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STEVENSON is pleased to announce Meschac Gaba's fourth solo exhibition with the gallery. Titled Bank or Economy, this is 

Gaba's first show here since his monumental 12-room installation, Museum of Contemporary African Art, was acquired and 

exhibited by Tate Modern, London, in 2013. 

Gaba will present three new works for this upcoming exhibition, each resembling a market stall stocked with tokens of symbolic 

value. Using found materials like bank notes, coins and semi-precious stones, Gaba will create an environment that plays with the 

perceptions of value inherent to conventional belief systems of cultural and economic exchange. 

Since the late 1990s, Benin-born Gaba has used materials such as flags, hair extensions and devalued and decommissioned coins 

and bank notes to make installations that disrupt notions of national identity and global market economics. His immersive works, 

such as the various installations seen in Museum of Contemporary African Art, are interactive and take on a trade and exchange 

quality that questions the idea of art and how it operates in gallery spaces. 

Informed by his experiences growing up in Benin, and living between Cotonou and Rotterdam, Gaba's distinct aesthetic produces 

related discussions about Africa's position in the global art world, and the manifestations of culture in a global marketplace. 

'[Museum of Contemporary African Art is] not a place of accumulation or preservation but rather an open theatre for a different way 

of looking at the world that refuses to deny the sanctity of excess and be reduced to the utilitarian values of global economics or 

classical modes of representation.' - Samson Kambalu, The Museum and the Individual 

Bank or Economy will coincide with the Cape Town Art Fair (19-21 February 2016), where Gaba's Globalloon will be shown as a 

special project. Critiquing globalisation and national solidarity, this large inflated balloon combines the flags of every nation in the 

world and is an extension of Gaba's Citoyen du Monde, shown at Stevenson Cape Town in 2013. 

Meschac Gaba was born in 1961 in Cotonou, Benin. He studied at the Rijksakademie voor Beeldende Kunsten in Amsterdam in 

1996-7. In 1997, at the Rijksmuseum, Leiden, Gaba inaugurated his major work, Museum of Contemporary African Art, a project in 

which he installed 12 'rooms' of a nomadic museum in various institutions over a period of five years, culminating with his 

presentation of a 'Humanist Space' at Documenta 11. Other 'rooms' include the Museum Restaurant (shown at W139, Amsterdam, in 

1999), the Games Room (shown in Besançon, France, in 1999 and in Brussels and Gent in 2000), the Library of the Museum (Witte 

de With, 2001, and published in 2001), and the Salon (Palais de Tokyo, Paris, 2002). Museum of Contemporary African Art (1997-

2002) was acquired by Tate and exhibited at Tate Modern, London, in 2013. The Library of the Museum was donated by Gaba to 

the city of Cotonou as part of his project Musée de l'Art de la Vie Active (MAVA). Gaba's survey exhibition Museum of 

Contemporary African Art & More showed at the Museum de Paviljoens in Almere, the Netherlands; the Kunsthalle Fridericianum 

in Kassel, Germany; and the Centro Atlántico de Arte Moderno in Las Palmas, Canary Islands, in 2009/10. Notable group shows 

include Atopolis, Mons 2015 - European Capital of Culture; Liberated Subjects: Present Tense, Foundation De 11 Lijnen, 

Oudenburg (2015); The Theatre of the World, Museo Tamayo, Mexico (2014); When Attitudes Became Form Become Attitudes: A 

Restoration / A Remake / A Rejuvenation / A Rebellion, CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts, San Francisco; Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Detroit (2013); Benin Biennale (2012); La Triennale - Intense Proximity, Palais de Tokyo, Paris (2012); The 

Global Contemporary: Art Worlds after 1989 at ZKM Center for Art and Media Karlsruhe, Germany (2011); Touched, the 2010 

Liverpool Biennial; and, in 2006, the São Paulo, Gwangju, Sydney and Havana biennales. 

The exhibition opens on Thursday 21 January 2016, from 6pm to 8pm. 

The gallery is open from Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, and Saturday from 10am to 1pm. 

 


