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PRESS RELEASE 
1st September 2015

RUTH DUCKWORTH 

New Exhibition: 10th September - 2nd October 2015

Erskine, Hall & Coe is pleased to host a solo exhibition of Ruth Duckworth’s work.

This exhibition will feature twenty ceramic sculptures dating from the 1980’s to 2009, and 
which were all drawn from her estate.

Born in Hamburg in 1919, Duckworth came to Britain in 1936 as a refugee to join her sister, 
Renate.   She  attended  the  Liverpool  School  of  Art  and  studied  drawing,  painting,  and 
sculpture until 1940.  In the late 1940’s, Duckworth moved to London, where she would 
eventually become more involved with ceramics and study at the Central School of Art to 
learn about glazes.  She developed a highly individual approach, working both in porcelain 
and stoneware, and became an instructor at the Central School.

Duckworth  was  offered  an  opportunity  in  1962  to  teach  in  the  United  States  at  the 
University of Chicago.  It was there that she produced many large-scale sculptures and wall 
pieces and continued to create smaller vessel forms until her death in 2009.

Duckworth approached clay as a sculptor rather than as a potter, and brought an aesthetic 
rigour to her refined vessel forms, figurative sculptures and installations.  She helped shape a 
new way of thinking about ceramics in the second half of the 20th century.

Her estate is managed by Thea Burger, who was a close friend of Duckworth and her art 
agent for over twenty-five years.  Burger has written that:

Ruth seldom drew her pieces prior to creating something. She would come into her studio in 
the morning and begin what she called, “playing”.   She would just begin making a form, 
experimenting with it continually until, as she used to say, “it would make me smile”.  Then 
she knew she was on to something and she would complete the piece.

The  variety  of  art  works  she  created  sometimes  bewildered  many  of  the  collectors  and 
curators who followed her work. They were mystified by the range of the creations that came 
from her studio.  She loved developing new shapes and forms, and it was truly amazing the 
variety of work that she was able to produce.
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This exhibition gives some sense of the variety.  Chosen from her personal collection, most 
of the pieces were favourites of Ruth’s.  Some have been exhibited in museums, but they were 
always returned to her home for her to enjoy.  She loved the beauty of them and they made 
her life complete.

The Art Institute of Chicago, The Los Angeles County Museum of Art, The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York, Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen in Rotterdam, The National 
Museum of Modern Art in Tokyo, Smithsonian American Art Museum in Washington, D.C., 
Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam and the Victoria & Albert Museum in London are among 
the many international institutions that have acquired her work.

The exhibition at Erskine, Hall & Coe will be illustrated online and in a catalogue.

For further information, please contact the gallery at mail@erskinehallcoe.com, +44 (0) 20 
7491 1706.

From left to right: Untitled (Inv. no. 903506), cup from 2006, blade from 2009; Untitled (Inv. no.
706201), 2001; Untitled (Inv. no. 8631104), 2004.  Works pictured in porcelain.
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