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You are warmly invited to a press preview of our  
two up-coming exhibitions: 
 

Margherita Spiluttini – Archiv der Räume (Archive of Spaces) 
An exhibition by Landesgalerie Linz des Oberösterreichischen Landesmuseums and 
Die Photographische Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur, in cooperation with the artist 
(Room 1) 
 
11 September 2015 to 24 January 2016 
 
Press preview on Thursday 10 September at 11 a.m. 
(Please register by email to pr@sk-kultur.de) 
 
Official opening: Thursday 10 September at 7 p.m. 
 
Created and produced by human being, photography as a medium of artistic production and 
presentation and the archive as a treasure trove of collections and ideas are inter-related 
fields which Margherita Spiluttini brings together in her latest exhibition “Archive of 
Spaces”. 
 
Since the early 1980s, she has been working as a freelance photographer, primarily in her 
homeland Austria, but also in Switzerland, Italy and Germany. After many years of 
collaboration with architects, theorists and artists she has built up an enormous archive of 
photographic material. Margherita Spiluttini uses her camera to explore buildings as 
everyday constructs. She captures views of the different interior and exterior spaces of 
mundane and representational buildings, finished and unfinished structures, neglected and 
destroyed edifices, roads, brownfields and bridges, urban and natural landscapes from all 
kinds of different angles. Her all-encompassing interest in constructed spaces is as evident 
as the relationship she documents between each structural form and its environment. 
Rather than present an isolated view, she seeks to capture on camera the essence of 
architecture as she experiences it, caught between its ideal and utilitarian state.  
 
As a result, Margherita Spiluttini defines the kind of classification criteria she considers 
necessary to convey and archive the photographs and exhibition work developed over 
several creative periods. The chronological or scientific-historical aspects play a 
subordinate role in cataloguing the work. Instead she focuses on the different reception 
processes and conditions, the performance of various media used to present her images, 
the impact of the content, as well as formal aspects like the relation between light, colour, 
material and the object in focus, and the interplay of open-air spaces with the designed 
object, or in other words, the interplay between reality, composition, designation and 
meaning. 
 
The exhibition transfers this multi-layered approach into an individual, installation-based 
presentation of associations and dialogues that also responds to the building structure of 
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the exhibition room. Architecture as a form of expression, as a mirror of its own time, is once 
again reflected in this way. Selected large-format colour images of very different objects and 
landscape views point to structural congruencies in the way things correspond with one 
another. 
 
Particularly in the early years of her photographic career, Margherita Spiluttini devoted a 
number of black and white photo series to the buildings and areas of Vienna – the city where 
she has lived for many years now. Building gaps, peripheral brownfields and former 
industrial premises form the subject of an urban space that is constantly subjected to 
change; they denote interim situations, which speak of the past and point to the future, and 
in doing so take on their own significance – an aspect of fundamental importance to this 
photographer. 
 
The importance of the archive to Margherita Spiluttini is evident from the fact that her 
complete image archive features in this exhibition in the form of slide shows and screen 
presentations. 
 
The book accompanying this exhibition “Margherita Spiluttini – Archiv der Räume” is a joint 
publication of the Landesgalerie Linz des Oberösterreichischen Landesmuseum and Die 
Photographische Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur, Salzburg. Fotohof edition, 2015. 
German/English©www.gabrielelenz.at  Price: €29. 
 
 

A Look at the Collection: Hugo Schmölz and Werner Mantz – Residential 
Buildings in Cologne in 1920s and 1930s. 
 
An exhibition of the Photographische Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur (Room 2) 
 
11 September 2015 to 24 January 2016 
 
One of the speciality areas of photographer Hugo Schmölz (1879 Sonthofen – 1938 
Cologne) and Werner Mantz (1901 Cologne – 1983 Eijsden) was the technically very 
demanding field of architectural photography. The outstanding shots of these two 
photographers, which followed formal and aesthetically clear principles, were responsible 
for their success. As visual mediators and interpreters of contemporary buildings, they 
sought to combine the reality of what they saw with the vision of their clients. The images 
the two photographers produced as a way of documenting and archiving the building 
projects were intended to be true to reality, contemporary and promotionally effective. 
 
One of their key clients was Kölner Gemeinnützige AG für Wohnungsbau (Cologne non-
profit organisation for residential buildings), known today as GAG Immobilien AG. Founded 
in 1913, the aim was to meet the rising demand for affordable and practical living space in 
Cologne. Due to the immediate outbreak of World War I soon afterwards, initially only the 
first section of the small-apartment housing estate was able to be completed in Cologne-
Bickendorf. But from 1919 onwards, renewed building activity led to construction of the 
“Nibelungen Siedlung” in Cologne-Mauenheim and the “Milchmädchensiedlung” in the 
suburb of Poll. In the 1920s, building projects in several different suburbs followed, such as 
the “Germania Siedlung” in Höhenberg, the “Grüne Hof” in Mauenheim, the “Rosenhof-
Siedlung” in Bickendorf, the “Blue Court” in Kalkerfeld or current-day Buchforst, the 
buildings in Ehrenfeld, the “Siedlung Amsterdamer Straße” in Niehl, the “Naumann 
Siedlung” in Riehl, the development of Zollstock as a suburb and the “Neues Bauen” 
(“International Style”) showcase project, the “Weiße Stadt” in Kalkerfeld, today Buchforst. 
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Hugo Schmölz and Werner Mantz produced comprehensive photographic documentation of 
what were considered to be ultra-modern housing estates at that time. Their photographs 
now provide crucial evidence of an important chapter in the urban and architectural history 
of Cologne. For as a result of all the destruction caused by the Second World War, 
subsequent renovation or demolition work,  these photos  are in some cases the only 
remaining proof of a bygone era. 
 
In July 2014 the current property company, GAG Immobilien AG, handed over its historic 
photographic stock, and the works of Hugo Schmölz and Werner Mantz in particular, to the 
Photographische Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur on permanent loan. This handover of a total 
of around 1500 works was prompted by a desire for conservation and preservation of the 
historic material within the collection stock of the SK Stiftung Kultur which already houses 
work of similar significance by August Sander, Albert Renger-Patzsch, Ruth Hallensleben 
and Bernd and Hilla Becher. 
 
An initial presentation of about 100 photographs of the total set will occur in this first 
exhibition in the exhibition rooms of Die Photographische Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur. An 
accompanying booklet has been produced for this exhibition to provide an insight into the 
overall collection of Hugo Schmölz and Werner Mantz works (German/English). Price: €3. 
 
Die Photographische Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur, Im Mediapark 7, 50670 Cologne, Phone: 
0049 (0)221/888 95 300, photographie@sk-kultur.de, www.photographie-sk-kultur.de 
The exhibition is open every day except Wednesday from 2 - 7 p.m. Entrance fee: €4.50 
(Concession: €2), with free entry on Mondays. 
The exhibition rooms will be closed from 23 to 27 December, on 31 December 2015 and on 
1 January 2016. 
 
Press photos of the exhibition are available in the Press section of our website www.sk-
kultur.de (direct link: www.sk-kultur.de/presse). The user name and password for this 
section is: presse 
 
 


