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NOTES ON PERFORMANCE  

THE  E  MOTION  AL  ARCHITECTURE OF THE BODY 

 

July 17, 2015 – July 26, 2015 

Opening Friday July 17, 6-9pm 
 
 

 
Eleonora Fabião, Caminhar ensacada pelas ruas da cidade, “Mancha Preta”. 2013 
(To walk, bagged in the city, “Black Stain”) 25 Postcards for Rio. 
 
 
 
Notes On Performance is a nomadic project, collecting, staging, and taking notes across 
performance disciplines. Multifarious in nature NOP includes, events, exhibitions and festivals, 
planting shared workspaces across cultural spheres. For the inaugural event, Notes On 
Performance, presents The  E MOTION AL  Architecture of the Body at Songs For Presidents. 
 
With an emphasis on the body in movement, socially and physically, the artists and works 
performing in this event, speak towards an extra felt language of the body, not immediately 
translatable, but emotive, gestural, descriptive, which unfolds feelings in, on, and around the 
body, to reveal an architecture of emotions.  
 
This two fold event opens with a week long group exhibition, gathering works, by international 
artists Eleonora Fabião, Angela Freiberger, Shani Ha, Vivian Chinasa Ezugha, Jeanette Ehlers 
and Frances Z. Cooper. Performative encounters and inter-actions in the space will include 



body sculptures, video, photography, and mail art. The gallery is then emptied of all objects for 
a weekend of live art, performance art, dance, and movement, July 25 & July 26. The 
exhibition and live performance program creates a space that is dramaturgically, transient, 
tactile, intimate, and to be experienced. 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT AND GALLERY INFO 

Mover of NOP & Artist as Curator | Frances Z. Cooper 
Notes On Performance online | nop2015.tumblr.com 
Press Contact | notesonperformance@gmail.com       
 
Songs for Presidents  
1673 Gates Avenue (lower level), Ridgewood, NY 11385 
songsforpresidents.com 
 
 
 
 
PROGRAM OF EVENTS 
JULY 17 – 26, 2015 
 
17 | Opening | 6-9pm 
18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | Exhibition | 12-6pm 
 
25 | Live Performances | 12–6pm 
Hoesy Corona | 2 hours 
Angela Freiberger | 20 minutes 
Verónica Peña | 25 minutes 
Amélie Gaulier-Brody | 20 minutes 
Bryana Siobhan | 1 hour 
Amélie Gaulier-Brody & Marion Bizet | 15 minutes 
Sara Jimenez | 20 minutes 
 
25 | A Menu Of Gestures | 6:30-8:30pm 
Following the main performance program, drinks will be served followed by ‘a menu of gestures’. 
Artists have been invited to perform 5 minute gestures that return us back to the idea of the body 
and emotions. 
 
26 | Live Performances | 12-6pm 
Shola Cole aka. Pirate Jenny | 40 minutes  
Jodie Lyn-Kee-Chow | 12 minutes 
Geraldo Mercado | 15 minutes 
Rudi Salpietra | 20 minutes  
Chun Hua Catherine Dong  | 1 hour  
Maria Fernanda Hubeart | 20 minutes  
Mark Jeffrey Hayes | 30 minutes  
Kledia Spiro | 45 minutes 
 
 



 
Angela Freiberger. Video Still from Bath's House Parque Laje. 2002 
 

 
Eleonora Fabião. Mancha Vermelha. Caminhar ensacada pelas ruas cidade. 
25 Postcards for Rio. 2013 
 
 
ARTISTS 
Eleonora Fabião is a performer and performance theorist, living and working in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Since 2008 she has been performing in the streets of Rio and many other cities, investigating the poetics 
and politics of encounters and precariousness. In 2011, Eleonora started a mail art project that is still in 
process: “25 Postcards for Rio”. In 2012 she received the award “Art in the Streets” from the Brazilian 
Foundation of the Arts (FUNARTE) to develop the project. Each postcard from the series has the image of 
an action performed in the city on the front and the description of the performative program on its back. A 
book about the work is also now being developed with collaborators, titled ACTIONS. The postcards are 
right now presented at (and mailed from) an exhibition titled “A Experiência da Arte” (“The Experience of 
Art,” April to September 2015) in São Paulo (Sesc Santo André). Over 1,000 postcards from Fabião’s “25 
Postcards for Rio” will be presented at The E MOTION AL Architecture of the Body, to be written and 
deposited in a box, ready to be mailed by the artist as curator. Associate Professor at the Federal University 
of Rio de Janeiro since 1997, she holds a PhD in Performance Studies (New York University). 
 
