
 

 

BMA PRESENTS MATISSE PRINTS AND DRAWINGS  
 

New Arrivals exhibition recognizes BMA’s continued relationship with the Matisse family 

BALTIMORE, MD (December 3, 2015)—The Baltimore Museum of Art (BMA) presents a sublime exhibition of 

works by Henri Matisse, one of the greatest artists of the 20th century. On view December 9, 2015-July 3, 2016, 

New Arrivals: Matisse Prints & Drawings features approximately 40 recently acquired prints and drawings, most 

bestowed to the BMA by the collection of Matisse’s daughter, Marguerite Matisse Duthuit, and The Pierre and 

Tana Matisse Foundation in New York. The exhibition—one of nine celebrating the museum’s enormously 

successful Campaign for Art—demonstrates the legacy of renowned collectors Etta and Claribel Cone and the 

BMA’s continued relationship with members of the Matisse family. 

“Etta and Claribel Cone’s dedication to collecting the art of Matisse established at the 

BMA one of the most comprehensive collections of the artist’s work,” said Jay Fisher, 

Interim Co-Director and Deputy Director of Curatorial Affairs. “The close personal 

relationship between the artist and the Cone sisters provided the opportunity to 

acquire key works from the late ’20s and early ’30s, while encouraging Etta to collect 

all aspects of his work—painting, sculpture, and graphic arts.”  

Recognizing the unique character of the BMA’s Matisse collection, the artist’s family 

has made significant gifts that have added breadth to the museum’s collection. This 

support, which has included loans for major exhibitions such as Matisse: Painter as 

Sculptor, has enabled the BMA to organize exhibitions and undertake new research on 

the artist. In conjunction with the museum’s 100th anniversary, a special gallery in the Cone Collection galleries 

was dedicated to Marguerite Matisse Duthuit, and her son, Claude Duthuit.  

Most recently, significant gifts have been made to strengthen the museum’s collection of Matisse prints, 

establishing it as the most comprehensive collection of the artist’s prints in North America. The Pierre and Tana 

Matisse Foundation has made a promised gift of an impressive group of more than 80 prints from Matisse’s later 

years, after Etta Cone’s collecting came to a close. In addition, the BMA has received a major gift from the 

collection of Marguerite Matisse Duthuit—prints as well as remarkable drawings related to a masterwork 

painting from the Cone Collection, The Yellow Dress.  

This exhibition is curated by Jay Fisher, Interim Co-Director and Deputy Director for Curatorial Affairs, and 

generously sponsored by George R. Barth, in memory of Dr. George R. Stanley. 

 

NEW ARRIVALS SERIES 

The BMA’s enormously successful Campaign for Art has secured more than 3,500 objects during the past decade 

in honor of the museum’s 100th anniversary in 2014. These gifts have joined the museum’s renowned 

collection—now 95,000 objects—most of which came from generous donors in this community. To celebrate 

these new g ifts and their donors, the BMA is presenting a series of New Arrivals exhibitions and installations in 

nearly every area of the museum from September 2015 through May 2016. 
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MATISSE AT THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART  

The BMA has the largest and most comprehensive collection of works by Henri Matisse outside of France with 

more than 1,000 works by the artist. This extraordinary collection began with a gift of 500 Matisse works from 

Baltimore sisters Claribel and Etta Cone, who had visited the Paris studios of Matisse and Pablo Picasso in the 

early 20th century and began forming one of the world’s greatest collections of modern art. Over the course of 

nearly 50 years, they assembled an exceptional collection of approximately 3,000 objects, which were displayed 

in their Baltimore apartments. Etta Cone met Matisse in 1906, and her initial purchase of several drawings 

marked the beginning of a life-long passion for his art that continued throughout his career. The collection came 

to the BMA upon Etta’s death in 1949, and has been on view since 1957. The collection has been the subject of 

exhibitions at prestigious museums around the world and celebrated in Baltimore with redesigned and 

expanded galleries that include a dynamic touch-screen virtual tour of the apartments where the Cone sisters 

lived with their remarkable collection. In recent years, the BMA has conducted ground-breaking research on 

Matisse’s sculpture and organized major traveling exhibitions with accompanying catalogues on Matisse’s 

sculpture and prints.  

 

THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART  

The Baltimore Museum of Art is home to an internationally renowned collection of 19th-century, modern, and 

contemporary art. Founded in 1914 with a single painting, the BMA today has 95,000 works of art—including 

the largest holding of works by Henri Matisse in the world. Throughout the museum, visitors will find an 

outstanding selection of American and European painting, sculpture, and decorative arts; prints and drawings 

from the 15th century to the present; works by established and emerging contemporary artists; and exceptional 

objects from Africa and Asia. Two beautifully landscaped gardens display an array of 20th-century sculpture that 

is an oasis in the city. The 210,000-square-foot museum is distinguished by a grand historic building designed in 

the 1920s by renowned American architect John Russell Pope. A $28 million multi-year renovation that began in 

2010 has transformed galleries for contemporary, American, African, and Asian art, added a new education 

center, and improved visitor amenities and infrastructure. Since 2006, the BMA has provided free general 

admission so that everyone can enjoy the power of art.  

 

VISITOR INFORMATION  

The Baltimore Museum of Art is open Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday,  

11 a.m. – 6 p.m. The museum is closed Monday, Tuesday, New Year’s Day, July 4, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. 

The BMA is located at 10 Art Museum Drive at North Charles and 31st Streets, three miles north of Baltimore’s 

Inner Harbor. For general Museum information, call 443-573-1700 or visit artbma.org.  

Connect with us: #ARTBMA • Blog • Facebook • Twitter • Instagram • YouTube 
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Image:  Henri Matisse. Self-Potrait 1944. Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation: Promised gift to The Baltimore 

Museum of Art. R.16714.13 ©2015 Succession H. Matisse, Paris/Artists Rights Society (ARS) New York   
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