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Uta Barth (Germany), Larry Bell (US), Carol Bove (Switzerland), Sarah 
Braman (US), Tacita Dean (UK), Olafur Eliasson (Denmark), Sam Falls (US), 
Jeppe Hein (Denmark), Robert Irwin (US), Ann Veronica Janssens (UK), 
Spencer Finch (US), James Welling (US)  

Bringing the work of a select group of well-known current-generation 
artists together with that of two pioneers of West Coast American 
minimalism, this exhibition examines the impact of California Light and 
Space art on artists working today. 

Robert Irwin and Larry Bell are two of California’s best-known artists. Robert 
Irwin is renowned for his pursuit of an immaterial and experiential art 
through a new genre of installation work, and Larry Bell for the fabrication 
of ethereal geometric objects from optical, colour-bearing new plastics. In 
this exhibition, two of their signature objects – one of Irwin’s iconic discs 
and a Larry Bell cube – signal the radical and groundbreaking art made in 
California in the 1960s and 70s. 

The importance of this art has tended to be overshadowed by the impact 
of East Coast American art of the same vintage, and Another Minimalism 
is among the few exhibitions to recognize and examine the influence of 
this regional subset of minimalism on leading contemporary artists.  

Artists such as Olafur Eliasson, Spencer Finch, Carol Bove and Ann 
Veronica Janssens explore the perceptual and psychological aspects of 
seeing through stripped down, incidental or optical forms, structures and 
spaces. Their works can cause profound shifts in our perception by the 
simplest and most transparent of means – coloured light gels, fog, the 
subtle deployment of after images. These characteristics, along with 
signature materials of Light and Space art such the tinted glass, mirror, 
resins and highly-coloured surfaces used by Jeppe Hein, Sarah Bramen 
and Sam Falls, have migrated into the international art lexicon. Tacita 
Dean has a more subtle engagement with perception and the slowed-
down encounter, key qualities of Light and Space art, while James Welling 
and Uta Barth use photography to explore these ideas.  

Together the artists in this exhibition, like those associated with California 
Light and Space, embrace temporality, instability, liminality and 
subjectivity. These are the very ways in which California minimalism differs 
from the literalness, pure objecthood, and materiality of New York's. 
Whether the artists do so knowingly or as a result of the absorption of Light 



and Space into the international artistic ether, the works in Another 
Minimalism find their historical reflection in California Light and Space art.  

 

Notes to Editors 
 
Melissa Feldman is a Seattle-based independent curator and writer, 
and a frequent contributor to Art in America, Frieze, Third Text, and 
Aperture, among other publications. Her recent exhibitions include 
Dance Rehearsal: Karen Kilimnik’s World of Ballet and Theatre (Mills 
College Art Museum, Oakland, CA and Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Denver, 2012); Afterglow: Rethinking California Light and Space 
Art (Wiegand Gallery, Notre Dame de Namur University Art Gallery, 
Belmont, CA, and the Hearst Art Gallery at St. Mary’s College, 
Walnut Creek, CA, 2010); and Sampler: Textiles at Creative Growth 
(Creative Growth Art Center, Oakland, CA, 2007). She has taught at 
the California College of Art, the San Francisco Art Institute, and 
Goldsmith’s College, London, and organized the first solo exhibitions 
in America for Karen Kilimnik, Martin Kippenberger, and Hiroshi 
Sugimoto in as a curator at the Institute of Contemporary Art, 
Philadelphia.  

The Fruitmarket Gallery shows the work of some of the world’s most 
important Scottish and international artists, helping people engage with it 
in the way that is best for them – for free. 
 
We are committed to making contemporary art accessible without 
compromising art or under-estimating audiences. We aim to bring artists 
and audiences together, offering an intimate encounter with art that can 
change lives.   
 
We make exhibitions, commissions and publications directly in 
collaboration with artists. We celebrate new thinking, and offer an 
international platform for artists, curators and writers, whether they have 
made their reputation here or abroad.  
 
The Fruitmarket Gallery welcomes all audiences. We make it easy for 
everyone to engage with art, encouraging questions and supporting 
debate.  
 

 


