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Meryl McMaster: Ancestral

 
Opening Reception: Saturday, November 14, 5 to 8 pm
Artist Talk: Saturday, November 14, 4 pm
Exhibition: November 4 through December 19, 2015
 
Bockley Gallery is pleased to announce its upcoming exhibition Meryl McMaster: Ancestral that 
will feature a selection of digital chromogenic prints from two of the artist’s photo-based projects, 
the Ancestral and In-Between Worlds series. The exhibition Ancestral is the premiere showing 
of McMaster’s work in the Twin Cities and the artist, who lives and works in Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada, will give an artist talk in the gallery preceding the exhibition opening.

The Ancestral series from 2008-2009 comprises a provocative mix of portraits and self-portraits 
of which six will be shown. Here, McMaster manipulates the faces of her stoic, unsmiling 
subjects, overlaying their visages with other images to create a hauntingly expressive body of 
work. “Using late 19th century historical images of various Aboriginal men and women, the 
images were digitally projected onto the subject,” states McMasters. “The idea is to take historical 
bodies by inserting them into the present, bringing together old and new, as a way of looking at 
the past through the present.” Printed at a relatively large scale of 40 x 30 inches, the Ancestral 
prints are a psychological tour de force.

McMaster has expanded her practice by sometimes incorporating other media into her photo-
based work or constructing staged environments, which she then meticulously photographs. 
Two such works from her In-Between Worlds series will be on view in the rear gallery. Obliquely 
narrative, the images depict highly crafted tableaux whose protagonists are adorned with 
idiosyncratic costumes and accessories such as a bird’s nest hat of coiled metal, constricting 
goggles, or a veil of butterflies. According to the artist, “In-Between Worlds explores the mixing 
and transforming of bi-cultural identities - Aboriginal and Euro-Canadian. This series addresses 
the idea of liminality, of being betwixt and between cultural identities and histories.”
 
In the end, McMaster’s images investigate how we construct our sense of self through our 
perceptions of lineage, history and culture. Having both Indigenous and European ancestry, 
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McMaster approaches notions of identity subjectively, believing that identity is an open-ended 
concept or process that is shaped by internal and external actions and experiences.  Both the 
Ancestral and In-Between Worlds evoke this point of view.

Since 2012, McMaster’s work has been shown widely in more than 30 solo and group exhibitions 
across Canada and the United States. Her Wandering series of photographs is currently on view 
at the Museum of Contemporary Native Arts in Santa Fe NM, through December 31, 2015. Her 
Second Self photo-based series is on view at the Smithsonian National Museum of the American 
in New York City through December 11, 2015. McMaster’s work has been acquired by various 
public collections including the Art Gallery of Ontario, the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery, the 
Canada Council Art Bank, the Eiteljorg Museum, and the Donovan Collection.

Meryl McMaster is a Plains Cree member of the Siksika Nation, and is also of British and Dutch 
ancestry. In 2010 she graduated with a BFA from the Ontario College of Art and Design, now 
OCAD University, in Toronto, ON with a concentration in Photography.  She is also the recipient 
of the 2015 Visual Artists: Emerging Grant from the Ontario Arts Council; the 2013 Creation 
& Production Grant for Emerging Artists, from the City of Ottawa; and, a 2013 Eiteljorg 
Contemporary Art Fellow, from The Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art in 
Indianapolis IN. In 2012 she was awarded the Charles Pachter Prize for Emerging Artists from 
The Hnatyshyn Foundation in Ottawa.

photos: 
Meryl McMaster, Ancestral 9, 2008, 50 x 40 inches, digital chromogenic print 
Meryl McMaster, Ancestral 14, 2009, 50 x 40 inches, digital chromogenic print

See exhibit images.

For further information or press photos please contact Bockley Gallery.
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