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La Venaria Reale 

Every time, the wonder of beauty. 
 
 
 
 

The Royal Stables 

The Bucentaur of Savoy and the Royal Carriages 

A new, spectacular staging  for the 
Bucentaur of Savoy and the Royal Carriages in 

the magnificent Juvarra Stables 
 
 
 
 
 

Juvarra's Great Stables, Reggia di Venaria From 20 
September 2014 to 8 February 2015 

(Reopening in Spring 2015) 
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The Royal Stables 
The Bucentaur of Savoy and the Royal Carriages 

 
After a short break and 240,000 visitors who came to Venaria for the exhibitions The Sublime Boat and the 
Royal Carriages, from 20 September 2014 the imposing Juvarra Stables - one of the finest examples of 
European Baroque architecture and one of the estate's finest gems - reopen to the public with a new staging 
that marks the closing of the permanent display Theater of History and Magnificence of the House of Savoy.  
 
The Stables are home to the splendid Bucentaur commissioned by Vittorio Amedeo II between 1729 and 1731 
and crafted in  Venice, the only remaining of its kind. Today it is presented in a brand new staging that incudes 
videos, lights and music, and the boat is "armed" in full with mast, oars and sails.  
Also on show are some of the most sumptuous ceremonial carriages used by the House of Savoy between the 
18th and the 19th century. These include the Berlingot created for Vittorio Emanuele I in 1789 by the finest 
Court artists , and the golden Berlin commissioned by Vittorio Emanuele II who later became King of Italy. 
 
The Bucentaur and the Carriages are a symbol of the activities that were performed in the Royal Stables to 
provide transportation for the King and his train. For this reason they are presented together, in this fascinating 
display. 
This new addition to the permanent display is exceptional both for the value of the pieces on show and for the 
state-of-the-art technology adopted. The overall scenario provides a clear illustration of the history of the 
Reggia and the Savoy territory, as well as the ruling family and their time.    

 
WHERE 
Juvarra's Great Stables, Reggia di Venaria  
WHEN 
From 20 September 2014 to 8 February 2015; opening again in Spring 2015    
HOW 
Tickets available online at www.lavenaria.it - ph. +39 011 4992333 
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Under the High Patronage of the President of the Italian Republic 
 
The exhibition was conceived and organized by Consorzio La Venaria Reale. 

The Bucentaur is a long-term loan to the Venaria estate from Fondazione Torino Musei - Museo Civico d'Arte 
Antica di Palazzo Madama in Turin. It was restored by the La Venaria Reale Conservation and Restoration 
Center with the support of Turin's Council for the Artistic Heritage (Consulta per la Valorizzazione dei Beni 
Artistici e Culturali di Torino).   

The four carriages are on loan from Palazzo del Quirinale in Rome and Museo della Carrozze di Palazzo Pitti in 
Florence.  

The scientific project of the section devoted to the carriages and the stables was curated by Silvia Ghisotti and 
Andrea Merlotti, in collaboration with Marco Lattanzi and Fausta Navarro.  

The display concept and staging were designed by Gianfranco Gritella and Stefania Giulio from the architecture 
firm  Gianfranco Gritella & Associati, project manager Giovanni Tironi.  

The project for the reconstruction of the Bucentaur's sail rig was created by Gilberto Penzo.   

The video Verso l’Unità: sovrani, città e popolo was created by Carlo Miano, B-play. 

The original music score was composed by Marco Robino, Architorti and the text was written by Daniele 
Martino.   

The video on the Royal Stables was created by Domenico De Gaetano and Mario Ruggiero. 

Special thanks to Enrico Ricchiardi for the iconographic research on sketches and historical banners.  

 

 

Errore.} 
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A journey through history: the Royal Stables 
 

Since its inauguration in 2007, the Reggia di Venaria adapted its permanent display to include the 
exhibitions organized on various themes and events from the history of the House of Savoy.  This 
exhibition follows in the same direction: the artworks and the research for the exhibitions The 
Sublime Boat (2012-14) and Royal Carriages (2013-14) provided the basis for this new staging, that 
closes the permanent display of the Reggia.  In fact, this area of the Reggia is one of the most 
fascinating architectural projects conceived by Juvarra for the Venaria estate: the Great Stables.   
 
This exhibition is devoted to the theme of the Royal Stables - the section of the Court entrusted with 
the organization of the King's travels - and to the horses and the horsemen whose role at the Savoy 
residences was exceptionally important. 
 
In order to illustrate these two aspects, the display presents four of the main carriages that were 
used by the Savoy rulers between the 18th and the 20th century - from the Berlingot of the Kings of 
Sardinia (1789) to the gilded Berlin of the King of Italy (1877). It also presents the Bucentaur of Carlo 
Emanuele III (1730), that pertained to the Royal Stables as did the entire river fleet of Savoy. The 
reason for showing these works together, in the Royal Stables, is therefore clear. They all fell within 
the competence of the Grand Equerry of Savoy, one of the Court's most prominent figures, whose 
presence is documented from the Middle Ages up to World War II. 
 
The monumental architecture of the stables in Savoy residences underscores the central role of the 
Royal Stables in the Court's life. A video illustrates the three main facilities that the Savoy rulers 
conceived specifically for their horses:  the Regia Cavallerizza in Turin - which is part of the Royal 
Palace and connected to the Royal Academy, the training institution that attracted noblemen from 
all over Europe; and the Stables of Venaria and Stupinigi, among the most imposing structures of 
their kind in Europe, that appear dazzling even to visitors coming from Vienna, London or Paris.  
Since the Royal Stables were in charge of the King's logistics and travels, it appeared suitable to 
present here a video that illustrates the role of House of Savoy in the history of Italy, from Emanuele 
Filiberto to the Risorgimento, together with Venaria's evolution from Palace of the Savoy rulers to 
the Palace of Italy, as it was called for the celebrations of the anniversary of Italy's Unification in 
2011.  

