
 

 

 
 

GASWORKS TO REOPEN WITH AN EXHIBITION OF NEW WORK BY  
SOUTH AFRICAN ARTIST KEMANG WA LEHULERE  

 

 
Kemang Wa Lehulere, Do not go far they say, 2015, suitcase, earth, grass, salvaged school desks (wood), 

ceramic dogs, 54 x 200 x 92cm. Courtesy the Artist & Stevenson Gallery 

 
SHOW TO INCLUDE A SITE-SPECIFIC COMMISSION IN NEWLY REDEVELOPED  

EXHIBITION SPACE 
 

24 SEPTEMBER – 8 NOVEMBER 2015 
 
Press Release: 28 August 2015  
 

Kemang Wa Lehulere: Sincerely yours, 

24 September – 8 November 2015 

Press View: 23 September 2015, 10am – 12pm. RSVP essential to rachel@suttonpr.com 
 
Gasworks, the pioneering arts organisation in Vauxhall, is to reopen after a major redevelopment with 
an exhibition by emerging South African artist Kemang Wa Lehulere on 24 September. Sincerely 
yours, is the first UK solo exhibition by the artist. The show takes inspiration from South African 
intellectual Sol T. Plaatje’s (1876-1932) journeys to England in the early 20

th
 century and aims to 

establish a speculative encounter between Plaatje’s past and Wa Lehulere’s present. The show will 
include new chalk on blackboard drawings, and soil and grass sculptures, which Wa Lehulere refers 
to as ‘living sculptures’, among other works. 
 



 

 

 
Working across performance, drawing, writing, sculpture and installation, Wa Lehulere’s work 
explores how South Africa’s past continues to haunt the present, unravelling the relationships 
between personal and collective histories, amnesia and the archive, remembering and forgetting. 
Forgotten historical figures often resurface anachronistically as characters or props in the artist’s 
narrative repertoire. This process of revision — of both past lives and his own work — will underpin 
his exhibition at Gasworks, for which he will create site-specific works in the newly refurbished 
building. 
 
In researching to produce work for this exhibition, Wa Lehulere has drawn from various sources 
including his collection of postage stamps from countries that no longer exist and American playwright 
Richard Walton Tulley’s (1877-1945) forgotten play ‘The Bird of Paradise’ (1912) set in 1890s Hawaii 
via the legacy of Sol Plaatje. Also inspired by theatre and set design, Wa Lehulere’s works are often 
conceived as dramatic ‘acts’ or ‘rehearsals’ in long-term narrative arcs centering on motifs such as the 
act of falling or the unfaithfulness of language. 
 
Wa Lehulere is the recipient of the prestigious Standard Bank Young Artist Award (2015) which 
recognises exceptional ability by young South African artists. The touring exhibition which opened in 
June 2015 (History Will Break Your Heart) will travel around the country through to August 2016. For 
this show, Wa Lehulere again called on forgotten histories, this time related to South African artist 
Gladys Mgudlandlu (1925 – 1979) whose never before seen mural paintings were uncovered by Wa 
Lehulere in a process of metaphoric and physical excavation of the walls in Mgudlandlu’s old home, in 
Gugulethu where Wa Lehulere himself grew up. Wa Lehulere produced a short documentary of his 
process to uncover the lost murals underneath nine layers of paint and plaster. In collaboration with 
his aunt who had seen the paintings herself in 1971 when Mgudlandlu was still alive, the artist 
requested her to recreate the mural paintings from memory using chalk on blackboards.  
 
Wa Lehulere often takes flight from a point or various points in history, again evident in another recent 
body of work to do with an instruction he found in Japanese artist Mieko Shiomi’s (b. 1938) Spatial 
Poem No. 3 (Falling Event, 1966). As though he himself had created a new history, Wa Lehulere, for 
his exhibition To whom it may concern in Stevenson Gallery’s Cape Town space, created a 
conceptual link between exiled South African writer and journalist Nat Nakasa (1937 – 1965) and 
Shiomi’s ‘forms of falling’, as a way of documenting Nakasa’s death: he fell. Wa Lehulere has also in 
recent exhibitions combined leather suitcases, blackboards, salvaged wooden school desks, mass-
produced ornamental ceramic dogs, and grass the artist collected from Nakasa’s grave in upstate 
New York in 2013, more than a year before his remains were announced to be repatriated by the 
South African government. 
 
