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 holding one’s own in an unfinished system  
 it simply stresses the multiples at play 
 
 
This exhibition takes its name from a 1987 text by Canadian artist Ellie Epp. The unfinished 
systems in which Epp and British artist Juliette Blightman hold their own are multiple: from 
the commitments of the artists’ daily lives, to the context of the societies they occupy, to 
the art institutions which provide one possible frame for their work. 
  
As a frame the art institution is often obligatory, but the art institution can also be less 
relevant to artists who engage with a practice of everyday life. In organizing ongoing 
projects that take their daily lives as material, both Blightman and Epp accumulate texts 
and images without the need to always establish an audience, amassing personal archives 
that move in and out of public view, never exhibited in their entirety.  
  
Is to hold one’s own in an unfinished system to withdraw? Both Epp and Blightman 
establish an enmeshed relationship between the public and the private. Perhaps 
withdrawal can be acknowledged as a means for the artist to oscillate in and out of sight, a 
strategy that allows both for an available exit, but also an entrance to return – a porous 
position both in and out of the system, interior and exterior. 
 
Currents throughout the practices of both Blightman and Epp carry the residue of recorded 
moments throughout the Badischer Kunstverein. For the former, a photograph can also be 
the study for one painting, and then another, with all three exhibited alongside each other 
before being re-photographed. For the latter, an episodic text chronicling a moment in her 
own history becomes a collage, assembled from not only her words but also those of family, 
friends and heroes – past and present .  
 
Curated by Jacob Korczynski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Juliette Blightman (b. 1980 in London, UK) lives and works in Berlin. Her latest solo 

exhibitions were on display at Pied-à-terre, San Francisco (2015); Karma International, Los 
Angeles (2015); Galerie Isabella Bortolozzi, Berlin (2015); Kunsthaus Bregenz (2014); 
International Project Space, Birmingham (2011); Kunstverein Arnsberg (2010); 
Künstlerhaus Stuttgart (2010); Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin (2010); Whitechapel 
Project Space, London (2007). Her works and performances have also been shown in the 
following exhibition spaces: Cubitt, London; Astrup Fearnley Museet, Oslo; Artists Space, 
New York; Parc Saint Léger Centre d’art Contemporain Pougues-Les-Eaux; Staatliche 
Kunsthalle, Baden-Baden; Tramway, Glasgow, amongst others. 
 
 
Ellie Epp (b. 1945 in Northern Alberta, Canada) lives and works in the Okanagan Valley of 

British Columbia, Canada. Her B.A. in Philosophy, Psychology and English was followed by a 
post-graduate diploma in film studies at the Slade School of Fine Art, University College 
London. Best known as an experimental filmmaker, in her 50s Epp went back to philosophy, 
looking for an artist’s approach to the epistemology of perception and representation. Her 
Ph.D. in Neurophilosophy – based on a web monograph entitled “Being about: perceiving, 
imagining, representing, and thinking” – was completed in 2002. Recent showings of her 
16mm films include: If I Can’t Dance, I Don’t Want To Be Part of Your Revolution, Amsterdam 
(2014) and the Cortisane Festival, Ghent (2012). 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Opening hours of the exhibition: Tues. to Fri. 11 am to 7 pm, Sat., Sun., holidays 11 am to 5 pm  

Address: Badischer Kunstverein, Waldstraße 3, 76133 Karlsruhe, Germany, www.badischer-

kunstverein.de  
 

For further information, press images, or to arrange an individual appointment for a guided tour 

through the exhibition, please contact:  

Constanze Heidt/Badischer Kunstverein, Tel. +49-(0)721-28226, presse@badischer-kunstverein.de 


