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Reynolds Gallery is pleased to announce the opening of an exhibition of photographs by Sally Mann 
entitled Six Rivers.  The exhibition opens with a reception for the artist on Friday, September 18 and 
continues through October 30, 2015.  During the opening reception, Mann will hold a book signing for her 
recently released memoir, Hold Still, a Little, Brown, and Company publication.   

Sally Mann’s importance as a photographer, contemporary artist, and Southern cultural icon cannot be 
overstated.  Since publishing her first books of photography in the 1980’s, she has been a fixture in 
national and international contemporary art.  Unafraid of taboo and backlash, she has fiercely produced 
art that challenges both the role of photography in the contemporary art world and the critical gaze of 
viewers who would prefer pretty pictures to the toothy, often jarring, photographs that she has produced 
through the years.  Series such as Immediate Family, in which she photographed her children at play, 
rest, and in times of crisis met a firestorm of conservative criticism from well-beyond the bounds of the art 
world upon its release in the early 1990s. Her What Remains series from the late 1990s - early 2000s 
was a no-holds-barred investigation of death and beauty, and whether beauty can be found in death. 
These series exemplify Mann’s fearlessness, as the possibility of critique has never held her back from 
exhibiting challenging work.  Her recent memoir, Hold Still, is another powerful example of her tendency 
to bravely and artfully open herself, her story and her family for the world’s viewing.  It is a fascinating 
book that illuminates the history of her art with the behind-the-scenes triumphs and struggles of an artist 
who has become truly “America’s best photographer” (Time magazine, 2001).   

Mann makes work that she believes in, that has intense poetic weight, and that – in the end—always ties 
back to the place of her life in the South.  Six Rivers will include six new photographs of rivers around 
Richmond and eastern Virginia where Mann has spent the past few years exploring.  Again turning to the 
landscape of the South, she chose the alluring beauty of Virginia’s river systems, including the James, the 
Piankatank, the Nottoway, and the Blackwater. These river photographs capture and celebrate the 
mysterious and natural wonder of Virginian waterways in Mann’s signature style.  The images range from 
misty and atmospheric bogs to crisp and clear rock jetties. Further, the exhibition will also include 
Southern landscapes from the series Motherland (early to mid-1990s) which includes images of Virginia 
and Georgia and Deep South (late 1990s).  As a whole, this show demonstrates Mann’s deeply felt belief 
that the Southern land, especially that of her Virginian farm, is extravagantly beautiful, “abundant with the 
kind of obvious, everyday beauty that even a mewling babe can appreciate” (Hold Still, 4).   

Mann was born in Lexington, Virginia in 1951 and has lived in Rockbridge County since.  She earned her 
BA in 1974 and MA in 1975 in writing from Hollins College. Mann has been awarded numerous 
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accolades, including induction to the Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain (2012), selection as the 
William E. Massey, Sr. Lectures in the History of American Civilization lecturer (2011), an Honorary 
Doctorate from the Corcoran School of Art, Washington, DC (2006), a Guggenheim fellowship (1987), a 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts Professional Fellowship (1982), and three National Endowment for the Arts 
fellowships (1982, 1988, and 1989).  She has held major solo museum exhibitions including Sally Mann: 
The Flesh and the Spirit at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts (2010); Sally Mann: What Remains at the 
Corcoran Art Gallery, Washington, DC (2004); and Sally Mann: The Family and the Land which traveled 
throughout Europe to the Royal Library, Copenhagen, Denmark, and Stenersen Museum, Oslo, Norway 
among numerous others (2007-2008).  Her photographs are in the permanent collections of many 
museums including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Museum of Modern Art, and the Whitney 
Museum of American Art, all, New York, NY; Harvard University Art Museum, Cambridge, MA; the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, London, England; the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, Japan; the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum and the Corcoran Museum of Art, Washington, DC; the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art, CA; and the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, VA, to select 
only a few. Her work was featured in the Biennial Exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art in 
1991. The documentary film, Blood Ties, directed by Steven Cantor was nominated for an Academy 
Award in 1993, and Cantor revisited Mann’s creative process in the film What Remains (2004). Mann was 
also the subject of two PBS documentaries aired in 2002. 
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