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Kelly Richardson: Tales on the Horizon  
On view beginning September 12, 2015 

 
 
Scottsdale, Arizona. (September 12, 2015 – January 10, 2016) Artist Kelly Richardson’s 
immersive video installations offer imaginative views of the future that are plausible enough to 
prompt careful consideration of the present. Bringing together quiet stillness and spectacular 
drama, mesmerizing beauty and unnerving strangeness, hard science and creative fiction, she 
crafts works of calculated tension and ambiguity.  
 
In making her artwork, Richardson blends the traditions of 19th-century painting and 20th-
century cinema with 21st-century scientific inquiry. One can compare her evocative and sublime 
use of color and light to that of romantic landscape painters J.M.W. Turner and Albert Bierstadt. 
Richardson’s slow, eerie scenes recall moments in popular films just before or after alien 
attacks, nuclear battles, or apocalyptic storms. Hyper-realistic details in her images reveal the 
work of a meticulous researcher, interested in both natural phenomenon and technological 
innovation.  
 
Curator Emily Stamey notes, “Richardson’s work is compelling on so many fronts. First and 
foremost it is stunningly beautiful; she truly works within the artistic tradition of the sublime---that 
is, her videos and images generate pleasure and a sense of awe by offering encounters with 
scenes that would be terrifying if they were real. There’s a real emotional punch to these 
artworks. However, the work is also rich with scientific research; Richardson is an intellectual 
who is thinking seriously about the environmental conditions and possibilities.”  
 
Science fiction is an apt parallel for Richardson’s work. The artist acknowledges that she sees 
the genre as “one of the best tools we have to visualize and experience, to some degree, what 
life might be like.” And she argues that, “given the state of things environmentally, culturally . . . 
there has never been a more important time to visualize our potential futures.” 
 
SMoCA’s location in the Southwest has particular resonance with Richardson’s art. The region 
hosts many of the research facilities—for space exploration and weapons testing—that have 
produced the data and images that she uses as source material. Her artworks give us pause to 
consider how our environment is being used to develop tools for tomorrow, as well as what 
realities tomorrow might hold. 
 



Born in Canada in 1972, Kelly Richardson now lives in the United Kingdom. Her artwork has 
been exhibited to critical acclaim internationally, including the Beijing and Gwangju biennials in 
China and South Korea, the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden in Washington, DC, and 
the National Gallery of Canada. 
 
Tales on the Horizon is organized by the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art and 
sponsored by the Walter and Karla Goldschmidt Foundation and by Tamar Weiss in memory of 
Emil Weiss. 
 
During the run of the exhibition, SMoCA will host a lively roster of related programs: 
 

Sep 10 I 7:00p I Free 
Artist Talk: Kelly Richardson 
Hear artist Kelly Richardson talk about the scientific and artistic inspirations for her 
sublime video installations and the technical wizardry that makes them possible, plus get 
a sneak peek at her exhibition. 
 
Sep 26 I 2:00p I Free 
Author Talk: Nicholas de Monchaux 
From Christian Dior to cyborgs, 18th century androids to JFK, UC Berkeley Professor of 
Architecture Nicholas de Monchaux shares the story behind the engineering of the 
Apollo spacesuit in his book Spacesuit: Fashioning Apollo. 
 
Oct 16 I 12:00p I $10 (Friends Free) 
Lunch & Lit: The Martian by Andy Weir 
Speakers: Astrobiologist Steve Desch and Curator Emily Stamey 
Read the book or don’t, but do join us for delicious food and tasty conversation. 

 
Dec 11 I 6:00p I Free 
Total Recall Double Feature 
What do Arnold Schwarzenegger, planetary scientists and junk food have in common? 
All three come together in a night of film and conversation. Join us for back-to-back 
screenings of Total Recall, both the 1990 and 2012 versions of this sci-fi classic, and 
presentations by ASU faculty who will link the popular action thriller to their research. 
Enjoy a cash bar and concession stand. This event is presented in collaboration with 
Arizona State University’s Center for Science and the Imagination. Watch smoca.org for 
details. 

 
For more information about Kelly Richardson: Tales on the Horizon and these related programs, 
visit http://smoca.org/exhibition/kelly-richardson-tales-horizon/ 
 
Connect with Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art on Social Media: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/scottsdalemuseumofcontemporaryart  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/_SMoCA  
Instagram: www.instagram.com/_SMoCA  
 
 
 
 
 



The Scottsdale Cultural Council, a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, is contracted by the City of Scottsdale, 
Arizona, to administer certain city arts and cultural projects and to manage the city-owned Scottsdale Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts and Scottsdale Public Art. The programs of the 
Scottsdale Cultural Council are made possible, in part, by the support of members and donors and grants received 
from the Arizona Commission on the Arts through appropriations from the Arizona State Legislature.  
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