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The 1970s: The Blossoming of a Queer Enlightenment  
New Leslie-Lohman Museum exhibition focuses on the period between the  

Stonewall Riots and the advent of AIDS. 
 

 
                
 
  
     
 

 

The 1970s: The Blossoming of a Queer Enlightenment  
Curated by Museum Staff 

April 8 – June 26, 2016 
Opening Reception: April 8, 6 – 8 pm 

 
[New York, NY – March 8, 2016] The 1970s: The Blossoming of a Queer Enlightenment explores the vibrant and 
liberating decade between the Stonewall Riots from 1969 until 1980, just before we heard the first rumblings 
the AIDS crisis emerging, changing the nature of sexual relationships to the present day. This historic exhibition 
features over 115 works from the Leslie-Lohman Museum’s extensive collection of over 24,000 objects including 
photographs, drawings and paintings made during this significant period in LGBTQ history. Works have also been 
borrowed from the Lesbian Herstory Archives and the New York Public Library, and it will include the entire X 
Portfolio by Robert Mapplethorpe (1978), which was recently purchased and accessioned into the Museum’s 
permanent collection. It was this iconic body of work, made during the 1970s, that led to the Culture Wars of the 
following decade. 
 
Organized and curated by the Museum’s staff, this exhibition will include many recent additions to the 
Museum’s collection and artwork by more than forty artists including Paul Cadmus, Joan E. Biren, Jimmy Desana, 
Marion Pinto, Amos Badertscher, Harvey Milk, Saul Bolasni, Francesco Scavullo, Diana Davis, Rink Foto, Tee 
Corinne, Neel Bate, Peter Hujar and many others. The 1970s explores themes of political activism, body/self, 
fashion/style, and sexual freedom/expression. 

Contact: Jerry Kajpust 
Deputy Director for External Relations 

Jerry@LeslieLohman.org 
212-431-2609 

 

Peter Hujar, Gay Liberation Front Poster 
Image, 1970, Vintage gelatin silver print, 
18.188 c 12.438 in. Gift of the Peter 
Hujar Archive, LLC. Collection of Leslie-
Lohman Museum. 

Marian Pinto, Deer France at CBGB's, 1979, 
Acrylic and pastel on canvas, 48.5 x 36.5 in. 
Founders’ gift. Collection of Leslie-Lohman 
Museum. 

Stanley Stellar, Tava Von Will (detail), 
1979, Color print on paper, 20 x 16 in. Gift 
of the artist. Collection of Leslie-Lohman 
Museum. 
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“This was an amazing period in gay history,” says Museum Director Hunter O’Hanian.  “It was informed by the 
sexual revolution, anti-war efforts and the civil rights movement which fermented in the 1960s. Feminists clearly 
found their voice during this period. It was an age when gay men, lesbians and trans folk began to look inward 
and saw they could possibly free themselves from the social repression that had been forced on them for 
decades. It was the awakening of a new period of enlightenment in human and social development.  The scent 
of political and personal freedom was everywhere. One only had to stop and look for it. Culture, fashion, politics 
and a greater sense of one’s own sexuality exploded on a daily basis.” 
 
This was when gay businesses first began to openly flourish. The established medical community declared 
homosexuality was not a “mental disorder”. Institutions and infrastructure began to develop. Gay histories were 
collected and published. Gay people where prominently featured on television interviews and in mainstream 
media. Literary bookstores, churches, restaurants, nightclubs and organizations grew and openly and proudly 
declared that they served a gay clientele. It was also a time when gays and lesbians had a major impact on the 
art world. “These were all areas that the gay movement explored at the time.  For the first time in many 
generations, members of the gay community found the freedom to express themselves. Although activists had 
been working to stop repression since the founding of the Mattachine Society and Daughters of Bilitis in the 
1950s, the response to the police raids at the Stonewall Inn truly empowered a movement which gave queer 
people the courage to stop acquiescing to societal norms,” says O’Hanian. 
 
By exhibiting and discussing this work from a liberating time in our history, not only members of the queer 
community can use this opportunity to challenge their own sense of empowerment, but also anyone interested 
in this decade when personal freedom and expression blossomed. “It is an exciting time for us in 2016. Many 
things have changed for the better since the Stonewall Riots,” said O’Hanian, “it feels like we’re on the cusp of 
another age of enlightenment.” 
 
For more information, please visit us at LeslieLohman.org. 
 

### 

The 1970s: The Blossoming of a Queer Enlightenment curated by the Museum staff opens to the public on 
Friday, April 8, 2015 and runs through New York’s Gay Pride Celebration, June 26, 2016. Docent tours will be 
offered during the run of the exhibition with a full schedule to be posted on the Museum’s website. Contact the 
museum if your group would like a tour of the show by a Museum staff member. 
 
About the Leslie-Lohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art  
“…invaluable museum.” Holland Cotter, New York Times, June 2013 
“a mirror for gay history,” Hugh Ryan, Smithsonian, July 2015 
 
The Leslie-Lohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art is the first and only dedicated gay and lesbian art museum in 
the world with a mission to exhibit and preserve gay and lesbian art, and foster the artists who create it. The 
Museum has a permanent collection of over 24,000 objects, 6-8 major exhibitions annually, artist talks, film 
screenings, readings, THE ARCHIVE - a quarterly art newsletter, a membership program, and a research library. 
The Leslie-Lohman Museum began as the Leslie/Lohman Gay Art Foundation, Inc., a non-profit founded in 1987 
by Charles W. Leslie and Fritz Lohman, who have supported gay and lesbian artists for over 30 years. The Leslie-
Lohman Museum embraces the rich creative history of the gay and lesbian art community by educating, 
informing, inspiring, entertaining, and challenging all who enter its doors. 
 
The Museum is located at 26 Wooster Street in the SoHo neighborhood of New York City. Admission is free, and 
hours are Tuesday through Sunday, 12-6 pm, and Thursday, 12-8 pm. The Museum is closed Monday and all 
major holidays. The Leslie-Lohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art is a non-profit organization and is exempt 
from taxation under section 501(c)3 of the IRS Code. The Museum can be reached at 212-431-2609. For more 
information, go to LeslieLohman.org. 
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