 
 

Andrea Merlotti 
Research and Studies Department, La Venaria Reale 
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The timeless charm of the Bucentaur of Savoy 
 

On 4 September 1731 the Bucentaur of Savoy reached Turin from Venice after traveling up the Po 
river for a month. It had been commissioned in 1729 by Vittorio Amedeo II and it was built in a 
squero (or boat yard) in Venice and modeled on the traditional Peota. When the Bucentaur docked at 
the Castle of Valentino in Turin, with its sumptuous decorations, golden sculpted groups, and 
allegorical paintings on the tiemo or roof top, it immediately became a striking symbol of royal 
power, to be exhibited at ceremonies and official appearances as a sort of floating stage for events 
organized on the river.  From Carlo Emanuele III to Vittorio Emanuele II, the "Floating Palace" 
accompanied the history of the House of Savoy until 1869, when the first King of Italy, Vittorio 
Emanuele II, donated it to the City of Turin, which in 1873 included the boat in the collection of the 
Municipal Museum. After leaving the water of the Po river that had provided a glorious setting for 
more than a century, the Bucentaur of Savoy became a precious artefact to be displayed in a 
museum. It is, indeed, the only remaining example of this kind of boat, because the last Bucentaur of 
the Doges, built in the same Venetian boat yards, had been destroyed in a fire in 1789.  
 
On 29 August 2011 a new agreement was reached between the Consorzio di Valorizzazione Culturale 
La Venaria Reale and Fondazione Torino Musei concerning the artworks from the Municipal Museum 
of Ancient Art of Palazzo Madama in Turin that would be displayed at Venaria, based on decisions 
taken in 1998.  The list of the works that would be on show in the restored Palace of Venaria, that 
opened to the public in 2007, also included the Bucentaur of Savoy - a piece of outstanding historical 
and artistic value, particularly in light of its uniqueness. 
 
Thus began the restoration of the precious ceremonial boat. It was a masterful exercise in 
conservation, performed brilliantly by the La Venaria Reale Conservation and Restoration Center and 
financed by the Turin Council for the Cultural Heritage (Consulta per la Valorizzazione dei Beni 
Artistici e Culturali di Torino) to bring back the Bucentaur's original golden shine. 
 
In 2012 the Sublime Boat exhibition presented the Bucentaur in a spectacular staging in the Great 
Stables: it was the ideal location for this exceptional handicraft that had been built in Venice, most 
likely under the watchful eye of the famous Court Architect Filippo Juvarra.  
The new 2014 staging in the Great Stables, that closes the permanent display of the Reggia, puts the 
ceremonial boat in a new light by associating it - ideally and spatially - to the royal carriages, which 
are also extraordinary art works in their own right.   
The monumental and evocative spaces of the Great Stables provides an ideal setting for the 
Bucentaur of Savoy, entrusted to the Reggia di Venaria which has the honor and the privilege to 
present it to the public. Today the Bucentaur can be admired again as it was on 8 September 1731, 
when king Carlo Emanuele III and queen Polyxena of Hesse-Rotenburg stepped onto the ceremonial 
boat for the very first time: "after their luncheon, Their Majesties sailed on the Bucentaur down the 
Po river, attracting a great crowd enthralled by this novelty." 

 
 

Silvia Ghisotti  
Historical and Artistic Conservation Department,  

Permanent Display of the Reggia di Venaria 
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ADMISSION 
 

Admission to the exhibition is included in the ticket: 
 
 

LA VENARIA REALE “TUTTO IN UNA REGGIA” (“All in a Palace”) 
 

The ticket includes: 
 
admission to the Reggia, the Gardens and all exhibitions; 
10% discount at cafés, restaurants, bars and bookshops 
 
25 euros  
 
The ticket also includes any activities organized at the Reggia and in the Gardens (Music at Court, exhibitions, 
King for a Day, Water Theater at the Fountain of the Stag).  
 
No further discounts available. 

 
 

THE ROYAL STABLES 
 

Full price  
12 euros  
 
Discounted  
(groups of at least 12 people, over 65, other categories eligible for discounts)  
10 euros  
 
Discounted  
age 6 to 21 (children and teenagers aged 6 to 20) 
6 euros 
 
Schools 
(groups of min. 18 students, free admission for 2 teachers every 27 students)  
2 euros  
 
Children under the age of 6 and other categories eligible for free admission 
free of charge 
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OPENING TIMES 
 

Reggia and Exhibitions 
 

 Monday: closed (except public holidays, same opening times as Sunday. Closed on Christmas 
Day) 

 Tuesday to Friday: 9 - 17 (last admission 1 hour before closing time) 

 Saturday and Sunday: 9.30 - 19.30 (last admission 1 hour before closing time) 
 
 

The Reggia is open (same opening times as Sunday) on the following public holidays:   New Year’s 
Day (January 1st, from 11.00), January 6, Easter and Easter Monday, Liberation Day (April 25), Labor 
Day (1 May), Feast of the Republic (June 2), August 15, All Saints’ Day (November 1), Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception (December 8), December 26. It is regularly open on St. Eusebius Day, 
Patron Saint of Venaria Reale (August 14th). The Reggia and the Gardens are closed on December 
24th and 25th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS  

ph. +39 011 4992333 - www.lavenaria.it 
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LA VENARIA REALE  
COMMUNICATION & PRESS OFFICE 

 
Andrea Scaringella (Head)  

Matteo Fagiano 
Maria Clementina Falletti  

Cristina Negus  
Carla Testore 
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Regality and the pleasure of living 

 

 

 

 

 

 


