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Montreal, august 25, 2015 - sbc Gallery of contemporary art 
presents, in partnership with Le Mois de la Photo à Montréal, Tous 
décavés by Isabelle Le Minh, a project specifically conceived for 
the biennial.  

For its 14th edition Le Mois de la Photo à Montréal explores 
The Post-Photographic Condition, a theme conceived by catalan 
guest curator, Joan Fontcuberta. The post-photographic era 
is characterized by the massification of images and by their 
circulation and availability online. digital technology not only 
provokes ontological fractures in photography, but also engenders 
profound changes in its social and functional values. deployed 
in 16 exhibition sites, the biennial will feature the works of 29 
canadian and international artists who critically react to this 
massive presence of images and their unlimited access in our 
current visual culture.

In Isabelle Le Minh’s project Tous décavés (2015), the artist works 
with identification techniques, from the physiognomic atlases and 
fingerprint files that began to appear in the nineteenth century, to 
today’s most sophisticated facial recognition systems. Le Minh’s 
work, with its countless traces of identity that we supply when we 
visit a Web site or operate a touch screen, offers a critique of the 
obsession with security since 9/11 and the subsequent frenzy to 
create biometric data banks. Le Minh borrows the title of her show 
from alphonse bertillon, the inventor of forensic anthropometry. 
In his Manuel du portrait parlé, bertillon employs the phrase 
“décavés, tracez ça” as a mnemonic aid for remembering the 
abbreviations used to describe the shape of the human ear. 
d.K.v. (derived from deq. car. vex) refers to an album containing 
hundreds of portraits of criminals.

image : Portraits soufflés, After Alphonse Bertillon (detail), 2015
Photographic installation. Courtesy of the artist and  

Galerie Christophe Gaillard, Paris

Isabelle le Minh was born in 1965 in schötmar; she lives and 
works in Caen. she holds a degree from the école nationale 
supérieure de la Photographie d’ arles, and has exhibited her work 
at choices collectors Weekend (2015), the société Française de 
Photographie (2014), the centre Photographique d’Île-de-France 
(2014), the Musée des beaux-arts de Mulhouse (2013), Paris 
Photo (2012), the 55th salon d’art contemporain de Montrouge 
(2010), and the Municipal Museum of contemporary art in Gent 
(2009). she has also curated many projects, including at the Galerie 
christophe Gaillard in Paris (2012) and at the école régionale des 
beaux-arts de rouen (2006). she was nominated for the nièpce 
Prize in 2014. she is represented by Galerie christophe Gaillard 
in Paris.

ConversatIon 
between Isabelle Le Minh and Joan Fontcuberta  

Montreal Museum of Fine arts 
13.09.2015 - 1:30 pm

 
GUIDeD toUrs 

17.09 and 24.09.2015, 01.10 and 08.10.2015 - 3:30 pm 
 

les JoUrnées De la CUltUre  
 Tracing our imprints     

art workshop for children ages 6 to 12  
beginning at 1 pm and 2 pm
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