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Joan Miró at the Cobra Museum 
 

• Miró & CoBrA. Experimental play is on show from 9 October 2015 to 31 January 2016. 
 

• With over 80 works by Joan Miró, this is the first major exhibition of his work in the 
Netherlands in 59 years - the previous one was in the Stedelijk Museum in 1956. 

 
• Joan Miró enjoys enormous appreciation throughout the international art world and is a pre-

eminent and highly esteemed master of modern art. 
 

• The work in this exhibition demonstrates Miró’s radical liberation from form, gesture and 
material, and shows a striking correspondence to the works of CoBrA members. 

 
 

 
Left: Constant, ZT (Head and moon), 1949 On loan from Frans Hals Museum Haarlem ©Constant/Fondation Constant c/o Pictoright Amsterdam 
2015. Right: Joan Miró, Woman Doing Her Hair before a Mirror (Femme se coiffant devant d’une glace), 1938 Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New 
York 

 
“This will be one of the most exciting Miró exhibitions in a long time!”  
Joan Punyet Miró, Joan Miró’s grandson and Director of Successió Miró 

 
 

Miró & CoBrA: experimental play in art 
Miró & CoBrA. Experimental play is the first exhibition to explore the relationship between Joan Miró 
(1893-1983) and CoBrA (1948-1951). A chance encounter in 1946 between Asger Jorn, a Dane, and 
Dutch artist Constant Nieuwenhuys laid the foundations for CoBrA, an international group of post-
war artists. The two met at an exhibition of work by Miró in the Galerie Pierre Loeb, in Paris, and 
established Miró as a recurrent element in the movement’s history. 
 
What links Joan Miró and the Cobra artists is their playful, experimental approach to art. 
Experimentation with materials, shapes and processes was a source of knowledge and innovation for 



both the Spanish master and the Cobra artists of the post-war generation. By bringing the work of 
Miró and CoBrA together, this exhibition gives insight into a shared sense of playfulness and poetic 
attitude which are at the heart of the work of both. 
 
Katja Weitering, artistic director: 
“Miró & CoBrA is the long-awaited exhibition of one of the best-loved and exceptional 20th-century artists. 
This show is emphatically not a classic retrospective. By establishing a link with the Cobra movement and the 
museum’s own collection, Miró & CoBrA sheds new light on the Spanish master.” 
 
In his late period, Miró’s artistic development saw a liberation from form, gesture and material which 
showed a striking correspondence with the work and artistic perceptions of various CoBrA 
members. This work is less familiar to general audiences – and on show now in the Netherlands for 
the very first time. This exhibition illuminates a wide range of experimental techniques which include, 
besides painting, works on paper, ceramics, sculpture, assemblages, visual poetry and artists’ journals. 
 
Previous Miró exhibition in the Netherlands nearly 60 years ago 
The international art world has a great appreciation for Joan Miró, a significant and well-loved 
modern master. In 2014, Vienna’s Albertina Museum launched a major retrospective of his work, 
while the Museo Reina Sofia in Madrid assembled an exhibition of his later work which toured the US 
in het same year. This summer Miró’s sculptures will be exhibited in the gardens of the Rijksmuseum 
in Amsterdam. There has been no extensive Miró retrospective in the Netherlands for nearly 60 
years, since the Stedelijk Museum’s exhibition in 1956. Now, in 2015, the Cobra Museum has 
succeeded in collating a substantial Miró exhibition which includes works from the Netherlands and 
abroad, thanks in part to assistance from many international partners. For example, New York’s 
Guggenheim Museum has generously provided Paysage (1927), while the Scottish National Gallery of 
Modern Art has sent the major work Figures and Bird (1934-1936) and the Museo Reina Sofia in 
Madrid has provided five works from the period from 1945-1950. 
 
More than 100 works, plus a reconstruction of Miró’s Mallorca studio 
The exhibition includes more than 80 works by Joan Miró and 60 works by various Cobra artists 
including Karel Appel, Asger Jorn, Constant and Pierre Alechinsky. A central part of the exhibition is 
the reconstruction of Miró’s Mallorca studio, consisting of more than 40 original objects and shown 
for the first time on such a large scale. This part of the exhibition has been made possible thanks to a 
collaboration with the Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró a Mallorca. 
 

Joan Miró at ‘Son Boter’ studio, Palma de Mallorca 1973. 
Photo: Francesc Català-Roca 

 
Miró & Me 
Miró & Me is a series of activities planned in the context of Miró & 
CoBrA. These include tours, an audio tour (on your own smart 
phone), a range of workshops, a children’s workshop and a drawing 
competition for schools. In every activity, the key intention is to 
excite and share curiosity, and to this end the Cobra Museum makes 
use of the Visible Thinking (VT) methodology developed by Harvard 
University. Miró’s playful, expressive work is particularly appropriate 
to challenge visitors and to get them to take a closer look and think 
creatively. You can read more about VT techniques at 
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/VisibleTh
inking1.html. 

 

Press preview. A special press preview will be held on Thursday 8 October from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
attended by Joan Miró’s grandson and Miró curator Punyet Miró, director of the Fundació Pilar i Joan 
Miró Elvira Cámara López, Cobra Museum artistic director Katja Weitering and Cobra Museum 



business director Els Ottenhof. Kees van Twist, the advisor for the exhibition initiative, will also 
attend. A specially compiled catalogue will accompany the exhibition. 

Funds and Partners. The Cobra Museum of Modern Art is supported by the Municipality of Amstelveen and 
the BankGiro Lottery. Moreover, the exhibition Miró & Cobra is supported by the Fonds 21, VSB Fonds, 
Mondriaan Foundation, Blockbuster Fonds and Zabawas. 

Cobra Museum for Modern Art, Amstelveen  
The Cobra Museum for Modern Art celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2015, having set out in 1995 
to spotlight the legacy and ideas of the Cobra movement. The collaboration between the Cobra 
Museum and the Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró a Mallorca, the Successió Miró and the other museums 
providing works on loan demonstrates the ongoing ambitions of the museum to promote the Cobra 
movement in the international arena and compile relevant exhibitions in the Netherlands. In this 
respect, Miró & CoBrA constitutes an extension of the exhibition Klee & CoBrA: A child’s play, which 
could be seen in the Cobra Museum in 2012. The Cobra Museum’s artistic staff continually monitors 
developments in modern European painting that demonstrate relationships to the CoBrA group, and 
regularly hosts modern art with an affinity to the Cobra attitude. Starting on 20 November, in 
parallel to Miró & CoBrA, the museum will host a retrospective of work by Jennifer Tee, the winner of 
the Cobra Kunstprijs Amstelveen. 

 

For the press:  
 

• The attached PDF includes available media images and captions. 
• By personal appointment during the press preview on 8 October, Gundy van Dijk, Cobra Museum’s 

head of education, will be available to discuss a work by Miró using Visual Thinking techniques. 
• For more information, hi-res media images, or an invitation to the media presentation, please contact 

Eric Wie, Cobra Museum’s head of communications, at E.wie@cobra-museum.nl or +31 (0)20 
5475052. 