Angela Freiberger is a sculptor and performance artist, born in Rio de Janeiro, living and working in New 
York. Angela began to make marble objects in the early 1990s. Using Carrara stone from Italy and pink 
marble from Portugal, she sculpts receptacles or recipients; replicas of utilitarian objects such as urinals, 
bathtubs, vessels, and large and small bowls. Freiberger utilizes her own body as a model from which to 
cast a variety of body parts, such as the back, stomach, the head, etc., thus transforming the sculptures 
into an extension of her body. Sometimes, the objects contain carved marks of the artist’s hands, fingers, 
or toes, as signatures of the artist imprinted on the stone. As Angela’s process of interaction with the pieces 



develops, she continues to emphasize more her relation with the sculptures and performances as 
extensions of her own physicality. Angela’s pieces are part of the Joao Sattamini collection on display at 
the Contemporary Museum of Art in Rio de Janeiro, as well as the Gilberto Chateaubriand collection at the 
Museum of Modern Art. Selected video works and uwsh&b (urinal with spine, hand and breast) will be 
presented in the space. 
 
Shani Ha, born in Paris, living and working in New York. Shani Ha creates versatile sculptures by twisting 
familiar objects to question intimacy and its relationship to others. She emphasizes or diminishes the 
shapes and materiality of these objects, which are usually related to private experiences. Her sculptures 
suggest potential functions and tend to question design and architectural elements. Sculptures can be 
stimulated through performance, experimentation and appropriation, either spontaneously or with a 
scenario. Shani Ha’s work has been shown internationally at the Musée des Beaux Arts de Caen; Parc de 
l’Hotel de Ville de Fontenay-Sous-Bois (permanent collection of public art sculptures); Academie des Beaux 
Arts in Kinshasa, Republic Democratic of Congo; the Kunsthalle, Detroit; Art Helix, Brooklyn; Presented in 
the space is Comfort Extensions, a series of sculptural functional wall pieces, activated by the public, and 
the inter-active textile body sculpture, Embody. 
 
Vivian Chinasa Ezugha, is a performance and visual artist, born in Nigeria, Enugu State, living and working 
in Wales. Ezugha's work uses the black body and hair as a vehicle for exploring issues relating to identity 
and culture. Through performance, she explores her past history with Nigeria and the dichotomy embedded 
in the representation of the black female body. Ezugha’s performances seek to enable a discussion around 
the seen and the unseen, race and the objectified body. Ezugha graduated from Aberystwyth University, 
School of Art, in Fine Art, and is at present participating in residencies and festivals internationally. A video 
performance by Ezugha, will be shown alongside found video footage by Jeanette Ehlers. Ehlers was born 
in Denmark and currently lives and works in Copenhagen. Experimental nature generally characterizes 
Jeannette Ehlers's work. Image manipulation is often included in the artist's photographic and video based 
works. On these changeable terms meaning and identity are explored, in both a sophisticated and 
immediate way. A graduate of The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts in 2006. Ehlers has exhibited her 
work internationally at C&H Art Space, Museo Del Barrio, New York, USA, Cartel Gallery London, England, 
and The Total Museum of Contemporary Art. 
 
Performers: Amélie Gaulier, Marion Bizet, OluShola Cole, Geraldo Mercado, Whitney Vangrin, 
Rodolfo Salpietra, Hoesy Corona, Mark Hayes, Sara Jimenez, Chun Hua Catherine Dong, Phoebe 
Berglund, Kledia Spiro, Angela Freiberger, Verónica Peña, Jodie Lyn-Kee-Chow, Maria Fernanda 
Hubeaut, and Bryana Siobhan. Performers’ info can be found on NOP’s blog, nop2015.tumblr.com 
 
 
 


