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Huger Foote 
Now Here Then

The opening reception for the exhibition is also the offi  cial release of Huger Foote’s new monograph Now 
Here Then, published by Dashwood Books, New York City’s only independent bookstore dedicated to pho-
tography. 

Foote’s Now Here Then exhibition presents a kaleidoscopic glimpse into an ethereal past. These photographs 
were taken in locations around the world, and over many years, including a rare portrait of his mother he took 
when he was a boy to a scene from his former fl at in London. 

Over the course of his career, Foote archived and stored thousands of photographs in addition to those he 
exhibited and used for various projects. In 2005, in a breathless and hopeful search for great images, he 
decided to fi nally unpack and rummage through this expansive archive. Between 2005 and 2008, work prints 
were created for editing purposes. These prints were strewn out onto fl oors, stacked and grouped together, 
pored over, shuffl  ed, piled, boxed, put away and pulled out again and again. Some prints were inadvertent-
ly damaged during this process -- they were stained, torn, sometimes even scorched. This furious editing 
phase gave the prints a unique “patina”, and added artifacts to the images themselves. For Foote this intense 
and serendipitous last stage of creation is just as important to fi nishing the images as was documenting the 
original subject matter, composition, color, and light. 

Between 2008 and 2010, the images were put into storage as Foote moved across the country. Over the 
last three years, Foote completed the editing of the images from thousands down to the fi nal 36. Compiled 
in the book for the fi rst time, and appearing as if from a series of dreams, they reveal the narrative of a life 
unfolding. A pool party in Memphis; women wrestling in a chair; time moving slowly in Dar es Salaam; a vase 
of fl owers on a desk distressed almost to the point of abstraction; a watery jungle in London’s Hyde Park. 
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The book Now Here Then features 36 photographs and 
essays by authors Susan Minot and Glenn O’Brien. The 
exhibition includes a selection of 17 photographs from 
the series. 

About his photography, Foote has this to say: “Life 
spans out over time in these images, there is movement 
and energy, and a search -- not to document -- but 
to perceive the elusive order, balance and proportion 
which so often is sensed but not seen outright. There is 
a precise combining of elements in the frame, and 
compositions happen through a sort of dance, by 
escaping the thinking mind and its calculations and 

engaging directly with the light and color, with places and things.”

Huger Foote was born in 1961 and has held numerous solo exhibitions in London, New York, Paris, and other 
cities, including his hometown of Memphis. His work hangs in many public and private collections around the 
globe. His fi rst monograph, “My Friend from Memphis”, was published in 2001 by Booth Clibborn Editions. 
He resides in NYC and upstate NY. 

David Lusk Gallery is located at 516 Hagan Street in Nashville’s Wedgewood/Houston Neighborhood. Gallery 
hours are Tu-Sa 11-5. For more information or visuals please contact the Gallery at 615-780-9990 or 
gallery@davidluskgallery.com.
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