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NICE ’N LIGHT 
The visual significance of light in everyday life. 

 

From 17 October to 24 January 2016, Centraal Museum presents the exhibition Nice 

’n light. In this thematic exhibition, the visitor is immersed in what light does 

and means to the human being. Nice ’n light brings together fashion designs, 

industrial design, visual arts and music videos from different eras and contexts. 

A neon work by Navid Nuur is juxtaposed with a sculptural sketch for a simple 

lamp by Gerrit Rietveld. A psychedelic wall painting by Roland Schimmel is 

accompanied by a Radiohead video clip, while a fashion design by Viktor & Rolf 

rubs shoulders with an esoteric light sculpture by the young artist Matthijs 

Munnik. 

 

 

Matthijs Munnik. Citadels: Common Structure (2013) Photo: Pieter Kers 
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The oldest work is a hectic and hallucinatory 16mm film by Len Lye, from 1929. 

The youngest participant is Matthijs Munnik, who is also responsible for the 

exhibition’s largest work. It is a stroboscopic monolith of six metres tall that 

instils in the viewer an experience “somewhere in between Zen and a psychosis”. 

Public participation and interaction play a major role in the exhibition. There 

is a studio where visitors can experiment with the visual power of light, and 

several of the art works explicitly seek to interact with the viewer.  

 

What is on display 

The exhibition includes works by Amy Winehouse (music video), Bastian Visch, 

Chris Kabel, Dominique Teufen, Erika Hock, Frans van Nieuwenborg, Gabriel Lester, 

Gerrit Rietveld, Ivan Navarro, Jan Andriesse, Jan van Munster, Jonas Akerlund / 

Smashing Pumpkins, Justin Timberlake (music video), Krista van der Wilk, Kylie 

Minogue(music video), Len Lye, Massive attack / Stéphane Sednaoui (music video), 

Mathijs Munnick, Navid Nuur, Oscar Santillan, Jan Tamineau, Pieke Bergmans, 

Radiohead (music video), Rietveld, Roland Schimmel, Spencer Finch, Stéphane 

Sednaoui / REM (music video), Wieki Somers, Viktor & Rolf and Willem Marijs. 

 

Lectures  ‘And there was light’ 

In the weeks leading up to the exhibition, Studium Generale (the academic 

discussion platform of Utrecht University) and Centraal Museum are jointly 

organising three public lectures under the title And there was light. Speakers 

include light designer Rogier van der Heide, author Joost Zwagerman and Professor 

Paul Wackers. The lectures are free of charge and open to all, reservations are 

not required. Go here for more information about the lectures. 

 

Note for editors, not for publication  

If you are interested in interviewing the curator Eelco van der Lingen or would 

like to receive more information, then please contact Marije Douma (Marketing & 

Communicatie) via mdouma@centraalmuseum.nl or +31 (0)30-2362313.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Opmerking [BE1]: uitleg 
toegevoegd, misschien niet 

nodig, of misschien in plaats 

daarvan alleen ‘Utrecht 

University’ noemen? 

Opmerking [BE2]: helaas niet 
meer... 

http://www.sg.uu.nl/programma/najaar-2015/en-er-was-licht

