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The Helpful Crocodile, 2015, Acrylic on canvas, 40 in x 30 in / 101.6 cm x 76.2 cm 

 

Diamond in the Distance chronicles Rodel Tapaya’s recent explorations in the metaphorical search for “treasure” and all 
things tangible or intangible that people put value to. The solo exhibition features a selection of new acrylic works on 
canvas and paper by the acclaimed Filipino artist. 
 
Drawing inspiration from a story by American minister Russell Conwell called Acres of Diamonds, Tapaya looks into the 
plight of Overseas Filipino Workers in his large-scale paintings Slave Broker and Finding Diamonds. With these, the 
artist suggests that one might look for opportunities elsewhere while consequently leaving the people that are valuable 
to him behind. 
  
Tapaya believes that the true gem can be found in relationships. This is illustrated in his work The Helpful Crocodile 
which is based on a folktale from the Iloco region in the northern part of the Philippines. The work depicts the 
relationship between human and animal-- where a crocodile that the woman protagonist helped, in return helped the 
woman, and even sacrificed himself during a time of crisis.  
  
Also part of this exhibition are a series of works on paper presenting the various desires of human beings, portraying 
human interactions and our relationships with others. 
  
The small paintings on canvas, a break from Tapaya’s normal practice of large format works, are intimate paintings 
about deities inspired by various Philippine myths and legends. As the subject matter tackles mystical notions of gods 
and goddesses, Tapaya deliberately made these paintings small in contrast, to seemingly bridge the distance between 
mortality (the viewer) and the divine.   
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Venue 

ARNDT Singapore 
Gillman Barracks 
9 Lock Road 
#03-21 
Singapore 108937 
 

Opening hours: Tue-Sat 11am – 7pm, Sun 11am – 6pm. 
Closed on Mondays and Public Holidays. 

Press Contact 

Clarissa Cortes 
clarissa@arndtberlin.com 
+65 6734 0775 
 

 

 

About the Artist 

Rodel Tapaya (b. 1980, Phillippines)  is one of the leading Filipino visual artists of his generation and belongs to the 

most acclaimed group of artists in Southeast Asia today. Due to exposure in international exhibitions and success in 

important regional art contests his works have gained renown and critical indorsement.  He broke out in the art scene 

by earning the prestigious APB Foundation Signature Art Prize in 2011.  Selected Solo Exhibitions and Art Fairs 

include: Rodel Tapaya at Art Basel Hong Kong (2015), "ICA Off-Site: Hong Kongese" (2015), curated by Gregor Muir, 

Alia Al-Senussi and Abdullah AlTurki at Duddell’s Hong Kong, Rodel Tapaya at Art Stage Singapore (2015), Rodel 

Tapaya at the Art Fair Philippines (2014), "Bato-Balani" at the Ateneo Art Gallery, Quezon City, Philippines (2014), 

"Cloudland" at the Art Hongkong, Hongkong (2012), "Prism and Parallelism" at the BENCAB Museum, Baguio City, 

Philippines (2012), "Flowers of the Tongue" at the Vargas Museum, UP Campus Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 

(2010) and "Mythical Roots" at the SOKA ART Center, Beijing (2009). Selected group exhibitions are: "Bisa: Potent 

Presences" at the Metropolitan Museum of Manila, Philippines (2011) and "Thrice Upon a Time: A Century of Story in 

the Art of the Philippines" at the Singapore Art Museum, Singapore (2009). 

 

 

About the Gallery 

Established in 1994 as one of the first contemporary art galleries with an international profile in former East Berlin, 

ARNDT expanded its operations to the vibrant art landscapes of Asia – particularly Southeast Asia and the Pacific 

region. In its premises in Singapore, ARNDT presents its international and Asian program with solo exhibitions and 

curated shows of established and emerging artists. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


