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Loss of object and bondage to it; Fig. 2
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20 September 2015 - 10 March 2016 
Launch: Saturday 19 September 6-8 pm  
Panel Discussion: Monday 21 September, 3-6.30 pm

VITRINE is delighted to present the third public sculpture commission for ‘Sculpture at Bermondsey 
Square’. ‘Loss of object and bondage to it; Fig. 2‘ is a sculpture by London-based artist Frances 
Richardson, whose proposal was selected from applications to VITRINE’s open call. Richardson’s 
sculptural practice is an inquiry into the relationship between embodied cognition of architecture and 
human agency.

‘Loss of object and bondage to it; Fig. 2’ is a development of the work ‘Loss of object and bondage 
to it’ made during a studio residency at Lubomirov-Easton in Deptford, London in January 2014. In 
this work, Richardson constructed MDF supports to hold what appeared to be a draped fabric form. 
However, on closer inspection, the drape was found to be made of concrete canvas, a flexible concrete 
impregnated fabric that hardens on hydration to form a thin, concrete layer. What appeared to be a 
relationship between a hard frame holding a soft drape was in fact a mutually-supportive relationship, 
with the draped forms providing strength and balance to the overall structure.



Richardson’s commission for Bermondsey Square is also made with concrete canvas, but this time it is 
paired with perspex, a material that has a semblance with glass and a resonance with the architecture 
of the site. Richardson creates structures reminiscent of remnants, suggesting a loss or absence of 
the original object. As with her previous work, she explores the feeling of melancholy present when a 
space is activated yet dormant.

To mark the third installament of ‘Sculpture at Bermondsey Square’, VITRINE will be hosting a panel 
discussion in collaboration with and chaired by Pangaea Sculptors’ Centre. Panelists will include 
selectors from the open call and invited experts in the field of public sculpture, with contributions from 
project artists. 

‘Loss of object and bondage to it; Fig. 2’ recieved special support from Concrete Canvas Ltd, Perspex 
Distribution Ltd and Inplas Fabrications Ltd. ‘Sculpture at Bermondsey Square’ is made possible with 
the generous support of Arts Council England, The National Lottery, Ideas Tap, Bermondsey Square 
Community Fund and Southwark Council. Additional support comes from: Team London Bridge, We 
Are Goat, Bermondsey Square, Colourpoint, Pangaea Sculptors’ Centre, Zucca, Shortwave Cinema and 
media partners Art Review and Elephant Magazine. 

Frances Richardson was born in Leeds and studied at Jacob Kramer Leeds College of Art, Norwich 
School of Art and the Royal College of Art, graduating in 2006 with MA in Fine Art Sculpture and 
presented with the Conran Award for overall best graduate exhibition. Solo exhibition include ‘Still 
now is then Forever’ (duo show with Andy Broadey), Hanover Project, UCLAN, Preston (2015), ‘Loss 
of Object and bondage to it’ at Lubomirov-Easton, London (2014), ‘Ideas in the Making: drawing 
structure’ at Trinity Contemporary, London (2011) and ‘Playing Against Reason’ at The Corn Exchange 
Gallery, Edingburgh (2008). She has recently exhibited in national and international group exhibitions, 
including at Transition Gallery, London (2015), London Folkstone Biennial (2014), Morgan Lovell, 
London (2014), Enclave Gallery, London (2013), DM Contemporary, New York (2013), Royal Academy 
of Arts, London (2012), Poppy Sebire, London (2012) and Young Gallery, Salisbury (2012). Her drawings 
have been selected for ‘Works on Paper by Sculptors’ at the Royal Academy of Arts, the Jerwood 
Drawing Prize, ARTfutures, and the Drawing Room Biennial Fundraiser Exhibition. Publications in 
which her works feature include The Art of Drawing: British Masters and Methods since 1660 by 
Susan Owens, V&A, 2013, Vitamin D: New Perspectives on Contemporary Drawing, Phaidon NY 2005. 
England. 

For press enquiries, image requests and private view accreditation please contact:

press@vitrinegallery.co.uk

Bermondsey Square,
SE1 3UN, London 020 7407 6496
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