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Installations 

Each academic year, the Center for Italian Modern Art (CIMA) organizes and presents an 

installation devoted to the work of a thought-provoking modern Italian artist, often little-known 

or rarely seen in the U.S. Following its opening in 2014, CIMA has presented two major 

installations: Fortunato Depero, showcasing the masterworks of the Futurist artist, graphic and 

product designer, and theorist; and Medardo Rosso, highlighting the artist’s radical approach to 

process and materiality through over 100 works of sculpture, drawing, and experimental 

photography. 

CIMA’s current and upcoming annual installations include: 

Giorgio Morandi 

October 9, 2015 – June 25, 2016 

Giorgio Morandi (1890 – 1964) is among the few 20th-century Italian artists who have 

been broadly recognized on an international level. For its third installation, CIMA will 

focus on the artist’s rarely seen works from the 1930s—the decade when Morandi 

reached full artistic maturity and developed his distinct pictorial language, which until 

now has been relatively unexamined outside of Italy. Featuring some 40 paintings, 

etchings, and drawings by the acclaimed Italian modernist, the installation marks the first 

time in decades the majority of these works—gathered from important public and private 

holdings across Europe—have been on view in the US. The installation will also include 

select works from the very beginning and end of the artist’s career, in the 1910s and 

1960s respectively, to demonstrate the thematic continuities in his practice. 

Giorgio de Chirico/Giulio Paolini 

October 2016 – June 2017 

For its 2016 – 17 season, CIMA will present for the first time an installation shaped as 

a direct dialogue between one of Italy’s greatest living artists, Giulio Paolini (b. 1940), 

and a modern master, Giorgio de Chirico (1888 – 1978). Coinciding with the centenary of 

the formal establishment of Metaphysical Painting, CIMA will showcase a selection of de 

Chirico’s most iconic Metaphysical masterworks, none of which has been seen in the US 

since 1970, such as Le Muse Inquietanti (The Disquieting Muses) (1918). Presented 

alongside the de Chirico paintings will be a selection of artworks by Paolini. Paolini often 

expressed his interest and admiration for de Chirico’s work, hailing him as an “illustrious 

model” and incorporating numerous references to the artist in his work. CIMA’s show 

will feature a newly revised wall work by Paolini, Interno metafisico (2009-16), 

reconceived specifically for CIMA’s site, and will also include a series of new works on 

paper. CIMA’s 2016 – 17 installation will mark the first time the relationship between de 

Chirico and Paolini is explored in depth in a focused exhibition; it also represents the first 

time that CIMA devotes prolonged attention to issues of post-war Italian art. 

 

Public Programs 

CIMA organizes and mounts a range of public programs—from Study Days to special tours, 

lectures, and events—as an essential component of its ongoing efforts to support scholarship and 

advance dialogue around Italian modern and contemporary art. 

Upcoming programs include: 

 

Open House New York Festival 



Saturday, October 17, 2015 

In conjunction with the Open House New York Festival, CIMA will feature expanded 

free-entry open hours from 10am - 6pm and will host a series of events to welcome the 

public into its space, including: 

11am and 1pm: Open talks with architect Irina Verona on her remodeling of 

CIMA’s home—a loft space in a historic SoHo cast-iron building. 

3 and 4.30 pm: Guided visits of CIMA’s newly opened installation Giorgio 

Morandi led by CIMA fellows Lucia Piccioni and Matilde Guidelli-Guidi. 

 

Public Lecture: When Hollywood and the U.S. fell in love with Modern Italian Art 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 (6pm – 8pm) 

Former CIMA fellow, art historian and curator Raffaele Bedarida explores the emerging 

interest in Italian modern art in the U.S. during the late 1950s—looking closely at the 

Italian art exhibitions that traveled the U.S. in those years, as well as the art that was 

incorporated into fashion magazines like Vogue and Harper's Bazaar, and the films and 

private art collections of Billy Wilder, Kirk Douglas, and other Hollywood stars. 

 

Public Lecture: Artist and Author Janet Abramowicz in Conversation with Emily 

Braun 

Saturday, November 7, 2015 (3.30pm – 5.30pm) 

Artist Janet Abramowicz, author of Giorgio Morandi: The Art of Silence (Yale UP, 

2005), studied under Giorgio Morandi at the Accademia di Belle Arti in Bologna and 

subsequently became his teaching assistant. She will discuss her recollections of the artist 

and thoughts on the work at CIMA with Emily Braun, Distinguished Professor of Art 

History at Hunter College and The Graduate Center, CUNY. 

 

Drawing Night 

Monday November 16, 2015 (6pm – 8pm) 

CIMA holds its first Drawing Night in collaboration with the New York Studio School, 

opening CIMA’s unique and intimate setting to students and artists, encouraging them to 

interact with, analyze, and draw inspiration from Giorgio Morandi’s works. Painter 

Graham Nickson, Dean of the NYSS and originator of that institution’s famed Drawing 

Marathon, will open the program with reflections on drawing, close study, and Morandi. 

 

Artist Talk: Joel Meyerowitz 

Wednesday November 18, 2015 (6 – 8pm) 

CIMA welcomes acclaimed American photographer Joel Meyerowitz to discuss his 

recent project Morandi’s Objects, a series of photographic portraits of 270 objects in 

Giorgio Morandi’s Bologna studio, a selection of which are presented at CIMA. 

 

Film Screenings: La Dolce Vita and La Notte 

Winter 2015 

CIMA examines Italian modern art’s representation in film with screenings of Federico 

Fellini’s La Dolce Vita and Michelangelo Antonioni’s La Notte—both of which 

showcase the artwork of Giorgio Morandi, the subject of its 2015-16 annual installation. 

 

 



Artist Talk: Matthias Schaller in Conversation with Germano Celant 

Winter 2015 

Contemporary artist Matthias Schaller, whose photographic series Das Meisterstück 

includes an image of Giorgio Morandi’s artist palette, discusses his thoughts on the artist 

and the body of work on view at CIMA with acclaimed art historian and critic Germano 

Celant. 