Sincerely yours, is the first exhibition in Gasworks’ newly redeveloped space, after the organisation 
purchased its freehold and underwent a major redevelopment by award-winning British architects 
HAT Projects. Gasworks has a rich history of supporting UK and international artists, by providing an 
innovative programme of exhibitions, international residencies, artists’ studios and outreach activities. 
The redevelopment ensures that Gasworks has a permanent home in the Vauxhall area and can 
continue its legacy of nurturing emerging artists. Alongside this exhibition, there will also be an 
opportunity to view Open Studios with artists-in-residence Grace Weinrib (Chile), Desire Machine 
Collective (India), Andrea Canepa (Peru) and Rubén Grilo (Spain) on Saturday 26 September.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

For further press information and to request images please contact Jenny McVean at SUTTON 
on + 44 (0)20 7183 3577 or email jenny@suttonpr.com  
 
Notes to Editors 
 
LISTINGS  
 
Venue: Gasworks, 155 Vauxhall Street, London SE11 5RH  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7587 5202 
Hours: (during exhibitions only) Wed-Sun, 12-6pm or by appointment 
Website: www.gasworks.org.uk 
Entry: Free  
Access: The whole building is fully wheelchair accessible 

 
About Gasworks 
 
For over twenty years Gasworks has played a unique role in the contemporary visual arts sector by 
working at the intersection between UK and international practices and debates. It does this by 
providing studios for London-based artists; commissioning emerging UK-based and international 
artists to present their first major exhibitions in London; and developing a highly-respected 
international residencies programme, mainly working with artists based outside Europe and North 
America. All programmes are accompanied by events and participatory workshops that engage local 
and international audiences with artists and their work. 
 
Gasworks and Triangle Network are registered as a charity in the UK under ‘Triangle Arts Trust’ and 
all their activities are free to the public. 
 
About Triangle Network  
 
Triangle Network was founded by Sir Anthony Caro and Robert Loder in 1982 and started with an 
artists’ workshop in Upstate New York in the summer of the same year.  
 
The workshop brought together approximately 25 emerging and mid-career artists from the US, 
Canada and the UK, who spent two weeks making work alongside each other. The workshop aimed 
to provide the artists with space and time to make new work informed by the exchange of ideas and 
the sharing of knowledge and skills with each other. As such, the focus of the workshop was directed 
more towards the process of making work rather than the product.  
 
After the success of the initial workshops, the organisers decided to widen the geographical reach of 
the workshop and invite artists from South Africa, namely David Koloane and Bill Ainsley who, after 
attending the NY workshop, decided to organise a Triangle workshop outside Johannesburg. They 
invited artists from South Africa and neighbouring countries, some of whom returned home and 
decided to start workshops of their own, thereby instigating the development of a network which is still 
growing and to date has spread to over 40 countries worldwide.  
 
Over time, several small artist-run spaces have joined the network and some workshops have 
acquired permanent spaces, becoming organisations with buildings that generally offer studios for 
local artists, international residencies, exhibitions and community outreach activities. Gasworks is one 
such organisation and is also the hub of the Triangle Network. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenny@suttonpr.com
http://www.gasworks.org.uk/


 

 

About Kemang Wa Lehulere 
 
Kemang Wa Lehulere was born in 1984 in Cape Town, where he lives and works. He has a BA Fine 
Arts degree from the University of the Witwatersrand (2011). Solo exhibitions have taken place at 
Lombard Freid Projects, New York (2013); the Goethe-Institut, Johannesburg (2011) and the 
Association of Visual Arts in Cape Town (2009), in addition to Stevenson. Notable group exhibitions 
include the Edinburgh Art Festival (2015); African Odysseys at Le Brass Cultural Centre of Forest, 
Belgium (2015); the 8th Berlin Biennale (2014); Public Intimacy: Art and Social Life in South Africa at 
the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco (2014); The Ungovernables, the second triennial 
exhibition of the New Museum in New York (2012); A Terrible Beauty is Born, the 11th Biennale de 
Lyon at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Lyon, France (2011) and When Your Lips Are My Ears, 
Our Bodies Become Radios at the Kunsthalle Bern and Zentrum Paul Klee in Bern, Switzerland 
(2010). Wa Lehulere was a co-founder of the Gugulective (2006), an artist-led collective based in 
Cape Town, and is a founding member of the Center for Historical Reenactments in Johannesburg. 
He was the winner of the inaugural Spier Contemporary Award in 2007, the MTN New 
Contemporaries Award in 2010, and the Tollman Award for the Visual Arts in 2012; he was one of two 
young artists awarded the 15th Baloise Art Prize at Art Basel in 2013, and won the first International 
Tiberius Art Award Dresden in 2014. He was the recipient of an Ampersand Foundation residency in 
New York in 2012 and is the winner of the 2015 Standard Bank South Africa, Young Artists Award.  


