
  

 

 
 

CORRUPT.YOURSELF 
UMOCA presents Ben Gaulon  
CODEC GALLERY: NOV 6 – JAN 16 
OPENING NIGHT: NOV 13 | 7 PM 
 
Salt Lake City, UT – The Utah Museum of Contemporary Art (UMOCA) is pleased to present artist Ben 
Gaulon for his solo exhibition, Corrupt.Yourself. 
 
Taking its mission of exhibiting cutting-edge and relevant art to an international scope, UMOCA is 
excited to present Utah—the second-fastest growing state in tech startups, jobs, and industry—with 
the Paris-based artist’s well-known interactive installations, web-based works, and repurposed devices. 
 
As Utah continues to make rapid technological advancements, questions regarding the adverse 
implications of massive e-waste and shifting consumer trends pervade. Electronic devices—used 
ubiquitously worldwide—are not necessarily designed to be sustainable, but to wear out. Apple iPhone 
users, for example, are likely familiar with the increasingly popular policy of planned obsolescence: the 
design and production of goods intended to quickly become obsolete. 

 
In response to these contemporary issues and their impending consequences, Gaulon creates work 
founded on social practice, engagement, and collaboration. These projects are appropriately centered 
on and manifested around our present Digital Age, featuring repurposed e-waste and taking advantage 
of the Internet’s open-source configuration.  
 
In the ongoing Kindle.Glitched, Gaulon collects defunct Kindles that are donated, found, or purchased 
through eBay, and then signs and resells the objects on Amazon. In ReFunct Modular, Gaulon strings 
found e-waste materials together through custom-made connectors to create an eclectic, fully-
operating sculpture. In the titular work, Corrupt.Yourself, Gaulon collaborated with artist Martial 
Geoffe-Rouland to compile a single-channel, crowdsourced video based on Corrupt, a web-based Glitch 
Art software that allows its users to upload and share corrupted images. 
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Throughout Corrupt.Yourself, Gaulon does not propose answers to questions of 
e-waste, planned obsolescence and sustainability. Instead, the exhibition 
explores new strategies for e-waste recycling and experiments with the 
unchallenged possibilities of how this so-called obsolete media impacts our 
relationships to technologies and consumption. 

 
 

Join us for the opening night of Corrupt.Yourself on NOV 13 | 7 PM 
In addition to Gaulon’s exhibition, UMOCA also presents solo exhibitions by local artist Tyrone Davies 
and artist-in-residence Jean Richardson. Both Davies and Richardson will be in attendance at the 
opening. 
 
 
About Ben Gaulon 
Ben Gaulon is an artist, researcher and art college lecturer who has previously released work under the 
name "Recyclism.” He is currently Associate Professor at The New School Parsons in Paris, where he is 
the program director of the MFA Design + Technology and the BFA AMT (Art, Media and Technology). 
In addition, Gaulon is a member of the Graffiti Research Lab in France and has been lecturer at the 
National College of Art and Design in Dublin, associate researcher at CTVR / the telecommunications 
research center at Trinity College, and director of Data 2.0 (Dublin Art and Technology Association). 
Since 2005 he has been leading workshops and giving lectures in Europe and US about e-waste and 
hardware hacking/recycling. In 2011 he created the Recyclism Hacklab , a collaborative workspace 
focused on contemporary DIY and hacking practices. Within this multidisciplinary space he facilitates 
and teaches both workshops and mentoring sessions in physical computing, hardware hacking and 3D 
printing. 
 
 
About the Utah Museum of Contemporary Art   
The Utah Museum of Contemporary Art has been an award-winning aesthetic force and community 
leader since it was established in 1931. Located in the heart of downtown Salt Lake City, UMOCA 
encourages exploration into what it means to exist in today's world through art that inspires 
imagination, stimulates thought, and transforms society. The Museum connects people around the 
contemporary art practice of Utah and beyond to shape an engaged and thoughtful global citizenry. 
UMOCA strives to be a place where all points of view, experiences, and ages feel welcome to explore 
the pressing issues of our time through socially relevant art exhibitions and programming. 
 
UMOCA is a four-time recipient of funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation and is a 2015 recipient of 
the National Endowment for the Arts’ Art Works grant award. 
 
UMOCA is a 501c3 institution that is supported by public, foundation, and corporate gifts. Your 
donation in any amount is greatly appreciated, and admission is a suggested $5 donation. 
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