
  

 

 
 

A PLACE WE GO TO DECORATE 
UMOCA Presents David Brothers’ Rolithica 
STREET GALLERY: JAN 29 – APR 30 
OPENING RECEPTION: FEB 5 | 7 PM 
 
Salt Lake City, UT – The Utah Museum of Contemporary Art (UMOCA) is thrilled to present Utah artist 
David Brothers for his inaugural museum, exhibition, Rolithica. 
 
As a respected and unusual character in the Utah arts community, Brothers has made his mark in 
various disciplines including painting, printmaking, animation, radio, film, video and photography. 
While well-known in the film industry, Brothers is not widely acknowledged for his visual art practice. 
Thus, Brothers' upcoming show, Rolithica, is both part of the Museum's broader exploration of the 
quirky pockets of Utah's cultural production as well as an effort to highlight Brothers' innovative work.  
 

Incorporating both the beautiful and the wretched, Brothers creates elaborate, 
fantastical, and sublime staged worlds as the palette for his photographic 
compositions. Brothers will take viewers through his whimsical environments, 
which are created solely to be photographed, giving visual and lasting 
representation to his form of storytelling. 
 
In Rolithica, Brothers presents his intricate and outlandish world, which has been in the making for over 
a decade. The exhibition will comprise a site-specific installation in conjunction with a series of large-
format photographs, showcasing the uncanny components of Brothers’ unique artistic practice. 
 
Free from text, scripts, and literary forms, Brothers uses cinematic techniques to develop a rich and 
visual narration style. Themes of home, decoration, and decay weave through the world of Rolithica, 
which visually resembles an enchanted land overtaken by the woes of economic disparity. 
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Through the ritual of decoration, Brothers explores the power of artifice and uses elements of craft to 
address the dysfunction and nostalgia of a lost economy.  Brothers’ handmade props and environments 
reveal how the beauty of futility can ultimately lead to enchanting discoveries and deeper 
understandings of the human experience. 

 
 

Join us for the opening reception of Rolithica on FEB 5 | 7 PM 
In addition to Brothers’ exhibition, UMOCA also presents the Main Gallery group exhibition, Ideologue; 
Yoshua Okón’s multi-video installation, Oracle; the large-scale paintings of artist Andrew Moncrief in A 
Strange Feeling; and artist-in-residence Paul Crow. 

 
 
About the Utah Museum of Contemporary Art   
The Utah Museum of Contemporary Art has been an award-winning aesthetic force and community 
leader since it was established in 1931. Located in the heart of downtown Salt Lake City, UMOCA 
encourages exploration into what it means to exist in today's world through art that inspires 
imagination, stimulates thought, and transforms society. The Museum connects people around the 
contemporary art practice of Utah and beyond to shape an engaged and thoughtful global citizenry. 
UMOCA strives to be a place where all points of view, experiences, and ages feel welcome to explore 
the pressing issues of our time through socially relevant art exhibitions and programming. 
 
UMOCA is a five-time recipient of funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation and is a 2015 recipient of 
the National Endowment for the Arts’ Art Works grant award. 
 
UMOCA is a 501c3 institution that is supported by public, foundation, and corporate gifts. Your 
contribution in any amount is greatly appreciated. Admission is a suggested $5 donation. 
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