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Under the title Jos Nünlist. Other Avenues the Aargauer Kunsthaus is 

devoting an intimate solo exhibition to the Aargau draughtsman, 

painter and poet Jos Nünlist (1936 – 2013). As well as paintings, 

drawings, collages and prints, the artist’s diaries, shown for the 

first time, provide insights into the work and thought of an artist 

who always went his own way. With his precise and poetic pictorial 

language he subtly resisted a world that had become too noisy and 

busy for him a long time ago. 

 

The Aargau artist and poet Jos Nünlist (1936 – 2013) was seen in his 

lifetime as a silent creator. He treats word and image as media of equal 

value; he brings them – as in his volume of poetry Seinsglöcklein (2011) – 
into a reciprocal dialogue. Every drawing, every text is the result of a 

careful, reflective process of creation, and its poetry and concision is 

finally convincing.  

A gate, a line, a cross, a human silhouette – the artist finds simple, 
pointed forms for his statements. Apparently floating, the figures and 

geometries are located in the shady, impasto colour spaces of the works in 

watercolour on brown paper. His India ink drawings look meticulous and 

ornamental, with a precision reminiscent of textile fabrics and 

calligraphic characters. The abstract forms and boundary lines also recur 

in his collages, woodcuts and paintings. Sometimes it is only a line, a 

strip of light or an uncovered area of the picture surface which refers to 

the level of meaning behind what is shown. The almost devotional 

concentration on a ‘minimum of picture’ recalls the American formal language 



 

 

of Barnett Newman (1905-1970), Agnes Martin (1912-2004) or Robert Ryman (b. 

1930). 
 

As an artist and a human being Jos Nünlist always went in different 

directions from many of his fellow artists. He never sought the limelight. 

His art is a spiritual one. Many of his motifs and poems first assume their 

form in his diaries. He developed the ideas for his pictures in silence – 
on walks, by engaging with poems and philosophical world-views, 

particularly from the East. Aesthetically he was influenced by the art of 

great models such as Georges Seurat (1859-1891) and Paul Cézanne (1839-

1906), and the abstract formal language of French Informel. 
 

During the last years of his working life Jos Nünlist was regularly 

represented in Auswahl, the annual exhibition at the Aargauer Kunsthaus. 

The Aargauer Kunsthaus also owns various woodcuts and works on paper. In 

the context of an intimate solo exhibition the Aargauer Kunsthaus now 

provides a glimpse into Jos Nünlist’s multi-faceted and sensitive thought 
and work. Watercolours, prints, drawings and collages enter into a dialogue 

with the diaries, being shown for the first time. The exhibited works are 

taken from his family’s private collection, and also from the collection of 
the Aargauer Kunsthaus. 

 

Jos Nünlist was born in 1936 in Niedererlinsbach, in the Canton of 
Solothurn. He trained as a primary school teacher, and worked in the 
profession for four years. In 1960 he gave up teaching and turned as an 
autodidact to painting, graphic art and writing. Travel grants took him to 
France, Italy, Spain and Holland among other places. He repeatedly 
travelled to Paris where he took lessons in free graphic art from Johnny 
Friedländer (1912-1922). 

For some eighteen years he shaped the art scene in Olten, before moving to 
Aarau with his family in 1976. It was difficult for him and not in his 
character to assert himself in the fast, busy art world. None the less he 
was repeatedly given the opportunity to exhibit in the galleries and 
museums of his home cantons – amongst others, the Galerie Elisabeth 
Staffelbach, Lenzburg, the Galerie Silvia Steiner, Biel, Galerie Hans-
Trudel-Haus, Baden, the Alte Fabrik, Rapperswil, Kunstmuseum Olten and 
Kunstmuseum Solothurn and in the Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau. In 1972, Canton 
Solothurn awarded him its Förderpreis (encouragement award) – in 2006 the 
prize for painting. In 2007 he received the Visual Arts Prize of the 
Aargauer Kuratorium. Apart from his artistic work, between 1994 and 2011 he 
published six artists’ books in which pictures and poems were juxtaposed. He 
died in Aarau in 2013.  
 
 
Curator: Dr. Thomas Schmutz, Curator / Deputy Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 

Assistant Curator: Julia Schallberger, Research Assistant 



 

 

Preview for the Media  
Thursday, 28 January 2016, 10.30 am 
Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director; introduction by Thomas 
Schmutz, Curator. Reception in the foyer 
 
Opening 
Friday, 29 January 2016, 6 pm 
6.15 pm Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director; introduction by 
Thomas Schmutz, Curator. Reception in the foyer 
5 - 6 pm Preview for members of the Aargau Art Association 

6 - 8 pm Children’s Opening. Meet at the studio lower floor at 6 pm  
 
Tour of the Exhibition and Discussion 
Thursday, 25 February, 6.30 pm 
With Thomas Schmutz, Curator. Followed by a reception. Admission + CHF 8.− 
 
Reading 
Sunday, 20 March, 1 pm  
Albert Freuler reads poems and texts from the work of Jos Nünlist.  
Followed by a reception. Admission + CHF 10.- 
 
Guided Tours 
 
Sunday 11 am 
20 Mar. with Julia Schallberger 
 

Sunday 1 pm 
10 Apr. with Julia Schallberger 
 

Easter Monday 11 am 
28 Mar. with Julia Schallberger  
 
Art Education 
For additional events for schools, families, children, and adolescents, 
as well as barrier-free events please refer to the separate programme and 
to our website www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch/en/art-education 
 
Opening Hours 
Tue – Sun: 10 am – 5 pm; Thu: 10 am – 8 pm 
 

Holiday Opening Hours 
Open 10 am – 5 pm: Maundy Thursday 24 Mar., Good Friday 25 Mar., Holy 
Saturday 26 Mar., Easter 27 Mar., Easter Monday 28 Mar. 
 
Images for the media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media. Please consider the copyright.  
 
 
For additional information please contact  
Thomas Schmutz, Curator / Deputy Director, 
tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 22, email: thomas.schmutz@ag.ch  
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