
 
 

 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 17/2/2016 
 

Gasworks presents SECOND SEX WAR, a solo exhibition and seminar series convened 
by London-based artist Sidsel Meineche Hansen 

 

 

Sidsel Meineche Hansen, No right way 2 cum, 2015. Image credit: Werkflow, London 

 
Sidsel Meineche Hansen: SECOND SEX WAR 
Exhibition: 17 March–29 May 2016 
Preview: 16 March, 7–9pm 
For exhibition tours and artist / curator interviews please contact: sheena@gasworks.org.uk  
 
Sidsel Meineche Hansen produces exhibitions, interdisciplinary seminars and publications that 
explore the relationships between queer feminism, technology and biopolitics in what she refers to 
as a ‘techno-somatic variant of institutional critique’. Her research-led practice foregrounds the body 
and its industrial complex, often combining her own low-tech manual craft with outsourced, skilled 
digital labour.  
 
Her solo exhibition at Gasworks, SECOND SEX WAR, comprises two new commissions: a series of 
polymer clay sculptures, reliefs and an animated video presented on Oculus Rift virtual reality 
headsets. Continuing the artist’s research into the intersection between the human body and capital, 
this new body of work focuses on how the gender binary is (re)produced in virtual adult 
entertainment. 
 
With Facebook’s recent investment in Oculus Rift for the consumer market and the expansion of 
the pornography and gaming industries into this new virtual space, the artist will revisit material from 
the 1982 Barnard Conference on Sexuality, titled: ‘Towards a Politics of Sexuality’. This key event in 
the history of feminism has come to epitomise the movement’s split into sex-positive and sex-
negative camps, which later became known as the ‘sex wars’. Informed by these unresolved debates 
on anti-patriarchal sex, Meineche Hansen’s new work uses the ‘body genres’ of pornography and 
body horror to carve out a cyber-feminist position within – or against – the standards of the adult 
entertainment and digital gaming industries.  
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During the exhibition Meineche Hansen will also organise a series of seminars, bringing together 
researchers and practitioners from diverse fields to critically reflect on the issues at stake in her 
work. Confirmed participants include: Helen Hester, Head of Film and Media at the University of 
West London and author of Beyond Explicit: Pornography and the Displacement of Sex, and 
JosefineWikström, a writer, lecturer and a researcher whose work revolves around performance 
and labour. 
 
SECOND SEX WAR is commissioned by Gasworks in partnership with Trondheim kunstmuseum.  
NB - This exhibition includes adult content. Parental discretion is advised. 
 
For further press information and for high resolution images visit: 
http://www.gasworks.org.uk/about-us/press/ or email sheena@gasworks.org.uk +44 (0)207 091 1636 
 
Listings Information: 
Sidsel Meineche Hansen: SECOND SEX WAR 
Exhibition: 17 March – 29 May 2016 
Open Weds – Sun 12-6pm 
Free admission 
www.gasworks.org.uk 
155 Vauxhall St, London SE11 5RH 
Facebook/ Twitter/ Instagram: GasworksLondon 
 
Editor’s Notes:  
About Sidsel Meineche Hansen 
Sidsel Meineche Hansen studied at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts in Copenhagen, Städelschule in Frankfurt 
a.M. and Goldsmiths in London. In 2009 she founded the research collective Model Court together with Lawrence Abu 
Hamdan, Lorenzo Pezzani and Oliver Rees, and in 2015 she co-edited Politics of Study (London and Odense: Open Editions 
and Funen Art Academy). She is a London-based artist who also currently works as an associate professor at the Funen 
Art Academy, Denmark and will be a visiting scholar at CalArts in Los Angeles in autumn 2016.  
 
Her recent exhibitions include: Uncanny Valley, Wysing Arts Centre, Cambridge (2015); Rehearsals in Instability, Andreas 
Huber Gallery, Vienna (2015); ONE-self, Temporary Gallery, Cologne and Künstlerhaus Bremen (2015); INSIDER, Cubitt, 
London (2014), Schizo-Culture: Cracks in the Street, SPACE, London (2014); J’ai froid, castillo/corrales, Paris, (2014); and Late 
Barbarians, Gasworks, London (2014).  
 
Her recent seminars include: What is an art work doing? (together with Andrea Fraser), Wattis Institute, San Francisco; This 
is not a symptom, South London Gallery (2014–15); Methylene Blue diluted by Female Ejaculation, SPACE gallery, London 
(2014); Why does Fred Sandbeck’s work make me cry?, Cubitt, London and If I Can’t Dance I Don’t Want to Be Part of Your 
Revolution, Amsterdam (2014); and HIS HEAD, Gasworks, London (2014). Meineche Hansen has also recently presented 
artist talks at the Serpentine Gallery and LUX, London (2015); Witte de With, Rotterdam (2015); and 98 Weeks, Beirut 
(2015). 
 
About Gasworks  
For over twenty years Gasworks has played a unique role in the contemporary visual arts sector by working at the 
intersection between UK and international practices and debates. It does this by providing studios for London-based 
artists; commissioning emerging UK-based and international artists to present their first major exhibitions in London; and 
developing a highly-respected international residencies programme, mainly working with artists based outside Europe and 
North America. All programmes are accompanied by events and participatory workshops that engage local and 
international audiences with artists and their work. Gasworks is also the hub of the Triangle Network, an international 
network of small-scale arts organisations and projects that support and disseminate the work of emerging artists through 
artist-led workshops, residencies, exhibitions and outreach events. Gasworks and Triangle Network are registered as a 
charity in the UK under ‘Triangle Arts Trust’ and all their activities are free to the public. 
 
On 24 September 2015 Gasworks reopened to the public after a £2.1 million capital project to purchase and refurbish its 
building, securing its future and allowing the organisation to continue to nurture future generations of artists and their 
audiences in Vauxhall. 
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