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MEDIA RELEASE 

Friday, 24th July 2015     ***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE*** 

 

REDOT FINE ART GALLERY, Singapore, in collaboration with Warlayirti Artists (Balgo) presents: 

 

Exhibition Name : Winpurpurla – A Solo Show by Imelda Yukenbarri Gugaman 

Exhibition Dates : Wednesday, 5th August until Saturday, 12th September 2015 

Opening Reception :  To Be Confirmed 

Location  : ReDot Fine Art Gallery, 140 Hill Street, #01-08, Singapore 179369 

 
ReDot Fine Art Gallery is extremely honoured to be inaugurating our stunning new space at the Old 

Hill Street Police Station with an equally stunning solo exhibition of works by the hugely talented 

Imelda Yukenbarri Gugaman.  Coming from a rich family of artists, she is the eldest daughter of the 

highly acclaimed and accomplished painter Lucy Yukenbarri (deceased) and the world renowned 

Helicopter Tjungurrayi - not only a highly collectable artist in his own right, but famous for his 

exploits as a child when found almost starving in the desert by patrol workers, and one of the most 

senior law-men of the Northern-Central Deserts of Australia. 

 

Imelda grew up a quiet and shy girl living in the dormitories at the Balgo Mission for a number of 

years, looked after by the nuns and she retains fond memories of this time along with a very strong 

sense of religion and family values.  After attending the government school at Balgo until 1969, 

Imelda lived for a while in Beagle Bay where she met her husband. They started a family and after 

their second child they moved back to Balgo where they had 2 more children before his passing. 

 

Imelda spent a lot of time with her mother when she was young and every weekend would paint 

alongside her, learning her Tjukurpa (dreamtime) and the ways of Indigenous culture.  Her mother 

would explain the importance of passing on the stories they were painting and instilled into Imelda 

the need to pass them onto her children, and grandchildren, which she continues to do.  

 

Despite the pressure of living up to very accomplished artists within her family, Imelda has proudly 

carried on the legacy of the painting style and stories of her mother, to which this body of work 

attests, yet has found a very appealing and unique style of her own in the process. 

 

Winpurpurla, the place that Imelda calls “home”, is the first ever solo show for this talented artist. 

The works are an amazing affirmation of her painterly pointillism style, allowing the viewer into a 

very remote landscape of Indigenous Australia, creating meandering, three dimensional topographical 

maps of the soakage waterhole sites of her beloved country.  

 

Imelda has travelled around Australia and overseas with her art, and recently travelled to Melbourne 

to attend the opening of “Warlayirti: The Art of Balgo” and dance with other Balgo artists at the 

National Gallery of Victoria in St Kilda.  She was also one of the artists who travelled to Tokyo, 

Japan in 2010 for one of Warlayirti’s largest ever shows. 

 

The exhibition begins on Wednesday, 5th August and runs until Saturday, 12th September 2015 and 

will be attended in person by Imelda, in what will be her first ever trip to Singapore.  A must-see 

show for anyone interested in following the recent developments in Indigenous Art and an 

opportunity to meet a beautiful and talented proponent of one of the world’s oldest art forms.  

 

For further information please contact Mandy Leong on +65 9232 6389. Email: 

mandy@redotgallery.com or check our website:  www.redotgallery.com 
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This exhibition is presented with the support and collaboration of: 

 

 
 

About ReDot Fine Art Gallery 

ReDot Fine Art Gallery is the first and only dedicated Indigenous art gallery in Singapore and Asia-Pacific.  Since 

2004 it has been the region's definitive source of high-quality Indigenous art for the casual art buyer and collector 

alike. Representing Australia’s most acclaimed and significant indigenous artists, ReDot ensures all works are 

ethically sourced from centres owned and run for the benefit of the Aboriginal people. 

Inherent in the enigmatic artworks is an exploration of a rich and diverse culture relatively unknown outside of the 

continent.  The disappearing nomadic lifestyle and encroaching westernisation, has stripped away much of the 

community fibre that has bound these people to their land.  Our goal is not only to provide Singapore with stunning 

and collectible artwork, but to ensure that the voice of the Aboriginal people endures to speak to future generations. 

About Warlayirti Artists (Balgo) 

Established in 1987, Warlayirti Artists located at Wirrimanu (Balgo) in the south-eastern Kimberley, on the 

edge of the Great Sandy and Tanami deserts. It is the ceremonial hub for several Indigenous clans from the 

Kimberley and Western Desert, and is part of the Luurnpa Tjukurrpa (Kingfisher Dreaming) and song line.  

 

The art movement in Balgo began in the early 1980s and a watershed exhibition, Art from the Great Sandy 

Desert in 1986 at the Art Gallery of Western Australia, resulted in the art from Balgo being recognised as a 

distinct body of work distinguished by diversity of style and bold use of colour.  

 

Warlayirti Artists was established and named by senior men in the 1980s, naming Warlayirti as the place to 

hold and maintain the culture for future generations and is now renowned for its dynamic vibrant paintings. 

Many of Australia's most recognised Aboriginal artists come from this region including Murityarru Sunfly 

Tjampitjin, Wimmitji Tjampitjin, Boxer Milner, Eubena Nampitjin, Elizabeth Nyumi, Lucy Yukenbarri and John 

Mosquito Tjapangati.  

 

The art centre represents more than 200 artists across three communities in the Kutjungka region – 

Kururrungku (Billiluna), Mulan and Wirrimanu (Balgo). The artists are from seven main language groups: Jaru, 

Kukatja, Ngarti, Pintupi, Walmajarri, Warlpiri and Wangkatjunga. The diversity of cultural practice and bold use of 

colours clearly marks Warlayirti Artist’s individual and unique style. 

 

An Aboriginal owned and governed corporation, Warlayirti Artists is one of Australia’s leading Indigenous art 

centres whose artists have a reputation for producing uniquely individual and vibrant paintings, as well as 

original prints on paper, photography and digital video. 

 

As well as a spectacular gallery and painting studio, the Warlayirti art centre includes a large culture gallery, 

archive and new media centre as well as a professional recording studio which support the creative 

transmission of both Tjukurrpa and contemporary stories from the Kutjungka. 
 

ReDot Fine Art Gallery Upcoming Exhibition Schedule 

 

 Ninuku Arts - Group Show 16 September until 17 October, 2015 

 Erub Erwer Meta Arts - 3D Group Show 21 October  until 21 November, 2015 

 Papunya Tula Arts - Group Show 25 November until 31 December, 2015 
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Website  : www.redotgallery.com 

 

Nearest MRT : Clarke Quay Station 

Map to Location : Click Here for Map 

 

Gallery Hours : Open Daily 12pm – 7pm  

   All Other Times by Appointment 
 

List of attached works: 

 
Imelda (YUKENBARRI) GUGAMAN 

Title  : Winpurpurla 

Medium  : Acrylic on Linen 

Size  : 150 x 100cm 

Code  : 295/14 

 

 
Imelda (YUKENBARRI) GUGAMAN 

Title  : Winpurpurla 

Medium  : Acrylic on Linen 

Size  : 150 x 130cm 

Code  : 80/15 

 

For high resolution images click on the link below, or contact us directly.  The images will be 

available until 12th September 2015 
 

http://www.redotgallery.com/press/ImeldaGugamanSolo2015 

Username : press 

Password : redotgallery 
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