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Tad Lauritzen Wright 
Instructions Included

During September Memphis artist Tad Lauritzen Wright takes over the entirety of David Lusk Gallery - 
Nashville with the exhibition Instructions Included. His new paintings, sculptures and drawings take inspiration 
from environmental causes, adding a bit of humor and lot of fun. From oversized car air fresheners to 
destroyed landscape paintings, the works in the show address our relationship to the world around us in 
fresh, non-traditional ways.

Instructions Included features a grid of text-based instructions for various works of art, as well as realized 
artworks that correspond to those instructions. Examples include “Tie an anchor to a cloud”, “Paint a video 
game landscape”, “Tie your neighbors water hose in knots to conserve water”, “Throw a birthday party for a 
stump” and “Make a painting for a natural disaster you can do nothing about.”

This summer Lauritzen Wright’s “Dabbler” was featured on the cover of New 
American Paintings. Editor Steven T. Zevitas said this of the artist’s work: 
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Into the Pink Again, 2015, mixed media on canvas, 60x48”

Forward Choice, 2015, mixed media 
on canvas. 

Lauritzen Wright is one of only a handful of artists who have been featured in 
New American Paintings five times, so I have been considering his work for 
a long time. While his subject matter has constantly changed over the years, 
there is something about his playful, and some might say outsider, visual 
language that has remained consistent over time. I never have a problem 
identifying Lauritzen Wright’s work, be it on the printed page or in real life. His 
immediate way of handling paint is always in perfect harmony with the quirky 
and offbeat subject matter that he chooses to address. It is this immediacy 
that makes Lauritzen Wright’s work so easy to like. In a time when too many 
painters are hiding behind a bunch of conceptual nonsense, his work is 
refreshingly honest and visually generous.
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Lauritzen Wright is known for building on simple plans and basic ideas to create a powerful imagery that 
lingers in the minds of viewers long after seeing the work. In his work, nontraditional and traditional 
approaches to nature/landscape painting sit side-by-side, craft and 
hobby projects are raised to the status of art, and icons of the past are 
poised for new interpretations.

“I believe in allowing extended possibilities of landscape, dead images, 
jokes, plays on art history, pop culture, and personal history to shape 
how the pieces develop,” says Lauritzen Wright.

Lauritzen Wright was born in 1972 in San Angelo, Texas.  He now lives 
and works in Memphis, Tennessee. He received a BFA from Nebraska 
Wesleyan University, Lincoln, and an MFA from Memphis College of 
Art. Lauritzen Wright’s work has been shown extensively throughout the 
United States including venues like the Katonah Museum of Art in New 
York, the Arkansas Arts Center in Little Rock, the Brooks Museum of Art 
in Memphis, Scope Miami, Art LA, Bridge Chicago, and Pulse NYC.  He 
has had recent exhibitions with the Cheryl Hazan Gallery in New York, 
David Lusk Gallery in Memphis, and at ACME Gallery in Los Angeles.

David Lusk Gallery is located at 516 Hagan Street in Nashville’s Wedgewood/Houston Neighborhood. Gallery 
hours are Tu-Sa 11-5. For more information or visuals please contact Brittney Shedden at 615-780-9990 or 
brittney@davidluskgallery.com.
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Forever Seventeen, 2015, 
mixed media on canvas. 
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