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New Works 
Galerie Hugues Charbonneau is pleased to present Tammi Campbell’s first solo exhibition 
in Montréal. The artist offers a collection of eight works that cleverly play with the 
mechanics of painting, the illusion of the senses, and viewers’ expectations. 

This new body of work closely follows research begun by Campbell in her previous series 
titled, Work in progress and Paper series. In open dialogue with the legacy of Modernism 
and Minimalism, she explored the specificity of the medium of painting and the fetishism of 
the creative process through works that are painted in trompe-l’œil, but appear to remain 
unfinished. In Work in Progress, Campbell created simulated beige and green strips of 
masking tape that effectively imitate the process behind the making of geometric, hard-
edge abstract paintings. In Paper series, the potential of the white page is left untouched, 
as no pictorial element can be detected on its surface, until one realizes that the page itself 
is made entirely of paint.  

With New Works, Campbell activates several resources that are familiar to her. In the 
gallery, everything is paint. This time, however, what is meticulously recreated in trompe-
l’œil from a mixture of acrylic-based mediums, are packing materials: corrugated 
cardboard, clear polyethylene wrap, bubble wrap, packing tape, etc. These tableaux more 
closely resemble a kind of three-dimensional painting, and blur the boundaries between 
the properties of each medium, along with the traditional categories of art history. 

By engaging with subsidiary packing materials as her subject matter, Campbell directly 
questions the value attributed to painting and to the artist’s craft. The analytical codes 
inherent in the act of contemplating an artwork are effectively derailed when confronted by 
these hyperrealist “packages”. At the same time, Campbell gives us a behind-the-scenes 
look at a small facet of the art world by representing an artwork in the state between its 
completion in the studio and its unveiling in the gallery. These “wrapped” paintings 
generate a mixed state of anticipation and confusion, leaving us puzzled by the fact that 
they are hung on the wall as is. Ultimately, the title of the exhibition humorously points to 
the art world’s avid and constant thirst for the newest and latest thing.  

Tammi Campbell 
For over ten years, Tammi Campbell’s (b. 1974) work has been shown in numerous solo 
and group exhibitions throughout Canada, namely the Mendel Art Gallery, Saskatoon 
(2015, 2013, 2012, 2008, 2007); the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery, Toronto (2014); the 
Dunlop Art Gallery, Regina (2013); Mercer Union, Toronto (2013); and the Galerie de 
l’UQAM, Montréal (2013). In addition, a major solo exhibition of her new series will be 
presented at the MacKenzie Art Gallery in Regina, in January 2016. Campbell has also 
participated in the Canadian Biennale 2014 at the National Gallery of Canada, in Ottawa, 
as well as the 30th International Symposium of Contemporary Art of Baie-St-Paul, in 2012. 
She lives and works in Saskatoon, Canada. 


