
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
September 21, 2015 
  
Contact: Jason Smith, communications director or Rachel Bruya, exhibitions coordinator 
  

New side-by-side solo exhibitions at James Watrous Gallery  
On view November 6–December 27, 2015 

  
MADISON–Solo exhibitions by Wisconsin artists Rina Yoon (Milwaukee) and Sandra Byers (Rock Springs) 
will be on view beginning Friday, November 6, 2015, at the Wisconsin Academy's James Watrous Gallery, 
located on the 3rd floor of Overture Center for the Arts in Madison. Details are as follows: 

 Exhibition dates: November 6 - December 27, 2015 
 Opening reception (free and open to the public): Saturday, November 7, 5:30-7:30 pm, with informal 

gallery talks by the artists at 6:30pm 

EXHIBITION DESCRIPTIONS 

Rina Yoon: Between In and Yeon 

 
Rina Yeon, Earth Body 27 (detail), 2012.  Photo Polymer Gravure, 34" x 22". 

  

Rina Yoon’s current work is a meditation on the relationship of fate and will in our lives. The figures in her 
EarthBody print series and her coiled paper and video works crouch and bend, unfurling like seedlings or 
rolling like leaves in the wind. Their simple shapes have a primal, almost fetal quality, as if they are still 
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being formed. Yoon compares these figures to seeds “planted in the soil of life,” with innate qualities that 
may be either nurtured or stunted by life’s trials and joys. 

Having immigrated to the U.S. from Korea over thirty years ago, Yoon has thought a great deal about 
"rootedness" and cultural identity. The title of her show, “Between In and Yeon,” refers to Inyeon, a Buddhist 
concept that encompasses the relationship between cause and effect as well as their essential unity. For 
Yoon, this is a reminder that “our identity is not a static thing or one thing. My sense of self does not need to 
be defined by nationality, geography, or culture. Understanding that ‘I’ am not an autonomous entity but a 
part of a whole gives me comfort and a feeling of openness.” 
  
About the Artist 
Rina Yoon focuses on non-traditional printmaking methods in her work. Yoon uses the printmaking process 
for its unique and visual characteristics, rather than producing multiple prints of the same image. Marks 
embedded into the paper by the pressure of the press, built-up layers allowing time for reflection and 
meditation, and reconfigured multiple plates to change or alter images altogether are some of the processes 
and qualities she embraces in her large-scale prints, print installations, drawings, and mixed media works. 
Rina Yoon received her BFA in Studio Art from Southern Methodist University and MFA in Printmaking from 
Washington University. Yoon currently teaches printmaking at the Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design. 

  

  

  

Sandra Byers: The Nature of Things 

.  
Sandra Byers, Double  Mobius, 2013.  Porcelain, h 1.5" x 2 2.25" x d 1.5" 

  

Sandra Byers works in porcelain, creating tiny sculptures that echo natural forms and textures. They bring to 
mind the sort of treasures one might pocket on a weekend hike: shells and bones, nuts and mushrooms, 
wasp’s nests, honeycomb, flower buds and feathers. Byers’ precise, clean forms conjure, rather than mimic, 
these natural forms, seeking their essence. While small enough to fit in your hand, they are imbued with a 
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powerful tension; although Byers’s pieces might be equally impressive on a larger scale, their intimate size 
creates a strikingly emotional impact.   

Byers appreciates porcelain for its strength, delicacy, and translucence. Like shells and flower petals, 
porcelain “comes to life in the sunlight,” she says.Her newest series is inspired by the Möbius strip, a form 
that scientists have not yet found in nature. It's a mark of Byers’ subtle genius that her Möbius forms, 
ironically, seem as natural as a weathered stone. 
         
About the Artist 
Sandra Byers earned a design degree from Cornell University, where she discovered her love of clay. Her 
work has been exhibited nationally and is in the collections of the Racine Art Museum, Purdue University 
(Indiana), the Tweed Museum of Art in Duluth, the Everson Museum of Art in Syracuse, and Arizona State 
University, among others. She has twice been an Artist in Residence at Kohler Company’s Arts/Industry 
program, including two solo exhibitions at Kohler Art Center. She lives and works in an old schoolhouse 
nestled in Rock Springs, Wisconsin.  

FOR MEDIA ONLY: Download exhibition images at flickr.com for Rina Yoon and Sandra Byers. 

This exhibition is made possible through the generous support of the Wisconsin Arts Board and Double 
Tree, with funds from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. The James Watrous 
Gallery also receives ongoing support from Doubletree Hotel-Madison and the members of the nonprofit 
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters. 

ABOUT THE JAMES WATROUS GALLERY 
Free and open to the public, the James Watrous Gallery is a program of the Wisconsin Academy of 
Sciences, Arts & Letters, an independent, nonprofit organization that seeks to inspire discovery, illuminate 
creative work, and foster civil dialogue. The gallery's primary focus is the work of contemporary Wisconsin 
visual artists. We also present exhibitions that explore the history of art in Wisconsin or topics that bridge 
the sciences, arts, and humanities. Our goals are to support Wisconsin visual art and artists through quality 
exhibitions and programs, to provide opportunities for viewers to actively engage in the visual arts, and to 
encourage a spirit of inquiry.  

For more information, please visit wisconsinacademy.org/gallery or call 608-265-2500. 
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