
COPYRIGHT GASPARE MANOS – COURTESY GALERIE PIECE UNIQUE, PARIS 
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« The Venice Paintings » 
 

Opening with the presence of the artist 
Thursday January 21th from 6pm to 8.30pm 

 
 
THE KALEIDOSCOPE OF MEMORY - by Alan Jones 
 
The realm of visual recollection takes in a far greater field of phenomena than the chromatic 
sphere alone;  among the ingredients of our memory, our data base of recollected witnessings, 
are to be found tastes and smells, textures registered not only by the eyes alone but also by the 
fingertips, temperatures and humidities which mingle together to capture a precise recalling of 
qualities of light, times of the day and of the year: a cornucopia of sensations which, evoked  in 
their totality, enabled the great painter Willem de Kooning to declare, painting is a glimpse, 
and long before him, Leonardo da Vinci to insist, una cosa mentale –painting is a thing of the 
mind.  
Gaspare Manos is able to avail himself of a particularly rich spectrum of visual experiences 
stored in his accumulative spice-chest of sensations, atmospheres, phanopoeia:  from the 
Thailand of his birth to the Kenya of his childhood, from  his formative years in farflung 
localities from Greece to Switzerland, London to Paris, from the Venice and Dalmatia of his 
ancestors to contemporary Hong Kong or Manhattan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  GASPARE MANOS « Venice Hieroglyph », 2015 - OIL ON CANVAS, CM 150 x 200 

 



COPYRIGHT GASPARE MANOS – COURTESY GALERIE PIECE UNIQUE, PARIS 

 

 

A kaleidoscope of visual recollection, an art of the memory which enables the adept 
practitioner to call forth a range of phantasmagoria from no more than a biscuit dipped in a cup 
of tea or a faded aroma still clinging to a scarf of silk. But make no mistake: this is no mere 
scrapbook of colored postcards from a seaside holiday, but rather the strong residue of 
intensely felt prolonged experience to which these paintings give testimony. Gaspare Manos in 
his creative quest provides validation of the often abused term globalization. 

Confronted by the paintings of Gaspare Manos we are faced with the material proof of a DNA 
which retrieves intangible states of mind in visual form. This practice, as jumping-off point for 
the construction of a painting in oil on canvas, thus links Gaspare Manos directly to the 
approach of the late 19th century Symbolists, the inward gaze, the consultation of the crystal 
ball of the conjuror, the night-vision of cats whose eyes penetrate into other dimensions of 
experience unperceived by mortal man. The optical instrument wielded by Gaspare Manos 
allows us to enter into and share a sort of ‘‘virtual reality'' as with the child's kaleidoscope, 
shaken into an infinity of emotive patterns.       

 
 
 

 

GASPARE MANOS « N°1 San Marco Yellow », 2009 

OIL AND MIXED MEDIA ON CANVAS, CM 200 x 150 



 

 

COPYRIGHT GASPARE MANOS – COURTESY GALERIE PIECE UNIQUE, PARIS 

 

 

The paintings of Gaspare Manos astonish us, decades into the cybernetic revolution that has 
transformed our means of perception, reminding us, when we stop to think of it, that it is 
painting –the most ancient of all expressive media-- which remains at once the most direct, the 
most agile, indeed, the most cutting-edge of all the creative tools at our disposal. Nothing that 
digital high-tech has come up with can match the application of wet pigment on a flat surface. 

 

Gaspare Manos was born in 1968 in Bangkok. He lives and works between Paris, London and Venice. 
His works traces the boundary between abstract art and figurative art and draws on his experiences living in Asia 

(1968-1973), Africa (1973-1982) and Europe (1983-present) as well as on his PhD studies on Phenomenology at the 
London School of Economics. With the exhibition The Venice Paintings that will take place at Pièce Unique Gallery 

and Pièce Unique Variations, the artist gives us his artistic interpretation of the urban world through some 
paintings entirely dedicated to the city of Venice. 

Gaspare Manos represented his country in occasion of several international exhibitions, such as OPEN 13 in Venice, 
with artworks by Dennis Oppenheim (USA) and Orlan (France). His paintings have been exhibited at the Museo 

Diocesano di Venezia during the URBIS exhibition, with over 150 works by the artist and at the Museum of Modern 
Art of Minsk. Moreover, from November 18th, 2016 until March 30th, 2017 a big solo show at the Musée des Beaux 

Arts de Saint-Lô will follow the exhibition at Pièce Unique Gallery. 
 
 

 

 

 

GASPARE MANOS « Doges Palace», 2009- 2015 

 OIL ON CANVAS, CM 150 x 200 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ABOUT GALERIE PIECE UNIQUE 
 

PIECE UNIQUE GALLERY headquarters have been based in Paris since 1988, specializing in masters of contemporary art. For almost 30 years, we have been an 
advisor to private, corporate and public art collections worldwide.   

Pièce Unique Gallery has organized a large number of key exhibitions for art collectors. Working directly with artists, these exhibitions have included CY 
TWOMBLY, CHRISTIAN BOLTANSKI, GEORG BASELITZ, LOUISE BOURGEOIS, YAYOI KUSAMA, ERIK BULATOV, DENNIS OPPENHEIM, BERNAR VENET, SOL LEWITT, 
BEVERLY PEPPER, REBECCA HORN, EDUARDO CHILLIDA, CHRISTO, GEORGE CONDO, JAUME PLENSA, ENZO CUCCHI, JAMES BROWN, ROSEMARIE TROCKEL, 
MIMMO PALADINO, ALIGHIERO & BOETTI, JANNIS KOUNELLIS, MARIO MERZ, DANIEL BUREN, DONALD SULTAN and many other leading international artists. 

The Gallery has 2 separate show rooms in Paris and is generally present at most key international Art Fairs such as Miami, Dubai, New York and others.. 
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