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Terry Frost 

An exhibition organised by Tate St Ives in collaboration with Leeds Art Gallery and Newlyn Art Gallery & The Exchange 

Opening at Leeds Art Gallery, 19 June – 30 August 2015 

 

On the occasion of his centenary, Leeds Art Gallery presents an exhibition celebrating the life and work of 

leading modern painter, Sir Terry Frost (1915–2003) who had a strong association with Leeds. An artist who was 

totally committed to abstraction from the start of his career, Frost evolved a visual language over six decades 

that captured his sense of being in the world. 

This exhibition brings together a selection of the artist’s most significant paintings with collages and sculptures 

from public and private collections across the UK.  It takes three essential perspectives as Frost’s work is 

considered through performance, construction and colour. It is a collaboration between Leeds Art Gallery and 

Tate St Ives that includes work from Frost’s formative periods, working initially in Cornwall and then from a 

base in Leeds where he took up one of the pioneering Gregory Fellowships at the University of Leeds. 

Artist, Anthony Frost commented about the exhibition: 

“Leeds had such a significant influence on my father’s early artistic development, it is the perfect place 

to launch this exhibition in his centenary year. It will be great to see such a breadth of Dad's work 

presented here with a fresh new dynamic approach.” 

Living in St Ives during the early 1950s, Frost quickly gained recognition alongside his contemporaries such as 

Roger Hilton, Patrick Heron, Peter Lanyon and Bryan Wynter who were developing a new approach to abstract 

painting. The exhibition includes paintings from his breakthrough Walk Along the Quay series, begun in 1950, 

which evoked his experience of walking along the harbour at St Ives.  In 1954 he was invited to take up the 

newly created Gregory Fellowships at the University of Leeds and the move north had a strong impact on his 

work. The exhibition acknowledges the key role that the Leeds and Yorkshire landscape had in informing his 

ideas and features large-scale paintings such as Blue Winter 1956 and Orange and Black, Leeds 1957, painted in 

direct response to the Yorkshire Dales. 

Frost discovered the new medium of acrylic paint while teaching in California in the 1960s and became 

increasingly interested in colour as a presence in itself. Looped and heaped weights of colour seemingly bulge 

from these later canvases, sometimes becoming three-dimensional collages or sculpture.  From the 1970s Frost 

was exhibiting internationally and appointed Professor of Painting at the University of Reading. The exhibition 

concludes with paintings and reconstructed ‘soft sculptures’ from his later career, including bundles and loops, 

made from painted canvas tubes filled with polystyrene balls. Frost was painting right up until his late eighties 

and his passion for colour in all its intensity remained undiminished. 
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Notes to editors 
 
Press photo opportunity: Tues 16 Jun 2015 at 11am Please contact Stuart Robinson on 
Stuart.Robinson@leeds.gov.uk / Leeds City Council press office (0113) 39 51578 
 
Press packs including images are available to download from the following link: 
www.leeds.gov.uk/museumsmediacentre  
 
This exhibition will be accompanied by the re-printing of the Terry Frost catalogue by Chris Stephens published 
by Tate. The exhibition will tour to Newlyn Art Gallery & The Exchange in Cornwall from 10 October 2015 – 9 
January 2016. 
 
The exhibition at Leeds Art Gallery has been generously supported by Leeds Art Fund who are one of the oldest 
supporting ‘friends’ organisations for the visual arts in the country. Join for as little as £20 and enjoy exclusive 
member benefits. www.leedsartfund.org 
 
Events: 
Terry Frost and Leeds, Wednesday 24 June 2015, 6pm at Leeds Art Gallery 
Ronnie Duncan and Layla Bloom in conversation with Nigel Walsh, in association with Leeds Art Fund 
Tickets in advance or £7.50 on the door (LAF members £5) 
 
There will be monthly lunchtime curator led tours, every last Thursday of the month during the exhibition at 
1pm. 
 
Leeds Art Gallery: 
Terry Frost exhibition dates: Fri 19 Jun 2015 – Sun 30 Aug 2015  
 
Leeds Art Gallery, The Headrow, Leeds, LS1 3AA. Admission to the Gallery and exhibition is completely free.   
Monday closed. Tues – Sat, 10am – 5pm, Sun 12pm – 4pm. Closed on bank holidays.   
www.leeds.gov.uk/artgallery 
0113 247 8256  
city.art.gallery@leeds.gov.uk  
 
Founded in 1888 Leeds Art Gallery has designated collections of 19th and 20th century British painting and 
sculpture widely considered to be the best outside the National collections. The Gallery has always supported 
the work of living artists with the early 20th century represented by artists such as Walter Sickert and Stanley 
Spencer, with the development of English modernism shown through key works by Henry Moore, Barbara 
Hepworth, Ben Nicholson, Paul Nash, Jacob Epstein and Francis Bacon. The collections features works by 
contemporary artists including Becky Beasley, Fiona Rae, Paula Rego, Bridget Riley, Tony Cragg and Mark 
Wallinger.  
 
