
BENEDIKT HIPP
"THE EDUCATED MONKEY"

Opening and book launch
September 16th    | 6 – 8 pm

Monitor is pleased to open its exhibition programme in Rome with a solo show of German 
artist Benedikt Hipp (Munich 1977). 
Entitled “The Educated Monkey”, the show will present a series of paintings together with 
a recently completed large scale sculpture (Console with pin-body mounted on repetition,  
(pneumopathologic  studies, 2015)  and  the  painting  Octagon  surrounded  by  white  
smokers (2015), both from the artist’s  last solo show at the  Wilhelm Hack Museum in 
Ludwigshafen.
Hipp, who studied with Sean Scully and Nikolaus Lang at the Akademie der Bildenden 
Künste  in  Munich,  investigates  in  contemporary  concepts  and images  of  individuality,  
identity and autonomy of the subject within society. 
His visual language is pervaded by the idea of the individual figure. The appearance of it  
(the  figure),  seems to be entangled with  its  physical  and psychical  space  such  as  with 
architectural  and  geometrical  elements.  Faces  are  masked  or  covered  by  patterns  and 
spotlighting  absurdity.  In  this  sense  the  figures  in  Hipp's  paintings, cannot  be  clearly 
identified and invite the viewer to step within the image itself. 
He tackles current themes as well  as traditional myths and personal memories, forging 
them into social archetypes of our times. 
A key figure for understanding the “dividual” aspect of Hipp's oeuvre is the philosopher 
Eric Voegelin, who in the last century coined the term “pneumopathology”. He described 
the emergence of a “contracted self” by excluding ancient religions and metaphysics as well 
as the divide between the self-perception of human beings and a holistic perception of the 
world as a whole. 
Hipp’s  work  connects  contemporary  cultural  signifiers,  myth,  religion,  spirituality  and 
criticism of civilization, and contains references to votive gifts, subculture, rituals, comics 
and cults. 

The  opening  will  also  feature  the  presentation  of  a  new  catalogue  devoted  to  Hipp, 
published by the Wilhelm-Hack-Museum of Ludwigshafen am Rhein and entitled Ich habe 
meinen Augen nicht getraut, auch meinen Ohren nicht (I've never trusted my eyes, or my 
ears).

Show until November 7th
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