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EXHIBITION: CARLOS ESTÉVEZ - HOMO LUDENS 

DATES: April 2 – May 14, 2016 

OPENING: Artist’s Opening Reception: Saturday, April 2,  6-8pm 

GALLERY HOURS: Tuesday - Saturday, 11am - 5pm 

 
 

Couturier Gallery is pleased to announce the return of Cuban painter and sculptor 

Carlos Estévez. The exhibition of new works, Homo Ludens, includes kites, hand-painted 

ceramic plates, and assemblages investigating the concept of “playing man.” Homo Ludens 

explores the element of play in culture and society which connects the conscious and 

subconscious human experience, vital in the human development of cognitive, physical, 

social, and emotional well-being.  The exhibition runs from April 2 – May 14, 2016, with 

an Artist’s opening reception on Saturday, April 2nd,  6-8pm.   

 
 Carlos Estévez’s recent body of work delves into the playful sense of human 

existence.  Homo Ludens, is divided into three bodies of work: kites, ceramic plates with 

hand-painted glaze drawings and mixed-media assemblages.  Kites are, for Estévez, a 

metaphor for the connection between heaven and earth, spirit and matter.  As a child, he 

made kites which now, as adult and artist, becomes a study of his childhood developmental 

process or the “playing man.”  Estévez made drawings on each of the kites, as he has on 

each of the glazed ceramic plates, each drawing a study of the transcendental combined 

with the daily routines of life.   

 

 Estévez’s large ceramic plates, which he uses as the support for drawings done using 

glazes, depict aspects of man’s interaction with the universe.  On one plate, Estévez has 

drawn a figure resembling a giant mechanical man made up of gears, wires and 

chakra/energy points relating man’s metaphysical being with the physical world. This plate, 

as do the other 14 in the show, illustrates man’s ability to manipulate and transform his 

environment by way of his connectedness to the universe.  

 

 The third body of work consists of mixed-media assemblages which “…are like 

micro universes, where each has a story…Man is the experimenter and at the same time the 

end and the purpose for his search.”  For Estévez, this body of work comes from the  
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perspective that every life/being is insignificant, but a brief flash of light lasting only a 

moment.  He writes:   

  
          “…From the perspective of the universe and eternity, the life of every human 

being is insignificant, it is a brief flash of light that lasts only a moment.  From the 

individual’s point of view, however, life is transcendental, every being is a universe in 

and of itself, and it is our opportunity to experiment with the great mystery of life. 

Between these two opposing perspectives develops the debate of human existence.”  

 
Estévez’s work is autobiographical, reflecting his current thinking and accumulation 

of experience.  He created the new works for this exhibition as part of his artist residency at 

The McColl Center of Art + Innovation (Charlotte, NC). For Estévez, it was a playground 

where he became homo ludens. He was in a new, unfamiliar milieu, with access to  great 

workshops for woodwork, engraving, metal and ceramics, providing endless creative 

possibilities. It was an environment of play enabling Estévez to create with the conscious 

and subconscious states of a child, an environment with abundance and an endless sense of 

the physical world, where play is not connected to material interest, where no profit can be 

gained from it.   

 

Carlos Estévez’s work may be found in numerous museum and public collections 

including: Museo Nacional Palacio de Bellas Artes, La Habana, Cuba; Bronx Museum, New 

York, USA; Museum of Fine Art, Boston, MA, USA; Miami Art Museum, Miami, FL, USA; 

Arizona State University Art Museum, Arizona, USA; Lowe Art Museum, UM, Miami, FL, 

USA; Drammens Museum for Kunst og Kulturhistorie, Drammens, Norway; The Patricia & 

Phillip Frost Art Museum, FIU, Miami, FL, USA;  Museum of Latin American Art, Long 

Beach, CA USA; Bacardi Art Foundation, Miami, FL, USA; Fort. Lauderdale Art  Museum, 

Fort. Lauderdale, USA; Association d’Art de La Napoule, France; Acerbo Histórico de la 

Academia de San Carlos, DF. México; Kunst Forum Ludwig, Aachen, Germany; Colección 

Casa de las Américas, La Habana, Cuba; Center for Cuban Studies, New York, USA; 

Fundación Arte Viva, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; OMI Foundation Collection, New York, USA; 

The Farber Collection, New York. 

 
For further information please contact the gallery at cg@couturiergallery.com. 

                                       Papalote (Kite) [2016]  35”h. x 24”w. Mixed media 

 

                                                                          
Plato [2016] 15” diam. Ceramic 

 