The Gallery is an internationally renowned centre for modern and contemporary art with an exhibition 
programme that has showcased work of celebrated artists such as Damien Hirst through strategic partnership 
projects with The Art Fund / Tate’s Artist Rooms, in addition to curating major exhibitions together with Tate 
(Henry Moore and Terry Frost) and in partnership with the Arts Council Collection. The Gallery has established a 
strong reputation for initiating, commissioning and curating solo exhibitions by significant artists attracting 
attention on the national stage – most recently Bruce McLean, Shezad Dawood and Becky Beasley. The 
sculpture collection and unique archive managed in partnership with the Henry Moore Institute is one of the 
strongest public collections of sculpture in Britain.  Leeds Art Gallery is one of the four partner venues that 
make up the Yorkshire Sculpture Triangle (with Henry Moore Institute, Yorkshire Sculpture Park and The 
Hepworth Wakefield). The Gallery attracts around half a million visitors a year making it one of the top free 
attractions in Yorkshire. 
 

mailto:Stuart.Robinson@leeds.gov.uk
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Sir Terry Frost (1915–2003) was a British abstract artist who worked in St Ives and Newlyn, Cornwall. Frost 
started painting while a prisoner of war in Germany in 1943 when he met artist Adrian Heath, and later 
studied at Camberwell School of Arts and Crafts, London (now known as Camberwell College of Arts) under 
Victor Pasmore and William Coldstream.  
 
When Frost arrived in the Cornish fishing port of St Ives in 1946 it was just emerging as a hub for modern 
British art. Working in close proximity to established artists such as Barbara Hepworth and Ben Nicholson, 
Frost developed his own personal approach to abstract art imbued with the experience and sensation of 
being in the world. In 1952, Frost taught at the Bath Academy of Art, Corsham. In 1954, he was invited to be 
a Gregory Fellow at the University of Leeds for two years, and taught at Leeds College of Art (1956–9).  
 
The imposing landscape of the Yorkshire Dales and Frost’s role as teacher both became important means of 
creative discovery. His enthusiasm for experimentation in the classroom fed the development of his own 
work, particularly his joyous approach to colour. Frost was elected a Royal Academician in 1992 and in 1998 
was awarded a knighthood for his services to Art and Art Education.  
 
Terry Frost and Barbara Hepworth  
Although well known today as an artist in his own right, in 1950 Terry Frost began working as an assistant to 
Barbara Hepworth at her Trewyn Studio in St Ives. Alongside artists John Wells and Denis Mitchell, Frost was 
employed to carve Hepworth's towering Arts Council commission, Contrapuntal Forms (1950-51). At over three 
meters high, the two Connemara limestone figures were shipped from St Ives and positioned on the South Bank 
in London to mark the occasion of the Festival of Britain. 
 
The Gregory Fellowships in the Creative Arts were instituted at the University of Leeds in 1950 under the 
patronage of Eric Craven Gregory, Chair of Bradford-based printers Percy Lund Humphries, "…a discriminating 
patron of the arts".i Approved by a Council of the University in 1943, the underlying ethos of Gregory's scheme 
was to bring "…younger artists into close touch with the youth of the country so that they may influence it" and 
to bring and keep artists in close touch with the community.ii Fellowships in painting, sculpture and poetry were 
established, loosely connected with the Departments of Fine Art and English Literature; a Fellowship in Music 
was also established to run on a less frequent basis. T.S. Eliot, Herbert Read, Henry Moore and Professor 
Bonamy Dobrée formed the core of the Gregory Fellowships Advisory Committee. Terry Frost was Gregory 
Fellow from 1954 – 1956, aged 39 when was appointed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
i
 Herbert Read, 'Eric Craven Gregory' (obituary), The Burlington Magazine, vol. 101, no. 673 (April 1959), p. 149. 
ii
 Outline of the Gregory Fellowship Scheme (4 March 1950). Leeds University Archive, U: Scholarships and Awards, Box 5. 


