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“Man beholds the earth, and it is breathing like a great lung; whenever it exhales, 

delightful life swarms from all its pores and reaches out toward the sun, but when it 

inhales, a moan of rupture passes through the multitude, and corpses whip the 

ground like bouts of hail.” Peter Wessel Zaffpe, 1933 

 

 

Tranen is proud to present Rolf Nowotnys solo exhibition Sur Pollen. In Sur Pollen, which has been 

created specifically for Tranen, a dark and bleak mood lies over the objects as a feeling that 

colours the exhibition landscape. The exhibition has the shape of an installation of antropomorph 

container sculptures and nature-marked yellow wall pieces. 

  

In Nowotny’s art objects are brutally present. There are often no visible traces of humans but only 

raw objects positioned in the room without a single readable narrative behind them. In Sur Pollen it 

is man in his most primitive form that stands out. The works points away from their immediate 

surroundings back to the primordial. They awaken a sense of something non-human among us – an 

undefined disturbing presence of the objects’ ’dark matter’.  

 

The relationship between nature and culture is central in Sur Pollen. There is no contradiction 

between the two but a sense that nature, as well as the objects, is spiritual and animated. 

Conversely, the living is left to the mercy of its materialism and mortality. The human condition is a 

burden we cannot escape.  

 

 

DOMAIN  

The relationship between the object and the subject, between the self and the non-human things 

surrounding us, is the focal point for Tranen’s Domain season (August 2015 till February 2016). 

Domain looks at the areas where the human forces itself on the non-living and the material forces 

itself on us. Spaces where the individual loses itself. Away from The Human Condition and into other 

life forms: virtual, spiritual and immaterial. From the primordial soup to hyper technology futuristic 

scenarios, the main focus is on the relationship between nature and culture today: are they 

opposites? Or rather part of each other?  

 

Domain consists of the exhibitions Window by Louise Rosendal & Franco Turchi, Sur Pollen by Rolf 

Nowotny and Pathfinder by David Stjernholm. A catalogue for the Domain exhibitions will be 

published by Tranen in connection with the season’s final exhibition. In January 2016 a symposium 

will be held that gathers the exhibitions and the thoughts behind them.  

 

BIO   

Rolf Nowotny born 1978 in Denmark. Education The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts in 2009. 

Exhibitions include: Christian Andersen, Liste Art Fair, Art Basel, Overgaden Institut for Samtidskunst, 

Elastic Gallery, Malmö, Den Frie Udstillingsbygning, Fotografisk Center, Die Raum, Berlin, Sorø 

Kunstmuseum, Joe Sheftel Gallery, New York, Galleri Susanne Ottesen and Galerie Mikael Andersen, 

Lunds Kunsthall, Skur2, Stavanger, KUMU, Tallinn & Nomas Foundation, Rome. Additionally, Nowotny 

has created the exhibition centre Fauna together with his wife Olga Nowotny 



 

 

 

EXHIBITION OPENING  

Sour Pollen opens Friday 23 October, 5pm – 7 pm. A Butoh performance among the sculptures will 

be taking place at the opening.  

 

 

TRANEFILM SCREENING  

The video works Fitness Guide and Record Stop Play by the internationally acclaimed Korean artist 

Geumhyung Jeong will be shown at Tranen from 19 October till 22 October, 10pm – 8pm. In Fitness 

Guide (60 min) from 2011 Geumhyung Jeong engages erotically with fitness machines that the 

artist has modified in various ways. The sexual undercurrents, the amorph modification of the 

machines and the almost obsessive-like interaction with them act as an intimate comment on the 

fetishfied approach to the objects we surround ourselves with in present day society. In Record 

Stop Play (8 min) from 2011 Jeong injects a camera into the eyes of an animated object that then 

becomes our view on a world that looking back at us.  
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