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PRESS RELEASE        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 23, 2015        Contact: Karen Rapp 

          vincentpriceartmuseum@elac.edu 

Crossroads in Clay at Chouinard and Otis: The Ralph Bacerra Years 

September 19 – December 5, 2015 

Large Gallery  

Opening reception: Saturday, September 19, 2015, 4 to 6 p.m. 

 

VPAM presents Crossroads in Clay at Chouinard and Otis: The Ralph Bacerra Years, a group exhibition featuring more than 

thirty former students of artist Ralph Bacerra (1938 – 2008). Bacerra is recognized as a revolutionary ceramic artist and 

pedagogue who worked during a pivotal wave of modern ceramic expression in southern California.   

 

Crossroads in Clay is an historic review, connecting the skills of Ralph Bacerra as an educator to the ceramic art works of 

many of the students he mentored. Although the common denominator of this exhibition is Bacerra, the show itself is 

not about him, but instead is a rarely-told narrative chronicling the post-Voulkos generation of ceramists who attended 

the institutions where Bacerra taught.  Bacerra was a faculty member at the Chouinard Art Institute from 1963 to 1971, 

and headed the ceramics department at Otis College of Art and Design from 1983 to 1996. 

 

This exhibition is a rare opportunity to see works created by the heirs of Bacerra’s tutelage.  Indeed many of Bacerra’s 

former Chouinard and Otis students are prominent artists who are recognized in the field. These artists include Adrian 

Saxe, Peter Shire, Elsa Rady, Don Pilcher, Cindy Kolodziejski, and Keiko Fukazawa, among others, who were influenced 

by Bacerra’s technical proficiency as well as his strong design aesthetic. They gained the appreciation of materials and 

skills that he exemplified. This large group show includes more than fifty artworks that demonstrate a great breadth of 

approach. While some of the artists still retain a direct relationship to Bacerra’s influence, others have noticeably 

stepped away and headed in an innovative direction. 

 

Bacerra believed in the mantra of know your materials. In the exhibition, the dynamic and intricate clay pieces move 

past the formal associations made between material and craft. Bacerra liberated and empowered his students with his 

high expectations for creation, a supportive studio environment, and his belief in the capacity of the medium to make 

anything. Students appreciated Bacerra for his in-depth knowledge of the scientific properties associated with the 

material and his techniques for firing and glazing clay. 

 

Drawn to Bacerra’s style and cross-cultural influences including Japanese Imari ceramics, many students came from 

diverse backgrounds and other regions of the world to study with him. Today, artists such as Tetsuji Aono, Yumi Kiyose, 

and Porntip Sangvanich have become influential ceramic instructors and exhibitors worldwide. 

 

Guest curated by Christy Johnson and Robert Miller, Crossroads in Clay is one of two concurrent exhibitions centered on 

the life and achievements of Ralph Bacerra. The Ben Maltz Gallery at Otis College of Art and Design will debut the first  



	  

                  
	  

2/2 

full-scale retrospective of the Bacerra’s work with the exhibition, Ralph Bacerra: Exquisite Beauty, from September 26 

through December 6, 2015. Ralph Bacerra: Exquisite Beauty is curated by noted independent decorative arts curator and 

scholar Jo Lauria.  

 

The two exhibitions Crossroads in Clay and Ralph Bacerra: Exquisite Beauty complement one another by celebrating both 

the personal legacy and generational impact of artist Ralph Bacerra. Bacerra was a Filipino-American artist, born in 

Garden Grove, CA, who studied under	  the celebrated ceramist and educator Vivika Heino at the Chouinard Institute of the 

Arts. A full-color catalogue produced by the Ben Maltz Gallery will accompany Exquisite Beauty. Crossroads in Clay curator 

Christy Johnson has contributed an original essay to this catalogue that discusses for the first time the great and lasting 

impact Bacerra had on his students. 

 

For further information about Ralph Bacerra: Exquisite Beauty: 

http://www.otis.edu/ben-maltz-gallery/upcoming-exhibitions#exqusite-beauty 

 

About the curators: 

Christy Johnson 	  is Director Emerita of the American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA), Pomona, CA. She holds a BA in 

English Literature from California State University, Los Angeles, and later studied studio art at Otis Art Institute under 

Ralph Bacerra and Pasadena City College with Phil Cornelius. At AMOCA, she curated exhibitions on American art tile, 

California-made dinnerware, Temmoku glazes, and well-known ceramic artists such as Paul Soldner, Peter Voulkos, Don 

Reitz, Rudy Autio, and Pati Warashina. Most recently, Johnson was involved with the Getty’s Pacific Standard Time 

initiative, producing a critically-acclaimed exhibition and book entitled, Common Ground: Ceramics in Southern 

California 1945-1975.   

 

Robert Miller received his BFA from Otis Parsons Art Institute and an MFA from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

Miller is a practicing artist whose work has been exhibited internationally and can be found in collections throughout 

the United States, Canada and Asia. Miller has taught ceramics at the college and university level for over twenty years 

throughout southern California. Currently, Robert holds the positions of associate professor of ceramics and gallery 

director at Rio Hondo College; he also teaches at Otis College of Art & Design and UCLA.  

 

Public Programming: 

• Opening Reception at VPAM: Saturday, September 19, 4 to 6 p.m. 

• Symposium co-sponsored with Otis College of Art and Design, Sunday, September 27, 2 to 4:30 p.m. 

Location: East Los Angeles College, Recital Hall (S2) 

• Curators’ Walkthrough at VPAM: Saturday, November 7, 1 p.m. 

 

Contact: 

Vincent Price Art Museum | East Los Angeles College 

Hours:  Tue. Wed. Fri. Sat. 12:00 - 4:00 p.m., Thu. 12:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Tel: (323) 265-8841 | Fax: (323) 260-8173 | Email: vincentpriceartmuseum@elac.edu 

Web: http://vincentpriceartmuseum.org 

Admission and events are free and open to the public. Guided tours can be arranged by appointment. 
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