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Or, a building is Ruth Buchanan’s most comprehensive solo exhibition in Germany to date and 
is presented in collaboration with the Institute of Modern Art (IMA) in Brisbane and the 
Kunstverein Harburger Bahnhof, Hamburg. The new cycle of work consists of three elements: 
a performance, a film, and an exhibition. While the performance and film are presented at the 
IMA, the format of the exhibition is the central figure at the Badischer Kunstverein.  
 
Buchanan constructs material spaces that probe the parameters of artistic practice. She 
employs a wide variety of media – sculpture, sound, text, photography, video, performance, 
and graphics – to survey the status of material as such. Here, material is both a form and a 
carrier of information. She investigates various systems (of order) that appear repeatedly in 
cultural production: display formats (such as books or vitrines), storage structures (such as 
collections, archives, or libraries), or working spaces (such as studios, galleries, or museums). 
Buchanan invokes the aesthetics of these contexts in her installations, but also subjects them 
to a recurrent state of transformation. This instigates new spaces for critical reflection on 
structures of order, power, and the role of the subject within these constellations. 
 
Her new cycle of work revolves around instances of the subject (one or more bodies)  
coinciding with a specific form of organization and material processing, and subsequently 
either validating or radically questioning it. The depature point for Or, a building is the IBM-
high-rise in Berlin-Charlottenburg, built in 1961 by architect Rolf Gutbrod. The building 
includes a glass-panelled hall on a subterranean level where early IBM mainframe computers 
were installed. The working computers were visible to the public and the vitrine-like room was 
referred to as the “electronic brain behind glass.” In reference to this building, the artist has 
created spatial arrangements where furniture, objects, fabrics, and graphics both foster and 
counter associations with modes of storage and presentation. In addition, a section of the 
exhibition contains archival material relating to the “glass brain” and the violent student 
demonstrations in May 1970 during which it was badly damaged. The building thus becomes a 
model for an organizational system or a metaphor of an apparatus that views itself as 
analogous to the body – with a brain at its centre – before inevitably discovering that this body 
has the palpable capacity to turn against it.  
 
Language and communication are pivotal to the exhibition and to Buchanan’s practice per se: 
signs and symbols from informational displays unfold in text-based diagrams and banners 
made up of the artist’s own writing, placing an emphasis on both the visual and acoustic 
dimensions of language, similar to Concrete Poetry. The new audio work, produced for the 
Kunstverein, eschews narrativity to embrace a dense constellation of motifs related to the 
performance of the brain as much as an artistic process itself.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
In this respect Buchanan’s work is performative, as she tests and extends processes of 
duration, language, movement, and the body. These choreographed moments create a precise 
interplay between objects as sculptures, props, or architecture; language as material, 
narrative or dictum; space as stage, repository, or brain; and the body as both viewer and 
player.  
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Ruth Buchanan (b. 1980 in New Plymouth, New Zealand) lives and works in Berlin. She has 

had solo exhibitions at, amongst others, Hamburger Bahnhof, Berlin (2015); Hopkinson 
Mossman, Auckland (2014); Grazer Kunstverein, Graz (2011);  Casco – Office for Art, Design 
and Theory, Utrecht (2010); The Showroom, London (2009). She has staged performances at 
numerous locations including IMA, Brisbane (2015); Tate Modern, London (2011); Kunsthaus 
Bregenz (2010); Frascati Theatre, Amsterdam (2009); Rietveld Schröderhuis, Utrecht (2009). 
Buchanan publishes regularly including “The weather, a building” (Sternberg Press, Berlin 
2012) and “Lying Freely“ (Casco – Office for Art, Design and Theory, Utrecht 2010). 
 
 
The exhibition contains new works by Ruth Buchanan co-commissioned by the Institute of 
Modern Art (IMA) Brisbane and Badischer Kunstverein, Karlsruhe. 
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Opening hours of the exhibition: Tues. to Fri. 11 am to 7 pm, Sat., Sun., holidays 11 am to 5 pm  

Address: Badischer Kunstverein, Waldstraße 3, 76133 Karlsruhe, Germany, www.badischer-kunstverein.de  

 
For further information, press images, or to arrange an individual appointment for a guided tour through the 

exhibition, please contact:  

Constanze Heidt/Badischer Kunstverein, Tel. +49-(0)721-28226, presse@badischer-kunstverein.de 


