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PRESS RELEASE

Positions brings together a selection of three moving-

image works and a suite of drawings by artist David K. 

Ross. Through the use of customized lens-based 

devices, Ross explores how sight and sound can be 

manipulated to alter perception of physical space. In 

each of the works on display, the viewer is placed in 

a privileged position and is offered specific access to 

locations and activities that would otherwise remain 

concealed or out of reach.

Chicago’s Thorne Miniature Rooms collection, 

these intimate views of Enlightenment-era 

architectural interiors display a familiar world of 

privilege, class, and prestige, but also appear in 

the film as inescapably uncanny and oneiric.

Borrowing its title from an ancient Greek term 

referring to a side entrance used by theater 

actors, Ross’ dual channel film Parodos (2015) 

reveals the activities of dancers and backstage 
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Connecting two methods of visual observation 

and recording—the geodetic and the filmic—

Théodolitique (2015) documents the exercises of 

student surveyors and 

the spaces in which 

they work. Reflecting 

and mimicking the 

means and methods 

by which the students 

practice their craft, 

Théodolitique captures 

selected actions of 

surveyors-in-training 

as they engage in their own cartographic tasks.

In The European Rooms (2014), an unhurried 

camera glides by bedrooms, dining rooms, and 

entrance halls filled with finely crafted furniture 

and objects. Filmed at the Art Institute of 

staff who are members of Chicago’s Hubbard Street 

Dance Company. Unseen actions that occur offstage 

(waiting, staying warm, drying off, whispering, 

listening, watching, etc.) are documented in real 

time, providing an alternate version of that evening’s 

presentation.

The series of graphite drawings from the series 

Horologica (1996) depict an object as it spins through 

various axes. Loosely based on the zoetrope but 

frequently resembling a stylized telecommunications 

satellite, the images oscillate with each rotation, 

providing a view into the past and future of imaging 

technologies.

© David K. Ross, Théodolitique (2015)

SEPTEMBER 10 TO NOVEMBER 7, 2015
OPENING ON SEPTEMBER 10 AT 7 P.M.
THE GALLERY IS OPEN FROM TUESDAY TO SATURDAY FROM NOON TO 5 P.M. 
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Program prepared by David K. Ross

With Jo-Anne Balcaen, Simon Belleau, Eric Gaucher, 

Alexandre Larose, Stéphanie Leest, Philippe Léonard, 

Douglas Moffat, Alyssa Moxley (with Patrick Andrew 

Boivin and Stéphane Charpentier), Phil Peters and 

Marianne Ploska

As an extension of the works presented in Positions, 

David K. Ross has assembled a program of videos and 

films by artists that connect to his practice in multiple 

direct or indirect ways. These works bring together 

and develop, each in its own voice, various issues of 

contemporary moving image practices.

David K. Ross produces photographs, films, 

videos, and curatorial projects. His work is held in 

major institutions and private collections in North 

America and Europe, including the National Gallery 

of Canada, the Musée d’art contemporain de 

Montréal and the Canadian Centre for Architecture. 

Most recently, his films and videos were shown at 

CineMarfa (2012), Le Mois de la Photo à Montréal 

(2013), the Festival Internacional de Cine en 

Guadalajara (2014), the Graham Foundation for 

Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts (2014) and the 

Toronto International Film Festival [Wavelengths] 

(2015).

This exhibition was organised for Dazibao by France Choinière, in close collaboration with the artist. We thank the artist for his generous collaboration as 
well as our members for their support. 

CONNEXIONS

SCREENING ROOM

© Marianne Ploska, Leaven (2012)


