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Von Lintel Gallery is pleased to present Landscapes with a Corpse—an exhibition of large format 
photographs by Japanese artist, Izima Kaoru.  The exhibition marks the artist’s seventh solo show 
with the gallery and his first in the city of Los Angeles. 

Kaoru translates memento mori—a medieval reflection on mortality—using the language and style of high 
fashion editorials.  Each picture contains a figure swathed in couture and embedded in a meticulously 
staged landscape that soon reveals itself to be a dramatically conceptualized death scene. 

Sweeping panoramics of iconic architecture and feats of civil engineering distill into intimate close-ups.  
As an installation, the images string together like frames in a cinematic sequence.  The titles comprise the 
model’s name and the designer of her garment—Alexander McQueen, Gucci, Jil Sander—as a nod to 
classic vanitas and the pages of Vogue; a publication counted among Kaoru’s vast list of clientele as a 
fashion photographer.  But unlike traditional shoots, the model envisions the narrative and Kaoru builds 
each tableau according to her own dictation. 

He renders the fantasies in intensely saturated hues and arousing detail but stops short of a full 
transcript.  Rather the photographs play as moments of charged stillness that elicit the voyeuristic 
observer to speculate on the actions recently transpired and the meaning of living a life that inevitably 
must end. 

Izima Kaoru was born in 1954 in Kyoto, Japan.  He worked as a fashion photographer until 1993 when he 
was inspired to create the Landscapes with a Corpse series.  He has since shown his work internationally, 
and his photographs have been featured in numerous publications including The New Yorker, The New 
York Times, Interview Magazine, Esquire, Aperture and The Huffington Post. 

The artist lives and works in Tokyo. 

For additional information or visual material, please contact the gallery at 310.559.5700 or by email at 
gallery@vonlintel.com. 
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Izima Kaoru, Kuroki Meisa wears GUCCI (461), 2006, c-print
70.9 x 94.5 inches  (180.1 x 240.0 cm), edition of 5 
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Izima Kaoru, Kuroki Meisa wears GUCCI (463), 2006, c-print
70.9 x 59 inches  (180.1 x 149.9 cm), edition of 5 


