
Kerlin Gallery is pleased to present Cloud Cuckoo Land by William McKeown. 

This immersive exhibition revisits one of McKeown’s most important works, one of a number of constructed 
‘rooms’ he created across the final decade of his career. 

paintings are formally restrained, in sentiment they are anything but, capturing a sense of freedom, hope and 
possibility, offsetting the containment of his constructed spaces.

Cloud Cuckoo Land was originally shown in 2004, as part of the Douglas Hyde Gallery’s The Paradise series. 
TThis recreation of it marks the fourth anniversary of McKeown’s passing, and posits that the late artist’s star  
has only continued to rise. As well as celebrating his life and work, the exhibition anticipates the lasting 
influence McKeown seems poised to cast on a new generation of artists.

McKeown’s work has recently acquired by a number of leading collections, including the Dallas Museum of 
Art, the Ulster Museum and Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane. 

SoloSolo exhibitions include Lismore Castle Arts, Co Waterford (2013); Inverleith House, Edinburgh (2012); 
Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane (2011); the Irish Museum of Modern Art (2008); Douglas Hyde Gallery 
(2001, 2004); Ormeau Baths Gallery, Belfast (2002, 2010) and Project Arts Centre, Dublin (2003). In 2005, 
he represented Northern Ireland in the 51st Venice Biennale.

PRESS CONTACT: Rosa Abbott, rosa@kerlin.ie

Cloud Cuckoo Land sees the gallery transformed into 
an artificial domestic environment, the walls lined 
with bright orange wallpaper of cuckoos and nooses. 

TThis oppressive interior finds its counterpoint in a 
collection of McKeown’s drawings and paintings, 
including a number of lesser-known works. Drawing 
the eye away from the visual noise of its 
surroundings, this contemplative body of work 
creates a sense of openness and expansiveness, 
bringing indoors the sense of home the artist found 
within nwithin nature.

Long preoccupied with light and space, McKeown 
was known to observe meticulously the subtleties of 
daylight and the atmospheric conditions it produces. 
The delicate glow of early morning is reiterated in the 
fine tonal gradations of his painting, while the 
cuckoo and corncrake – birds which once heralded 
the arrival of day in Co Tyrone, where McKeown grew 
upup – resurface frequently in his work. Though his 
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