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Christian Stein, in collaboration with Raussmüller Collection, is presenting the work of Jannis 
Kounellis in the gallery on Corso Monforte in Milan and in the vast new spaces in Pero. The 
exhibition consists of a selection of some exemplary works, emphasizing the salient characteristics 
of an authentic artistic expression that has made a profound impression on contemporary visual 
culture. A champion of humanistic culture, Kounellis began attracting attention in the 'Sixties, with a 
dense and rich expressiveness made up of presences and absences, weight and lightness. Often 
looking to the past, wandering among the shadows of Renaissance and seventeenth-century art by 
Masaccio, Piero della Francesca and Caravaggio, whose work he admired for the way that 
ideological power found its way into painting, Kounellis then developed the modern sense of his of 
his own journey in art. His arrival in Italy led to the birth of an idea that was both completely new and 
extremely ancient: painting as a structure of thought that polarizes the cultural tensions of its time. 
Kounellis work, open to encounters and clashes with linguistic materials that are always real, 
conveyors of meaning and life, in fact never lingers on the analytical and intellectualizing exposition 
of a concept or an esthetic and sentimental vision. Beyond the frame, expanding into space, 
immersed in life, as in an epos, his images accumulate and suggest other events, distant memories 
and premonitions. Outside the intimist boundaries of domestic walls, the entire world that opens up 
becomes the frame for his work. Things, with their volumes, odors and colors become the work's 
surface, multiplying in an uncontainable proliferation; and it is art that brings order and measure, 
indicating a centrality of vision that provides support and stability, but no certainty. The work of 
painting exists along this return journey that re-establishes the centrality of every image in the real 
theater of the community to which we all belong, artists and viewers. Kounellis says: "You need to 
carve into the flesh of painting problems and pains, whisper into people's ear the ancient song that 
pushes them to recognize in the new extreme the final stroke of a millennial accumulation; and I 
also know that it is puerile to imagine that one can create all this in the silence of an empty room." 
 
Kounellis is one of the Italian artists whose work has been shown most frequently in the most 
important museums throughout the world. He participated in seven Venice Biennale exhibitions, 
starting in 1972 (one of his works will be presented in the Italian Pavilion at this year's Biennale), 
and at Documenta in Kassel in 1972 and 1982. Recent exhibitions include those at the Musée d’Art 
Moderne de la Ville de Paris (1980), the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago, the Stedelijk 
Museum in Amsterdam (1990), the Museo Nacional Centro Reina Sofia in Madrid (1996), the 
Ludwig Museum in Cologne (1997), the Museo Pecci in Prato (2002), the Museo Madre in Naples 
(2006), the Neue National Galerie in Berlin (2007), the Heart Herning Museum of Contemporary Art 
in Denmark (2009), the Today Art Museum in Bejing (2011), the Museum of Cycladic Art in Athens 
(2012), and the Musée d'art contemporain in Saint-Etienne (2014). 
 
The exhibition will be open from April 28th until September 26th, 2015, with the following opening hours: 
Pero, Via Vincenzo Monti 46: Tuesday through Saturday, 12-7 p.m. 
From June 29 to September 4, Monday through Friday, 12-7 p.m. / closed from August 8th to 23rd 
Information: Tel. +39 02 38100316 christianstein@iol.it 
Milan,C.so Monforte 23: Tuesday through Friday,10 a.m.-1 p.m. / 2-7 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m. / 3-7 p.m. 
From June 29 to September 4, Monday through Friday, 12-7 p.m. / closed from August 8th to 23rd 
Information: Tel. +39 02 76393301 christianstein@iol.it 


