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Lauren Roche: Silent Partner
 
Opening Reception: Saturday, February 13, 6 to 8 pm 
Exhibition: February 10 through March 19, 2016 
Gallery Hours: Wednesday through Saturday, Noon to 5 pm

 
Bockley Gallery is pleased to announce its première exhibition of 2016, Lauren Roche: Silent 
Partner. This is the Minneapolis artist’s first one-person exhibition although her work has 
been included in previous group shows at Bockley Gallery such as Two Dark Horses in 2014. 
Silent Partner will feature five of Roche’s elaborately conceived and vividly hued drawings 
where figures and animals mysteriously merge through abstract form, pattern and color. Her 
uncommon protagonists act out oblique narratives in an indeterminate universe of shifting spatial 
relationships.

Roche’s mixed-media drawings on paper are created from felt-tip marker, acrylic paint, vegetable 
juice and polyurethane. Her idiosyncratic, almost naïve aesthetic is rooted in the elusive territories 
of the imagination and memory, fantasy and fact. Often autobiographical, Roche’s drawings are 
complex works where female nudes, and exotic horses, cats and dogs live harmoniously and even 
share the same stripes, spots, gestures and actions. With Roche’s compositions, it is as if we are 
voyeurs with front-row seats, peering through the heavy drawn-back curtains of theatrical stage 
sets, seeking to understand the dramatic narrative to which we are witness.  But we are at a loss to 
figure these stories out. Far from specific, Roche’s narratives are associative tales, whose meaning 
– if any – is constructed from our personal experiences, what we, the viewer, bring to the work. 

Color is a critical component of Roche’s artistic practice and she employs it to elevate the 
emotional and psychological power of her work. Textiles and embroideries such as Kantha textiles 
from Bangladesh and antique Swedish quilts have influenced her sense of form, pattern, color and 
composition. An avid reader, Roche also cites as influential the often, magical realism novels of 
Haruki Murakami (Kafka on the Shore) and the experimental work of novelist and punk poet 
Kathy Acker. “Acker’s writing was the first writing I felt visually inspired by. It is very fluid and 
visual; lucid and dreamlike, even nightmarish.” (Acker’s Blood and Guts in High School became 
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Roche’s first favorite book.) “I am inspired to draw when I am reading,” states Roche. “My work 
is not pre-meditated, but rather the narrative evolves as I am working, like a story unfolds when 
reading a novel.”
 
A native of California, Lauren Roche was born in 1983 and raised in Santa Rosa. She is a self-
taught artist and recalls making art since she was a young child. She won the first of many coloring 
and art competitions in grade school and, later, she was “known for her dog portraits.” Roche 
moved to Minneapolis in 2006 and is one of a coterie of artists who make narrative, often-fantasy 
driven work.  After encouragement from one of the artists, Tynan Kerr, Roche applied and was 
awarded a Jerome Foundation Visual Arts Fellowship in 2012-2013.
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