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September 9 to October 4, 2015 
Opening reception: September 9, 6-8 PM 

For many years, Mike Goodlett has made his home in a 
ramshackle farmhouse near Wilmore, Kentucky. Accessible only 
by an overgrown path, Goodlett creates his enigmatic work there 
in relative isolation. Everything in the house reflects his distinctive 
style: delicate paper installations conceal cracks in the plaster, 
graceful wood carvings spiral from the door casements, and the 
walls are filled with tacked-up works in progress. The pieces in 
Homebody are individual elements of this intensely personal and 
private environment, a physical space that has been molded to 
Goodlett’s singular specifications.  

Goodlett derives much of his imagery from graphic sexual 
material, which he distills and translates into elegant, abstract 
shapes. Rendered in spidery graphite and colored pencil, his two 
dimensional works obscure the explicit nature of their subject 
matter, but still thrum with a subdued eroticism.  

Likewise, his sculptures, cast in hydrostone plaster, evoke hyper-
stylized bodies and parts of bodies. The molds for these works are 
stitched from Spandex; the elastic fabric allows him to shape his 
pieces into compelling forms, but also speaks to Goodlett’s 
fascination with the materials and textures that accompany 
certain sexual fetishes. His lithe sculptures are cast in the same 
material used for jock straps.  

Goodlett’s evocative works also explore the isolating impulse to 
camouflage unconventional sexuality. He and millions of others 
have spent lifetimes finding ways to shield their identities and 
disguise their “deviant” desires. It’s safer that way, but it can be 
lonely. Like a kinky predilection, Goodlett’s drawings and 
sculptures are hiding in plain sight. 
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Untitled, 2015 
Graphite, colored pencil, spray paint on 
paper 
17 x 14 inches 
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Workshop at Christian Berst is devoted to the exhibition of contemporary 
artists engaged with the works or ideas present in the gallery’s program, 
recent discoveries, and immersive installations.



 

Untitled, 2015 
Hydrostone  plaster cast fabric mold 
30 x 20 inches



Untitled, 2015 
Graphite, colored pencil, and spray paint on paper 
17 x 14 inches


