
 
 
Museion presents 
Collecting for the Future. New Works in Museion. 
Opening: 7 pm, Friday 20 March 2015 
Duration of the exhibition: 21.03.2015 – 10.01.2016 
curated by Letizia Ragaglia 
 
More than meets the eye. Maurizio Nannucci's message in red and blue light featured in the exhibition of the 
collection reads like an invitation: an invitation to go one step further, to look beyond appearances. For an 
institution like Museion, which exhibits and collects contemporary art, this is precisely the challenge: to look 
beyond the present, to recognise and select the works of today that should join the collection for posterity. 
 
This is reflected in the title of the exhibition "Collecting for the Future: New works in Museion", which presents 
more than 40 artists and a selection of over 60 pieces including installations, videos, photographs and 
sculptures that have joined the Museion collection over the last seven years. The exhibition, which occupies 
two floors, also has a special section dedicated to artists' books in the study collection area.  
 
In the show Museion reveals the works it has chosen, the exhibitions staged and the artists presented in 
recent years. In short, a piece of its history. Collecting for the Future traces the key solo shows, many of 
which were firsts in Italy, that Museion has hosted in this period. But it also highlights a fundamental change 
that has shaped the art of our time: "The art of today has done away with the distinction between traditional 
categories and genres - painting, sculpture, photography etc. As a voice of the present, Museion bears witness 
to this transformation, and sculpture is the area that best represents this developing scenario”, comments 
Letizia Ragaglia, director of Museion. With no clear-cut divisions between the different areas, the layout of 
exhibition highlights the breakdown and intermingling of once separate genres. Nonetheless it is clear that 
Museion is committed to developing various key themes: new directions in sculpture, women's art and 
young talents, and interfacing with the local area. The collection also features an impressive collection of 
works of light art. 
 
In the show visitors will therefore find “2nd Steel Square”, a sculpture made of metal plates that visitors can 
walk on, by the American artist Carl Andre, one of the greatest exponents of minimalism. And "untitled", the 
spectacularly decorated wheelchair by the German artist Isa Genzken, who revolutionized the language of 
sculpture by introducing everyday objects into her installations. The exhibition presents various seminal works 
by leading female artists, including the piece of light art by VALIE EXPORT entitled "Does something exist, that 
cannot be expressed by an image or sign?". In "Spiral Betty" by Rosemarie Trockel, a common spiral is 
transformed into an ironic work of light art, yet which is also a sculpture. 

To continue in the vein of non-traditional sculpture, there are also works by younger artists: from the 
Vietnamese artist Danh Vo, who exhibited his fragments of the Statue of Liberty in Museion, to the urban 
objects by Swedish artist Klara Lidén, to the Italian sculptor Monica Bonvicini with “Leather Tool (small 
straight ax)”. Meanwhile the video “Western” by Sonia Leimer, and the photographs by Nicolò Degiorgis and 
Vera Comploj reveal Museion's ongoing work with artists from the local area, which also makes use of the 
experimental venues of the Project Room and Garutti Cube in the Don Bosco neighbourhood of Bolzano. Many 
of the works evoke the numerous meetings and discussions Museion has arranged with the artists in person, 
also on occasion of the summer programme of screenings on the media façade, as in the case of the intriguing 
videos “EVOKE PROVOKE (the border),” by Stefano Cagol, and “The Unseen Looks Like Something You 
Have Never Seen,” by Michael Fliri. Museion also celebrates its relationship with the local area in the form of 
an art prize organised in collaboration with Südtiroler Künstlerbund and Transart, and the show features "Das 
Kapital" by Leander Schwarzer, runner-up in 2011, and "AUI OI" ("up and down") by Caroline Profanter and 
Ulrike Bernard, winners of the 2013 award - this sound installation accompanies visitors during a short but 
captivating lift ride in Museion. 

The exhibition also reveals how a collection is built - at a time when resources are limited, this necessarily 
entails the support of external partners. The show therefore includes the long-term loans from the Fondazione 
Cassa di Risparmio di Bolzano. Other works reflect the collaborative relationship between Museion and 
private collectors - first and foremost the collector Enea Righi, who has deposited more than a hundred works 
in the museum. 
 
Last but not least: exhibitions, the media façade, inaugurations: Collecting for the Future is also an opportunity 
to explore the various activities organised by Museion, which many visitors will have experienced first-hand. 
And as the collection represents a shared heritage, anyone who wishes to do so can take home a little 
"souvenir" of the event: the works can be photographed, and visitors are also free to take a copy of the captions 
explaining the individual pieces.  
 



featured artists  
Allora & Calzadilla, Pawel Althamer, Francis Alÿs, Carl Andre, Stefano Arienti, Micol Assaël, Nina Beier, Ulrike Bernard and Caroline 
Profanter, Rossella Biscotti, Monica Bonvicini, Julia Bornefeld, Wil-ma Kammerer and Sylvie Riant, Christoph Büchel, Clarie Fontaine, 
Stefano Cagol, Vera Comploj, Nicolò Degiorgis, Tacita Dean, Jimmie Durham, Michael Fliri, Peter Friedl, Mario Garcia Torres, Isa 
Genzken, Goldschmied & Chiari, Hilario Isola and Matteo Norzi, Gabriel Kuri, Sonia Leimer, Klara Lidén, Liu Ding, Teresa Margolles, Ana 
Mendieta, Vlad Nancă, Maurizio Nannucci, Deimantas Narkevičius, Roman Ondak, Philippe Parreno, Diego Perrone, Pietro Roccasalva, 
Sven Sachsalber, Michael Sailstorfer, Leander Schwazer, Luca Trevisani, Rosemarie Trockel, Tatiana Trouvé, James Turrell, VALIE 
EXPORT, Nico Vascellari, Luca Vitone, Danh Vo, Andro Wekua. 

The pieces by Sven Sachsalber, Michael Fliri and Luca Trevisani will be exhibited from September 2015. 
The video "Tea 1391" by Mario Garcia Torres will be screened on Thursday 30/04/2015 and Thursday 15/10/2015 at 
8 pm as part of Museion's late openings on Thursdays. 
 
The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue in three languages (Italian, German, English) published by Museion. 
Texts by Andreas Hapkemeyer, Letizia Ragaglia and Lisa Le Feuvre. 
 
INFO 
Collecting for the Future: New works in Museion 
curated by Letizia Ragaglia 
Opening 7 pm 20.03.2015 
Duration of the exhibition 21.03.2015 – 10.01.2016 
 
Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday, 10 am to 6 pm. 
Thursdays 10 am - 10 pm with free admission from 6 pm. Closed Mondays.  
Admission: full price € 7, concession € 3.50 
Visitors are free to take photographs. 
 
Guided tours: every Thursday at 7 pm, free guided tour of the exhibition.  
Thursday 16/04/2015 at 7 pm guided tour led by the director of the museum Letizia Ragaglia 
Thursday 22/10/2015 at 7 pm “Nel Contesto” event with Andreas Hapkemeyer devoted to the topic "Collecting 
Today" 
Every Saturday and Sunday afternoon, from 2 pm to 6 pm, Museion holds its "art dialogues": mediators are on 
hand to answer questions from members of the public on the works in the exhibition and contemporary art in 
general. 
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