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Sanaz Mazinani, Light Vision (2011), In Collaboration with Mani Mazinani. Image courtesy of the artist 

Ab-Anbar is delighted to announce (In)Visible by Sanaz Mazinani, her first solo exhibition in 

Tehran. 

The exhibition presents over a decade's work by the artist, with her most recent video 

Threshold, 2015, reconfiguring explosion scenes from Hollywood movies into stunning 

kaleidoscopic geometries of colour, pattern and movement. The video is perspectival, raising 

questions about the beauty in destruction, where conflict becomes a spectacle that asks 

viewers to ‘consider the complexities of entertainment, mass media and the violence of war’. 

Accompanying this single-channel video, six-channel audio piece are photographs, prints, 

drawings, and assemblages; all of which draw on Mazinani’s investigations into perspective, 

space, repetition and repeatability via the photographic medium. 

 



Mazinani continues to be driven by the impetus to reveal how photographs inform doctrines 

aimed at furthering particular political agendas. In a sense, this revelation frees them from 

their ideological function and reveals the politics and instability of images. Further 

complicated by their digital circulation, this entanglement of representation is exposed 

particularly in the militarisation of images in times of war and conflict where the blurring of 

facts from fictions, truth and untruths are pertinent.  

 

Working from a personal archive of images — found and digital that Mazinani has collected 

for some time — her initial reluctance to work with this medium stemmed from the vast 

assimilation of images that we currently experience, where every moment is captured and 

circulated, shared and stored via the Internet. Mazinani however, is interested in adopting a 

critical perspective on ways of looking at images that already exist in the world, through (re) 

considering the ways in which images are used create and make meaning. 

Biography 

Sanaz Mazinani is a contemporary artist who works primarily in photography, video, and large-
scale installations. She obtained her undergraduate degree in photography from the Ontario 
College of Art & Design University, and an MFA from Stanford University where her research 
focused on the study of digital photographic propagation and its impact on representation and 
perception.  
 
Mazinani has participated in worldwide exhibitions including Material Girls, Doris McCarthy 
Gallery, Toronto; Screen and Décor, Southern Alberta Art Gallery; Ones and Zeroes, di Rosa 
Museum, Napa, California; Magic of Persia Contemporary Art Prize, Dubai; Image Reality, 
Fotografie Forum Frankfurt; and Twisted Sisters: Reimaging Urban Portraiture, Museum 
Bärengasse, Zürich. She has been the subject of solo exhibitions at institutions such as 
Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography, Toronto, Asian Art Museum, San 
Francisco, and West Vancouver Museum. Her work is in private and public collections, 
including the Canada Council Art Bank; Connor, Clark & Lunn Financial Group; Facebook Inc; 
Kala Art Institute, and San Francisco International Airport. 
 
Mazinani’s artwork has been written about in Artforum, artnet News, Border Crossings, 
Canadian Art, Flash Art, Hyperallergic, San Francisco Chronicle, Washington Post, and Vice’s 
Creators Project amongst others.  
 
She has recently received grants from the Canada Council for the Arts, San Francisco Arts 
Commission, and completed a major public piece in Washington D.C. titled, U.S.A.I.R.A.N. 
commissioned by Out of the Box Projects in affiliation with the D.C. Commission on the Arts 
& Humanities.	


