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Van de Poll at Van Loon 

From Ferdinand Bol to Jan Veth 

8 October – 10 January 2016 

This autumn and winter, Museum Van Loon is showing highlights from the Van de Poll 

Collection, one of the finest portrait collections in The Netherlands. Works by famous 

masters such as Ferdinand Bol, Caspar Netscher, Jan Maurits Quinkhard, Jan Adam 

Kruseman and Jan Veth, that are seldom on view for a general public. Together they 

present a wonderful overview of the art of portraiture through the centuries. Moreover, 

by showing the portraits in a domestic environment, Museum Van Loon presents them 

in their contemporary context. Most of the exhibited works are the property of the Van 

de Poll-Wolters-Quina Foundation. 

Ferdinand Bol, Portrrait of Adriana Quina (1610/1612-1684), 1655, oil on canvas 



The Van de Poll and the Van Loon families 

The Van de Polls and the Van Loons share a joint history that 

goes back for many centuries. Like the Van Loon family, 

from the 16th century on the members of the Van de Polls 

held important positions in the town government of 

Amsterdam (such as that of mayor). In the early 19th century 

both families received a noble title. Like the Van Loon 

family, through years the Van de Poll family had many 

portraits painted by various artists. Because of the liaisons of 

the Van de Poll family with the Wolters and the Quina 

families, a vast collection of portraits was assembled, painted 

by the most important painters of that time. In the 18th and 

19th century, the Van der Poll family became related though 

marriage to the Van Loons. It is a rare treat that both families are reunited through their 

portraits in this exhibition. 

Jan Adam Kruseman. Portrait of Andreas Jacobus van de Poll, c. 1841, oil on canvas 

Family Portraits  

The beauty of the collection is not only a result of the 

fine quality of the portraits themselves, but of that of the 

collection as a whole. It is extraordinary that so many of 

the portraits remained together in the Van de Poll-

Wolters-Quina Foundation. The formation of a grand 

collection of family portraits was considered extremely 

important for the continuation of family’s class 

awareness, but many such collections of aristocratic or 

patrician family portraits were sold in the 19th- and 20th 

centuries or dispersed through inheritance. The Van de 

Poll family took special measures in the early 19th 

century to keep the family heirloom together. The 

collection as a whole tells a story, as it were, with bits 

of family history, but more importantly, of the history of Amsterdam. 

Caspar Netscher, Portrait of Louis Wolters (1649-1684), c.1683, oil on canvas 

Ferdinand Bol (1616-1680) 

The highlights of the exhibition are undoubtedly Ferdinand Bol’s 

portraits of Adriana Quina and her spouse Jacob Quina, in which 

the influence of Rembrandt is clearly visible. When Bol made 

these two portraits, he was one of the most important portrait 

painters of Amsterdam. Moreover, the artist was the very first 

inhabitant of the present house on the Keizersgracht – now 

Museum Van Loon – so it is all the more fitting to have these 

portraits here now. Both of the Bol portraits are still in their 

beautiful, original frames, which are masterpieces of 17th-century 

Dutch frame making. 

Ferdinand Bol, Portrait of Jacob Quina (1621-1680), 1655, oil on canvas 



The female line of inheritance 

Another interesting portrait is that of Cornelia Jacoba 

Wolters (1688-1772) by the painter Jan Maurits 

Quinkhard. Cornelia played an important role in 

bringing together a large part of the collection of 

portraits in the Van de Poll-Wolters-Quina Foundation. 

Cornelia was the last descendent of the Wolters family 

and was married to Jacobus van de Poll. Because of 

Cornelia, Bols’ portraits of Adriana and Jacob Quina, 

among others, came to the possession of the Van de 

Poll family. Cornelia is therefore a symbol for the 

many inheritances through the female line, which were 

so important for the bringing together and for the 

preservation of this wonderful collection of portraits. 

Jan Maurits Quinkhard, Portrait of  Cornelia Jacoba Wolters, 1753, oil on canvas 

 

Publication 

The exhibition coincides with the publication of Van Bol tot Veth - De portretverzameling van 

de families Van de Poll, Wolters en Quina, by Rudi Ekkart & Claire van den Donk, Leiden, 

Primavera Pers, 2015. Dutch only. 
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Keizersgracht 672, Amsterdam 

Open daily from 10am to 5pm 
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www.museumvanloon.nl  

 

Note for editors: 

For more information and images, please contact Leslie Schwartz, leslie@museumvanloon.nl, tel. 020-6245255. 
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