
C. GRIMALDIS GALLERY
DECEMBER 15, 2015

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Raoul Middleman / Inside Out
prints & watercolors
ON VIEW: JANUARY 20 - MARCH 5, 2016  
OPENING RECEPTION: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 6-8 P.M.

Baltimore, MD - C. Grimaldis Gallery opens the new year with a rare 
exhibition of  works on paper by the iconic Baltimore artist Raoul 
Middleman. Known for his thick impasto oil paintings that capture the 
unique urban landscape and people of  Baltimore, Middleman now 
translates his vision and skill to printmaking and watercolor. 

Middleman approaches printmaking the way he does every other art 
form: that is, he attacks head-on, without the least premeditation or 
planning. A few years ago, when Raoul was asked to make a woodcut 
for a portfolio of  National Academy printmakers, his wife and Master 
Printer, Ruth Channing Middleman, warned him that he would have 
to first make a drawing on the block, then cut away the white segments, 
etc. This advice Raoul completely ignored. He had a decoy carver 
who lives in the woods in Havre de Grace make him a contraption 
that holds the wood block between the knees. Raoul then went out 
into the same woods, and, seated on a camp stool with the wood block 
held in place in his lap, commenced carving directly from observation, 
as though he were making a painting. The resulting woodcut, “Forest 
Edge” (1998) was editioned by Cathy Caraccio, and copies from the 
edition are now owned by most East Coast museums including the 
Metropolitan Museum of  Art (NY), the Brooklyn Museum (NY), the 
National Gallery (Washington, D.C.), the Museum of  Modern Art 
(NY), and the National Academy of  Design (NY).

Middleman has always made prints from time to time, but in recent 
years his interest in printmaking has deepened. The fresh approach 
that he brought to the woodcut remains unchanged - he attacks the 
zinc or the copper plate with the same unpremeditated zest. Often, as 
in the woodcut, he works directly from observation, but just as often he 
will bring to life the images that are teeming in his mind. After so many 
years of  drawing from the model he has no trouble doing this, as with 
drawing horses after years of  sketching at the racetrack. Working from 
imagination allows him to put together his favorite obsessions: women, 
horses, burlesque and racetrack scenes. From his studio window, he can 
work from direct observation of  the dilapidated streets surrounding 
the old jail and the “Cloud” mattress factory. In this way the artist can 
merge the past and the present, combining in a dreamlike way his old 
beloved and vanished Baltimore with the present realities that surround 
him. n

Hours for C. Grimaldis Gallery, which is free and open to the public, 
are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Press Enquiries:  Jennifer Tam, Associate Director,  
jt@cgrimaldisgallery.com / (410) 539-1080

C. Grimaldis Gallery has continuously operated in Baltimore since 1977. It has 
established itself  as Baltimore’s oldest contemporary art gallery, and an important 
venue in the region. The gallery specializes in postwar American and European art 
with an emphasis on contemporary sculpture.
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RAOUL MIDDLEMAN, Racetrack #2, 2015, Edition of  20 + 1AP, etching, 9 x 12 inches 

RAOUL MIDDLEMAN, Forest Edge, 1998, Edition of  20 + 5AP, woodcut, 9 x 12 inches

RAOUL MIDDLEMAN, Cloud Factory, 2015, Edition of  20 + 1AP, etching, 12 x 18 inches


