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CAPA (Center for Asia Pacific Affairs) and WhiteBox present 

 

Intimate Transgressions 
 

On view September 3rd through October 4th 2015 
Opening reception September 3rd | 6-8pm 

 
Andi Arnowitz | A.N.V.I.L. Art Collective | Niamh Cunningham | Regina José Galindo | Anita Glesta | Fion Gunn 

Nermine Hammam | Šejla Kamerić  | Teresa Margolles | Elahe Massumi 
Susana Pilar Delahante Matienzo | Chen Mei-Tsen | Chen Qingqing | Atsuko Nakamura | Gail Ritchie  

Yoshiko Shimada | Xin Song | Michael Lisle-Taylor | Jelena Tomasevic | Ma Yanling | Gao Yuan 

 

New York City - Intimate Transgressions is a multimedia exhibition which twenty artists from around the world respond to the 
challenging theme of sexual violence as a tactic of terror. The exhibition is presented by the Centre for Asian Pacific Affairs 
(CAPA) and WhiteBox, New York. The artworks on display respond to the transnational issue of violence against women during 
times of conflict from both a historical and contemporary perspective.  This open-ended investigation includes performance, 
installations, and a series of concurrent talks and workshops. Following its opening at WhiteBox, the project then tour to 
Beijing and Shanghai for the remainder of the year.  

The artists involved in the exhibition come from as far afield as China, Egypt, Cuba, Mexico, Ireland, the United Kingdom and 
the United States. The work is diverse and covers a range of media and styles from drawing and print to installation and video. 
The cohesion of the exhibition is its desire to initiate a dialogue about conflict and violence against women from a global and 
shared oppositional stance.  

As a starting point for Intimate Transgressions, the disturbing situation of the ‘Comfort Women’ during and after WW2 is also 
the project's central highlight. These women principally from Korea, China, the Philippines, Taiwan and other countries 
occupied by the Japanese, were abducted, forced into sexual slavery and treated with such extreme brutality, that most did 
not survive the war. Following the end of hostilities their plight was side-lined, no one was held accountable for their 
sufferings and their story was wiped from Japanese history books by those in power. While the exhibition investigates 
individual and collective accountability, it is not intended as a documentary of horrors. Rather it will speak of loss and 
resilience, of sorrow and our shared humanity. Intimate Transgressions poses questions about our personal, social and 
political responsibility to those whom we perceive as ‘other’. This disturbing development in how wars are waged, the 
targeting of civilians and legacy of the ‘Comfort Women’ phenomenon in the organized use of rape as a means of subjugation 
and ethnic cleansing, has become a new norm in many conflicts.  

The exhibition will evolve according to each venue with the changing lineup of participating artists and will also encompass 
the input/objects made by those who attend the workshops. Through screen/sound portals viewers can punctuate their 
journey to engage with the documentary evidence. A short film drawing from documentary resources will accompany the 
exhibition, as it aims to show, within the narrative of the exhibition, the transformation of atrocity into provocative and 
thoughtful art by the artists as they look at the hard evidence and give an unflinching response.  
 

 
Curated by Fion Gunn and co-curated by Juan Puntes 

 
International contact : fiongunn@live.co.uk 

New York City contact : press@whiteboxny.org 

Special thanks to CAPA (Center for Asian Pacific Affairs). The programs of WhiteBox are made possible in part by the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs and New York State Council for  the arts. 

 

 


