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In his fifth solo exhibition with the gallery Kevin Yates presents a new body of sculptural works that 

return to familiar thematics of the mirrored object and the double. Utilizing domestic items such as 

flashlights, dressers, figurines, flowers, pipe cleaners and burnt matches, Yates creates uncanny, 

and at times unsettling, sculptural arrangements. Drawing attention to objects that are often 

disregarded, Yates questions how shifting away from their intended use-value permits a way of 

reimagining purpose or imbuing new forms of memory.  Building upon his previous show at the 

gallery, a series of dressers will be presented stacked and inverted with an interior littoral zone 

containing bronze cast objects. In addition, a series of flickering bronze-cast flashlights will create a 

warm glow, akin to a fireplace.  Atmospherically, Yates alludes to a domestic setting flipped upside 

down. Encouraging the viewer to read the opposite of what is commonly understood, Yates asks his 

viewer to unearth familiar senses of containment and comfort, that when inverted, can become 

exact opposites.  

 

Kevin Yates was born in Owen Sound, Ontario in 1974.  He has had solo exhibitions at Robert 

McLaughlin Gallery (Oshawa), Tom Thomson Memorial Art Gallery (Owen Sound), Artspeak 

(Vancouver), YYZ Artists’ Outlet (Toronto), ODD Gallery (Dawson City, Yukon), Rodman Hall Art Centre 

(St. Catharines, Ontario) among others.  Recently his work was included in It is What it is at the 

National Gallery of Canada.  As well, he has previously participated in group exhibitions at Jordan 

Schnitzer Museum (Eugene), The University Galleries at Illinois State University (Chicago), Art Gallery 

of Nova Scotia (Halifax), Hallwalls (Buffalo) and Art Gallery of Greater Victoria.  He currently lives in 

Toronto, Ontario and is a faculty member in the department of Visual Arts at York University.   

 

Susan Hobbs Gallery is open to the public Wednesday to Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 

by appointment.  The gallery is located at 137 Tecumseth Street, Toronto. 

 

For more information about this exhibition or the Susan Hobbs Gallery, please give us a call at (416) 

504.3699 or visit www.susanhobbs.com. 
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