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DeCordova exhibition Overgrowth explores excess of 
growth in nature and the built environment 

 
 
Lincoln, MA, February 1, 2016–DeCordova Sculpture Park and Museum is pleased to present 
Overgrowth. Drawn from deCordova’s permanent collection, this exhibition features representations of 
prolific expansion, growth, and mutation found in nature and the built environment. Overgrowth also 
explores how growth and additive processes are instrumental to the making of art. Featuring the work 
of over forty-five international, national, and New England artists, Overgrowth opens to the public on 
Friday, April 1 and will be on view in the galleries through September 18, 2016. 
 
Overgrowth’s central theme examines aspects of transformation and change that occur in 
nature.Unruly vegetation spreads across the surfaces of paintings and works on paper by artists such as 
Alan Bray and Gabor Peterdi. In photographs by Chris Enos, Laura McPhee and Edward Steichen, 
plants and other organic matter are shown in various stages of germination, cultivation, and decay. 
Many of these works also address human perceptions of the landscape and the ways in which we 
attempt to control and shape the natural world. 
 
Overgrowth also features artwork showing vast human expansion, construction, and building that 
occurred during the late twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Responsive to the increasing scale and 
rapid pace of urban development, artists such as Edward Steichen captured icons of modernity and 
technological progress, such as skyscrapers. Other artists, such as Mary Mattingly and Rachel Perry, 
address concerns for the negative effects of excessive development of the land and overconsumption of 
material goods. 
 
Metaphors of growth and change also provide a lens through which to interpret processes of artistic 
creation. The exhibition will include biomorphic sculptures by artists such as Jean Arp inspired by 
living, adaptable organisms that grow outward into their environment. Paintings by Willy Heeks and 
Michael Mazur exemplify improvisational and expressive processes. Featuring paintings, works on 
paper, and sculptures acquired by deCordova over the past fifty years, this exhibition demonstrates 
how ongoing change spans natural, man-made, and creative enterprises.  
 
Featured artists include Albert Alcalay, Laylah Ali, Jean Arp, Barbara Bosworth, Nancy Burnson, Alan 
Bray,  Jedediah Caesar, Friedel Dzubas, Harold Edgerton, Chris Enos, Larry Fink, Lee Friedlander, 
Frank Gohlke, Willy Heeks, Jon Imber, Constance Jacobson, Alex S. MacLean, Mary Mattingly, 
Michael Mazur, Todd McKie, Laura McPhee, Henry Moore, Jeff Perrott, Gabor Peterdi, Donald 
Shambroom, David Benjamin Sherry, Edward Steichen, Lois Tarlow, and Barbara Takenaga. 

 



 
 

About deCordova 
 
Established in 1950 and located 20 miles west of Boston, deCordova Sculpture Park and Museum is 
dedicated to fostering the creation and exploration of contemporary sculpture and art through a 
dynamic slate of rotating exhibitions, innovative learning opportunities, a constantly changing 30-acre 
landscape of large-scale, outdoor, contemporary sculpture, and site-specific installations.  
 

General Information 
 
DeCordova is located at 51 Sandy Pond Road in Lincoln, Massachusetts. DeCordova’s summer hours 
(Memorial Day weekend through Columbus Day weekend) are every day, 10 am to 5 pm. 
DeCordova’s winter hours (beginning after Columbus Day weekend) are Wednesday through Friday, 
10 am to 4 pm, and Saturday and Sunday, 10 am to 5 pm. Admission: $14 for adults, $12 for seniors, 
$10 for students (ages 13 and up), and free for children 12 and under. Members, Lincoln residents, and 
active duty military personnel and their families are admitted free with proper ID. Public Museum 
tours (free with admission) are offered Thursday and Sunday at 2 pm, and First Free Wednesdays 1 
pm. Public Sculpture Park tours (free with admission) are offered Saturday and Sunday at 1 pm. Visit 
decordova.org or call 781.259.8355 for further information. 
 


