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Seven years on from his last solo exhibition in Bologna, David Casini  will  now present the exhibition “Geometries for a 
inverted  canon”  (Geometrie  per  un  canone  rovesciato)  in  the  CAR  drde gallery  of  Bologna .  

The starting point  of  the exhibition is the “Lamentation over the Dead Christ”  (Compianto sul  Cristo morto)  by Niccolò 
dell’Arca, housed in the Church of Santa Maria della Vita in Bologna, which is well known for the extraordinary dramatic force 
that  gives this sculptural group a timeless expressive quality, although it  dates back to the second half  of the fifteenth 
century

Through his personal artistic vocabulary consisting of complex geometries and chromatic calibrations, David Casini isolates 
some of the gestures of the figures that stand around Christ’s body and transfigures their emotional intensity. By altering the 
directions and movements of their hand gestures and taking them out context he makes them substantially unrecognizable. 
The reference to  Niccolò  dell’Arca’s  masterpiece is  therefore  not  immediate  but  almost  imperceptible  and subliminal, 
supplemented by the subtle balances of metal structures and the use of porcelain, a fragile and brittle material, cast directly 
from the hands of the models enveloped by latex gloves, in gestures that closely mirror those of the original sculptures.

The  title  “Geometries  for  an  inverted  canon”  uses  a  musical  metaphor  in  reference  to  the  possibility  of  a  making  a 
contemporary reinterpretation of a previous composition. If one looks at the details it is a rigorous imitation, but seen as a 
whole  it  is  a  very  free  invention,  bound,  if  it  is  bound  to  anything,  to  new  rhythms,  distances  and  geometries.

David Casini has constructed a set of sculptures with a seemingly light and minimal appearance, but they are also provided 
with solidity and counterweights, such as those of the bases that anchor the vertical emphasis of the structures. In some 
cases however they are suspended from above, so that the layers and stratifications of their textures, based on a sort of  
geology  of  urban  forms,  seem  to  acquire  volume  from  a  two-dimensional  foundation,  so  as  to  create  a  light  and 
indecipherable universe.

David Casini was born in Montevarchi, Tuscany, in 1973. He currently lives and works in Bologna. His work has been widely 
shown in a number of  solo exhibitions including those at  the  Plutschow Gallery in Zurich, the  Analix  Forever  Gallery in 
Geneva, the  MAR museum of modern and contemporary art of Ravenna, and the  T293 Gallery in Naples. He has also 
participated  in  several  important  collective  exhibitions  at  various  venues  including  The 4th  Thessaloniki  Biennale  of  
Contemporary Art at Thessaloniki (2013), MAC - Musee d'Art Contemporain of Marseille (2012), SESC Pinheiros at Sao Paulo 
(2012),  Oceanomania at  the  Nouveau  Musée  National  de  Monaco  (2011),  the  traveling  exhibition  The  Mediterranean 
Approach at Palazzo Zenobio in Venice (2011), and Celebration at the Macedonian Museum of Contemporary Art in Athens 
(2010). He won the Talent Prize in 2009.
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