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press release 
 
Opening on Saturday, September 19 at the Museo Marino Marini is the solo exhibition of the Norwegian artist Fredrik 
Værslev (1979), with an original project designed and built for the Florentine Museum, curated by Alberto Salvadori. 
 
Værslev’s paintings are distinctive for their use of organic agents such as fungi and moulds that are allowed to act on the raw 
linen canvases, and industrial paints sprayed on glass.  
 
At the Museo Marino Marini, the artist will present two series of works: the first, Trolley Paintings, and Glass Paintings were 
both produced for the occasion. The Trolley Paintings, made with a mechanized striping machine, usually used to mark the 
lines of athletic fields and borders and to divide the lanes on roads and highways, here are enriched by an unusual figurative 
approach, inspired by the aesthetics and atmosphere of the crypt of the Museum Marino Marini, the site of the exhibition. If 
the movement and direction appear to be entirely limited by the mechanical function, the paint is also distributed along the 
surface of the canvas with spraying and leakage outside the straight line, thanks to the machine's occasional malfunctioning. 
The signs are superimposed in a sort of collage, a composition of the weblike lines that have various atmospheres and 
transparencies. Following this particular strategy, the artist examines the intersection and the dichotomy that link abstraction, 
decoration and representation, slipping to the edge of control and joining the tradition of gesture painting which freed artists 
from the academic and pre-conceptual schemes from the 1950s onwards. 
 
Formally and aesthetically, the glass works were conceived in response to the Trolley Paintings, and manifest themselves as 
a kind of secondary pictorial space with respect to them. The Glass Paintings are made of frosted acrylic glass and are 
brought to life in their transparent and translucent colours by an artificial light, a simple light bulb mounted on a pedestal in 
perfect harmony with those installed to light the works of Marino Marini, displayed on the first floor of the museum. 
Technically, the glass has undergone a painting process of having the paint removed with an ice scraper. The result of what 
remains are abstract surfaces, with simple marks that hint at grandiose landscape scenes, once again making the artist’s 
work a part of the imaginative wake of that entirely Florentine visionary tradition of the working in stone, where nature and 
artifice have generated landscapes that in some cases never existed and are present in all of our minds.  
 



For the exhibition, Mousse Publishing will be publishing a monograph developed in partnership with Le Passerelle Centre 
d'art contemporain de Brest, dedicated to a solo exhibition of Vaerslev’s work in February 2015, supported by the Giò 
Marconi Gallery (Milan), Standard (Oslo) and Andrew Kreps (New York). 
 
The exhibition is organized with the support of the Region of Tuscany, OAC Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze, Galleria Giò 
Marconi (Milan), Andrew Kreps (New York) and Standard (Oslo). The initiative is in collaboration with the Luigi Pecci Centre 
for Contemporary Art under the auspices of the regional project: “Cantiere Toscana Contemporanea”. 
Thanks to the collaboration with Antinori Art Project. 
 
 
 
Fredrik Værslev was born in 1979 in Moss, Norway. He studied at the Staatliche Hochschule fur Bildende Künste, 
Städelschule, in Frankfurt and at the Malmö Art Academy in Sweden. He currently lives and works in Drøbak. He is director 
and founder of the Landings Project Space in Vestfossen in Norway. 
His latest solo exhibitions include: Andrew Kreps Gallery, New York; Luminar Cité, Lisbon; Power Station, Dallas; The World 
is Your Oyster, Circus, Berlin; Rubbish, with Ståle Vold, Johan Berggren Gallery, Malmö; Lanterne Rouge, STANDARD, 
Oslo; Sunny Side Up, Indipendenza Studio, Rome and That came out a Little Country, Front Desk Apparatus, New York. 
Group exhibitions include: Modern Institiute, Glasgow; Flex-Sil Reloaded, Kunsthalle St. Gallen, St. Gallen; Lunds Konsthall, 
Lund; Awaiting Immenence, Isbrytaren, Stockholm; Lies about Painting, Moderna Museet, Malmö; A Human Interval, Circus, 
Berlin; Fruits de la Passion, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; Collaborations & Interventions, Kunsthalle Andratx, Mallorca; 
Priority Moments, Herald St, London; Le Printemps de Septembre, The Museum les Abbatoirs & Croix Baragnon, Toulouse. 
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